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“l was on stag [sentry duty]. It was a nice summer’s evening, the sun was
going down. Then suddenly they were firing at us with M16s and
Armalites. They were about 150 metres [490ft] away. | could see the
holes appearing in the side of the van. | was screaming, angry and upset
and fearful. Deano — Lance Corporal Gavin Dean — was shot by two
bullets in the initial burst of gunfire. He stumbled out of the van — he was
in a bad way. | got out and returned fire but | had no real idea where they
were.
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The rest of the platoon, who were nearby, rushed to help, and within five
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Belfast, but Lance Corporal Dean died by the time they got there.
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“There has not been a victory for anyone.

All there has been is death, injury, pain,
destruction. But at last people are talking, whereas once they would have
been shooting and bombing each other. Over time we just wore each
other out.
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“The Service draws a line under the whole conflict. That’s it, it's over.
This is the end. Now it is time to pay tribute to all the people who have
died and have suffered. For me the overwhelming thought is the lasting
memory of my friend.”
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