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Clinton condemns ‘criminals' who killed British troops and PSNI officer

Minister for Foreign Affairs Micheal Martin answers questions from journalists with US secretary of state Hillary Clinton after their meeting at the state
department in Washington yesterday.
Photograph: Leslie E Kossoff/LK Photos

In this section »

Cowen says leadership role of US is now crucial

Ireland pushing for EU stimulus deal

Mahon tribunal plays down report of rift over recall of barristers

Emergency budget will radically change healthcare and social welfare, says Ryan
FG criticises €9.8m Skillnets funding cut

Job losses at Chartbusters not as bad as expected

DENIS STAUNTON in Washington

US SECRETARY of state Hillary Clinton has condemned as “criminals” the killers of two British soldiers and a police officer in the North, declaring that the United States
would not allow the gains of the peace process to be destroyed.

Speaking after a 45-minute meeting with Minister for Foreign Affairs Micheal Martin, Mrs Clinton praised the response to the killings by political leaders in the North,
throughout Ireland and in Britain .

“In recent days, a handful of rejectionists have tried to drag the people of Northern Ireland back into a full cycle of violence and retaliation. The recent attacks, which killed
British soldiers and a police officer, are an affront to the values of every community, every ethnicity, every religion and every nation that seeks peace,” she said.

“The success of the peace process has consequences that go far beyond Northern Ireland. It provides proof to people everywhere that negotiations, dialogue, reconciliation,
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diplomacy can end conflicts that have tormented generations. The United States stand with the people of Northern Ireland. We will not let criminals destroy the gains that
have been achieved through great courage and sacrifice.”

Mrs Clinton sharply corrected a reporter who referred to the killers as “dissidents”, adding that she was personally distressed when she heard of the violence.
“Not dissidents. I’m all in favour of dissidents. I’m not in favour of criminals,” she said.

“When these criminal elements, these rejectionists determined to kill and try to set the communities against one another in Northern Ireland again, to relive the Troubles and
the bad days that everyone worked so hard to resolve, it was distressing.

“But | was immediately heartened by the response across Northern Ireland and the island of Ireland, with people speaking out against the murderers and the violence and the
provocation these actions represented.”

During yesterday’s meeting, Mrs Clinton and Mr Martin discussed a range of issues, including development aid, immigration and the Middle East peace process. The Minister
discussed his recent visits to the Middle East and to Cuba and told Mrs Clinton that Ireland was willing to help the US to resettle detainees currently held at Guantanamo
Bay .

“We wanted to see the closure of Guantanamo. We believed it was overall injurious to the public perception of the West, the public perception of the US and also in terms of

the human rights dimension to it. We have said that we are willing to respond with an offer of assistance,” Mr Martin said later, adding that the US was working with the
European Commission on the issue.

Mrs Clinton noted that European governments had pressed the US to close Guantanamo, a step President Barack Obama has now taken. She said the administration was now
reviewing each detainee’s case to establish what course of action should be taken on an individual basis. “It is clear that we will need help because many of the detainees
cannot safely — for themselves or others — be sent back to the countries from which they came,” she said.

This article appears in the print edition of the Irish Times

ADVERTISEMENT

Get all the gossip with
our latest showbiz news

CHOW
ME

ireland.comfi

Latest »@

14:17Fuel prices lift US inflation in February

14:10Ictu sees no prospect of new talks with Government
14:06Blair fit to start against England

14:04FSA plan will see smaller profits for UK banks
13:57Murdered soldier's funeral takes place

13:54British man freed as 1982 murder conviction quashed
13:46Australian zoo gets hate mail after lioness shot dead
13:35Ryanair adds new routes from Charleroi

e o 0o 0 0 0 0 0

Popular Stories

o Most Read
o Most Emailed

1Actress Natasha Richardson ‘critical’ after accident

2Gatland questions Ireland's nerve

3Daughter tells of Fritzl first sexual advances at age 11

4White House talks cover North, global recession and banks crisis
5Sons visit actor Richardson in hospital after ski fall

e o o o o

1White House talks cover North, global recession and banks crisis
2Dig in with the neighbours

3Cowen White House speech follows Obama lines

4Gatland questions Ireland's nerve

5US chain to open flagship store on Grafton St

Your Vote

«Yes

No »

Results

Would you favour the introduction of water charges as a way to deal with reported water scarcity?

e o o o o

Crossword Club »

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0317/1224242946943.html 18/03/2009



Clinton condemns ‘criminals’ who killed British troops and PSNI officer - The Irish Times... Page 4 of 5

[Today's Interactive Irish Times Crosaire and Simplex crosswords, plus 10 years of crossword archive.
ADVERTISEMENT

Ads by Google

Energy Investments
Reliable & Profitable Direct Ownership, Monthly

Profits
www.worldenergyresearch.com

Investments In Danger?
Learn How To Protect Your Wealth. Turn The '09

Crisis Into Cash. Free
www.MoneyAndMarkets.com

Sudoku »

Download and print the daily Irish Times sudoku grid

Meteor Music AwardsAUDIO SLIDESHOW: The glitz and the glory at the Meteor Music Awards in Dublin

Taking on a Killer roleAfter six years on ‘ER’, Parminder Nagra is moving into sinister territory with her latest role.

Dig in with the neighboursA once-derelict patch of earth in Dublin has been transformed into a community garden where, alongside the
t, the neighbourhood spirit has been blossoming

Dinky Suzuki is pretty flimsy in pinkTwo large Irishmen put egos aside in Rome as they strap themselves into the pint-sized Alto

Travel
Insurance
from €9%*

Quick quote

irishtimes.com /insurance Chill..
o ADVERTISEMENT  We've gol you covered b
e CLASSIFIED

Homes

‘ Kingsview, Naas, Co Kildare Price: €395,000

Bedrooms: 4See More »
« Jobs

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0317/1224242946943.html 18/03/2009



Clinton condemns ‘criminals’ who killed British troops and PSNI officer - The Irish Times... Page 5 of 5

Select your categories

Accountancy

Architecture / Design

Banking & Financial Services

Construction

Customer Service, Call Centres & Languages

Next »
« Cars

IComfortable, competent and compelling - that's the latest Audi A6

Find »
« Dating

lama Man Looking fora Woman Located All Only with photos: ["]Next »

© 2009 irishtimes.com

« Company information
o Privacy policy

. H46|Q

« Contact us

o Advertise

e Terms & Conditions

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0317/1224242946943.html 18/03/2009



