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The brutal killing of Andrew Burns in a remote area of Donegal is the 
second paramilitary-style murder to happen in the county in the past two 
years.

On April 3, 2006, high profile Sinn Fein member Denis Donaldson (56) 
was hit by four shotgun blasts at his remote cottage at Classey, five 
miles from Glenties in west Donegal on the back road to Doochary.

Republican involvement has been linked with both murders but has been 
denied.

Mr Donaldson had been Sinn Fein's head of administration at Stormont 

Advertiser Links

Breaking News

Skip Links Work 
with 
us?

National News

Navigation

Breadcrumbs

Shooting similar to Donaldson killing in 2006 - National News, Frontpage - Independent.ie

powered 

by 

Unison.

ie

http://www.independent.ie/national-news/shooting-similar-to-donaldson--killing-in-2006-1289287.html (1 of 2)14/02/2008 10:52:06

●     from the Irish Independent & Sunday Independent

You are here: Home > National News 

Headlines

News National News World News Sport

●     News 

●     Business 

●     Sport 

●     Entertainment 

●     Health 

●     Lifestyle 

●     Education 

●     Travel 

●     Jobs 

●     Property 

●     Cars 

●     PlaceMyAd 

●     How I learned to flirt 
Night on the town 
with dating coach 

●     Skip 
to navigation

●     Skip 
to primary content

●     Skip 
to secondary content

●     Skip 
to tertiary content

●     Skip 
to footer

10:34
Two 

sought after 
armed robbery at Co Limerick shop

10:31Guinness sales up 6% in Ireland and Britain

09:44O'Rourke says Education Dept is biased 
against ABA

07:54British-Irish Council to meet in Dublin this 
morning

07:44Ahern's legal challenge due back before 
High Court

●     More Services 

see Relationships

|

| 

❍     National News

❍     Today's Paper

❍     Farming

❍     Weather

❍     Breaking News

❍     World News

❍     Regional Newspapers

❍     Opinion

❍     Budget 2008

http://www.independent.ie/weather?regionalLocation=EIDW
http://www.independent.ie/search/index.jsp
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/shooting-similar-to-donaldson--killing-in-2006-1289287.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/shooting-similar-to-donaldson--killing-in-2006-1289287.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/shooting-similar-to-donaldson--killing-in-2006-1289287.html?action=Email
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/shooting-similar-to-donaldson--killing-in-2006-1289287.html?action=Email
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/churchyard-murder-victim---had-links-to-dissident-ira-1289286.html?from=related
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/churchyard-murder-victim---had-links-to-dissident-ira-1289286.html?from=related
http://www.loadzajobs.ie/do-search.jobs?companyName=Independent+Newspapers+Ireland+Limited&newSearch=1
http://www.loadzajobs.ie/do-search.jobs?companyName=Independent+Newspapers+Ireland+Limited&newSearch=1
http://www.loadzajobs.ie/do-search.jobs?companyName=Independent+Newspapers+Ireland+Limited&newSearch=1
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/two-sought-after-armed-robbery-at-co-limerick-shop-1289578.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/two-sought-after-armed-robbery-at-co-limerick-shop-1289578.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/two-sought-after-armed-robbery-at-co-limerick-shop-1289578.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/business/guinness-sales-up-6-in-ireland-and-britain-1289577.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/politics/orourke-says-education-dept-is-biased-against-aba-1289519.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/politics/orourke-says-education-dept-is-biased-against-aba-1289519.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/politics/britishirish-council-to-meet-in-dublin-this-morning-1289409.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/politics/britishirish-council-to-meet-in-dublin-this-morning-1289409.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/aherns-legal-challenge-due-back-before-high-court-1289397.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/aherns-legal-challenge-due-back-before-high-court-1289397.html
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/business/
http://www.independent.ie/sport/
http://www.independent.ie/entertainment/
http://www.independent.ie/health/
http://www.independent.ie/lifestyle/
http://www.independent.ie/education/
http://www.independent.ie/travel/
http://www.loadzajobs.ie/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.loadzacars.ie/
http://www.placemyad.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/lifestyle/relationships/how-i-learned-to-flirt-1287525.html
http://www.independent.ie/lifestyle/relationships/how-i-learned-to-flirt-1287525.html
http://www.independent.ie/lifestyle/relationships/?from=dailynews
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/
http://www.independent.ie/todayspaper/
http://www.independent.ie/farming/
http://www.independent.ie/weather/
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/
http://www.independent.ie/world-news/
http://www.independent.ie/opinion/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/budget2008/


Shooting similar to Donaldson killing in 2006 - National News, Frontpage - Independent.ie

●     Digg

●     del.icio.us

●     Google

●     Stumbleupon

●     Facebook

●     Reddit

What are these?

before his 2002 arrest over alleged spying led to its collapse.

However, Mr Donaldson and two others were acquitted of charges in 
December 2005 "in the public interest".

He was expelled from Sinn Fein the following week after admitting he 
was a paid British spy for 20 years. Shortly afterwards, he moved out of 
his Belfast home,and had been living in the run-down cottage which had 
neither electricity nor running water.

At the inquest into his death last November, Mr Donaldson's family 
expressed serious concerns over the garda investigation in to his murder.

They confirmed they have made formal complaints to both the Garda 
Ombudsman and the Garda Complaints Board as their confidence in the 
investigation has been "seriously undermined".

A raft of theories ranging from the involvement of dissident republican groups, loyalists and the British 
security services, have also been put forward.

But gardai said inquiries carried out jointly by themselves and the PSNI have so far uncovered no evidence 
to substantiate any of the theories.

- Anita Guidera
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