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Politicians clash over hunger strike film

Local politicians have clashed over the new film ADVERTISEMENT

about Bobby Sands which is due to be shown on
Channel 4 shortly.

The film, 'Hunger' was was shown at the
prestigious Cannes film festival last week and
has already attracted rave reviews.

'Hunger' was directed by Turner Prize winning
artist, Steve McQueen, and stars Michael
Fassbender as Bobby Sands.

However, East Derry DUP MP Gregory
Campbell has tabled a parliamentary motion at
Westminster expressing concern at the decision
to broadcast the film.

Mr. Campbell said he decided to table the motion
after what he described as "flattering comments®
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by Channel 4 executives about Bobby Sands and »
other hunger strikers. View Gallery

"Bobby Sands was a convicted terrorist who belonged to an illegal paramilitary organisation that at the
time of his death had already inflicted death and serious injury upon hundreds of innocent peoplein
Northern Ireland. The fact that a bloodthirsty terrorist criminal chooses to starve himself to death in
prison does not in any way legitimise or justify the barbaric terrorism in which they were engaged.”

Mr. Campbell said he did not agree with comments made by Channel 4 that "it is the right moment to be
revisiting and reconsidering the ideal s of these young men who put themselves and others through a
great deal for their belief that they could make their world better."

The DUP man said the campaign by the IRA did not make the world better for people in the North.
"They were not, in any one way, attempting to 'make their world better' as has been claimed. Bobby
Sands and the other hunger strikers were criminals not idealistic young revolutionaries. Senior IRA
criminals are not deserving of the hagiography that Channel 4 seemsto be dispensing,” he said.

Meanwhile, Foyle Sinn FA©in MLA and former hunger striker Raymond McCartney said he met with
Steve McQueen while he working on the film. "I met Steve McQueen afew years back when he was
preparing to write the screenplay for his newly completed film, 'Hunger.' | know he met with others who
were on hunger strikein 1980 and 1981. He explained that although he was very young at the time the
image of Bobby Sands appearing on news programmes had |eft a lasting memory on him.

"He said that he wanted to make a film which would explore the issues which led to the hunger strike in
1981. We spoke at length about the motivation and commitment of the men who died and he was
interested in the type of people they were. | impressed upon him that they were very much like all of us
on the protest, determined that we would not allowed ourselves to criminalised and that they possessed
courage and selflessness which is very difficult to explain,”" he said.

A spokesperson for Channel 4 rejected Mr Campbell's claims saying; “"Hunger is not an apologia for
terrorism or terrorists. It is adramatic interpretation of how being in the environment of the Maze at that
time affects a whole range of characters from a number of different perspectives and how people on all
sides are brutalised by the situation."
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Strange that Mr Campbell wasn't on the airwaves after Rangers 'fans wrecked Manchester and almost
killed a police officer. Campbell is simply playing politics with thisissue.

Whether he likes it or not, Bobby Sands s revered throughout the island of Ireland by the Nationalist
community. The timeisright to debate the legacy of the hunger strikers, led by Bobby Sands. Campbell
and his unionist cronies insist that we respect their history and their tradition, yet they fail to recognise
that the hunger strikers played a pivotal rolein our history.

Their defiance inspired a generation, not just a generation of violence but a generation who stood up to
British tyranny in their own way. Catholicsin the North are now treated as equals for the most part and
that equality would not have been achieved without |eaders, such as Bobby Sands.

Gregory Campbell is nothing more than a loyalist loudmouth, who does his best to stir up sectarian
hatred in his community. The North will never be fully at peace whilst megaphone mouths, like
Campbell insist on airing their sectarian spiel to the masses.

Perhaps, he should watch the film and look at what the man went through for his principles. | doubt if
Mr Campbell would do the same for his principles, but then again he never had to fight for his
principles, his principles were never oppressed by aforeign invade and he was never jailed for
expressing his beliefs. 1t&€ ™s easy to see why he cand€ ™t understand Bobby Sands.

Report Unsuitable

Prev

1

http://www.derryjournal .com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp (4 of 9)22/05/2008 15:35:26


http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp&title=Politicians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp&title=Politicians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp&title=Politicians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp&title=Politicians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp&title=Politicians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp&title=Politicians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp&title=Politicians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp&title=Politicians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp?CommentPage=1&CommentPageLength=10#2824461
http://www.derryjournal.com/MarkCommentUnsuitable.aspx?CommentUnsuitable=2824461&ArticleID=4104414&ReturnPath=%2fpolitics%2fPoliticians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp

Poaliticians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today

Next

Comment on this Story

In order to post comments you must Register or Sign In

RSS Feed of this article's comments
Delivery formats. RSS, Atom, Javascript & Email

DerryJournal.com

. About Us

. Journal View
. Sunday Journa
. Reporting Staff

News

. Dery News
. Inishowen News

. Strabane

. County

. Politics

. Around the courts
. Newsin brief

. News Forum

. Business

http://www.derryjournal .com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp (5 of 9)22/05/2008 15:35:26


http://www.derryjournal.com/Register.aspx?ReturnURL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.derryjournal.com%2ftemplate%2fViewArticle.aspx%3fSectionID%3d3891%26ArticleID%3d4104414
http://auth.jpress.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnURL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.derryjournal.com%2ftemplate%2fViewArticle.aspx%3fSectionID%3d3891%26ArticleID%3d4104414&SiteRef=DERR
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp?format=rss
http://www.derryjournal.com/webfeeds.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/mk4custompages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=56735
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3910
http://www.sundayjournal.ie/
http://www2.derrytoday.co.uk/reporters/rp.html
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3421
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3914
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=10810
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=9089
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=8841
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=10640
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/threads.aspx?topic=1132
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3441

Poaliticians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today

Sport

. Der ort
. Sport Columnists

. Sport Forum

Features

. Journal Interview
. Jed

. Columnists

. Friday's Child

. Feature Articles

Entertainment

. Northern Beats

. Journa Entertainment
« Music Forum

. Showbiz news

. At The Movies

Interactive

. Looking for afriend or relative?
. Lettersto the editor

. Email the editor

. All Forums

Community

http://www.derryjournal .com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp (6 of 9)22/05/2008 15:35:26


http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3422
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=8872
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/threads.aspx?topic=730
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=6491
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=3912
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=8820
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=9079
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=8819
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=6551
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=3915
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/threads.aspx?topic=731
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=4070
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=9081
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=68155
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=3911
mailto:martin.mcginley@jpress.co.uk
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/forum.aspx

Poaliticians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today

. Blogs
. Inishowen Notes
£ What'sthis?
B Email afriend More Politics Features
& Print article
&l Increasetext size . Politicians clash
=] Decrease text size over hunger strike
5 1 comments on this film
article . Campbdl linked
with promotion to
Minister
. Derry needsa Sir
Alan Sugar
. McGuinness
confident of

education move
. 'Respect tricolour’

Anderson

. Cdl for tax credit
clarity

. RIRA'sboast on
murder bid - 'We
used Semtex in car
bomb'

. Derry FF hopeful
on Cowen visit

. A£28m medical
imaging centre 'a

Today's Vote

Should City of Derry

step closer’ ity f Airport be soldto a
. Heavy segurlty or private firm?
hunger strike OVYes
march
Bishop warns of ONo
’ p Vote Now >>
education chaos

. Decentralise jobs

http://www.derryjournal .com/politics/Poaliticians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp (7 of 9)22/05/2008 15:35:26


http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=67294
http://www2.derrytoday.co.uk/pages/map.html
http://www.derryjournal.com/getfeed.aspx?sectionid=3891&format=rss
http://www.derryjournal.com/rsshelp.aspx
javascript:SendToAFriend()
javascript: print();
javascript:IncreaseTextSize()
javascript:DecreaseTextSize()
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Campbell-linked-with-promotion-to.4104514.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Campbell-linked-with-promotion-to.4104514.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Campbell-linked-with-promotion-to.4104514.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Derry-needs-a-Sir-Alan.4101797.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Derry-needs-a-Sir-Alan.4101797.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/McGuinness-confident-of-education-move.4101714.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/McGuinness-confident-of-education-move.4101714.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/McGuinness-confident-of-education-move.4101714.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/39Respect-tricolour39--Anderson.4101701.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/39Respect-tricolour39--Anderson.4101701.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Call-for-tax-credit-clarity.4101629.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Call-for-tax-credit-clarity.4101629.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/RIRA39s-boast-on-murder-bid.4098861.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/RIRA39s-boast-on-murder-bid.4098861.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/RIRA39s-boast-on-murder-bid.4098861.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/RIRA39s-boast-on-murder-bid.4098861.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Derry-FF-hopeful-on-Cowen.4100395.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Derry-FF-hopeful-on-Cowen.4100395.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/28m-medical-imaging-centre-39a.4098731.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/28m-medical-imaging-centre-39a.4098731.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/28m-medical-imaging-centre-39a.4098731.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Heavy-security-for-hunger-strike.4098730.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Heavy-security-for-hunger-strike.4098730.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Heavy-security-for-hunger-strike.4098730.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Bishop-warns-of-education-chaos.4097655.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Bishop-warns-of-education-chaos.4097655.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Decentralise-jobs-through-distance-working.4097469.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=72141
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=72141
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=72141
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=72141
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=72141
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=72141
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl08$JPVote1$ctl02$JPVoteSubmit1','')

Poaliticians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today

through distance
working principle

. Investing for a
better future

. Anderson hopeful
after American
investors visit

. Coal pricerisewill
hit elderly hardest -
Anderson

Featured
Advertising

More Politics >>

. Contact us

. Help

. Accessibility

. Terms & Conditions
. Archive

. Our sister newspapers

. B

All rights reserved ©2008
Johnston Press Digital Publishing
Sister Newspapers:

Donegal Democrat
Donegal

PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION

Thiswebsite and its associated newspaper adheres to the Press Complaints Commissiona€ ™s Code of
Practice. If you have a complaint about editorial content which relates to inaccuracy or intrusion, then
contact the Editor by clicking here.

If you remain dissatisfied with the response provided then you can contact the PCC by clicking here.

http://www.derryjournal .com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp (8 of 9)22/05/2008 15:35:26


http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Decentralise-jobs-through-distance-working.4097469.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Decentralise-jobs-through-distance-working.4097469.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Investing-for-a-better-future.4090458.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Investing-for-a-better-future.4090458.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Anderson-hopeful-after-American-investors.4092371.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Anderson-hopeful-after-American-investors.4092371.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Anderson-hopeful-after-American-investors.4092371.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Coal-price-rise-will-hit.4091945.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Coal-price-rise-will-hit.4091945.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Coal-price-rise-will-hit.4091945.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics
http://www.derryjournal.com/contactus.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/faq/faqhome.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/accessibility.aspx
http://www.jptalk.co.uk/termsandconditions.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/ArticleIndex/Listmonths.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/ArticleIndex/listsites.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/getfeed.aspx?sectionid=3891&format=rss
http://www.donegaltoday.ie/
http://www.donegaltoday.ie/
http://www.pcc.org.uk/
http://www.derryjournal.com/contactus.aspx
http://www.pcc.org.uk/

Poaliticians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today

http://www.derryjournal .com/politics/Politicians-clash-over-hunger-strike.4104414.jp (9 of 9)22/05/2008 15:35:26



	derryjournal.com
	Politicians clash over hunger strike film - Derry Today 


	PLCDIIDEHMJFJLKIFIOAPDIAAJPCBEGC: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: 
	f6: 
	f7: on
	f8: 
	f9: Off





