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Not surprisingly, considering the tetchy atmosphere of the debate, there was no agreement. But do not
assume that that will deter the drivers of a bill.
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But there is a fundamental principle at stake here of which all should be aware. Northern Ireland, as at
present constituted, is subject to British law: ie, the decisions of our courts are governed by the case law
built up over many centuries and those decisions will be cited, day by day, in our courts, as the basis for
argument. But in the Republic, although the fundamentals also stem from the British tradltlon thereis a
written constitution and it is this — not the case law of the past — which will always have the last word in
court.

Accordingly, the bid by the human rights lobby to align our human rights legislation with that south of the
border has important implications. At present Northern Ireland is governed by British human rights law,
based, admittedly, on a rather out-of-date Act drafted originally in the 1940s.

TELL US

It badly needs updating, and that should be done, with any minor blips for Northern Ireland incorporated YOUR
within it. Nothing in that process need hinder the closest co-operation on human rights issues with the
Republic, as they become relevant. Meantime, the human rights lobby in Northern Ireland should tell us TYPE...
precisely why they think we need a separate Act here. To support more unelected quangos?

The newspapers are already packed with the advertisements for the jobs — joint advertisements, of
course, of the Irish Human Rights Commission and the Northern Ireland body, all applications, please to
Fourth Floor, Jervis House, Dublin 1.

The critics of the Northern Ireland human rights lobby are convinced that it has a sub-agenda; and so long
as they are, it will be denied their support. The challenge facing the lobby is to convince the critics they are
wrong.
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