
Lawyers were often target of RUC threats, inquest is told - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Monday, May 19, 2008    Weather:  Hi: 12°C / Lw: 6°C 

 

Search Site    Advanced Search 

●     niCarFinder.co.uk

●     Loadzajobs.co.uk

●     Propertynews.com

●     Belfast Telegraph TV

●     Family Notices

●     Ads For Free

●     Belfast Telegraph

❍     Home

❍     News

■     Local & National

■     World news

■     Politics

■     Environment

■     Education

■     Letters

■     Opinion

■     Technology

❍     Breaking News

❍     Business

❍     Sport

❍     Health

❍     Features

❍     Columnists

❍     Entertainment

❍     Homefinder

❍     Weather

❍     Archive

❍     Calendar 2008

❍     Telegraph Travel

❍     Shopping Directory

❍     Competition

Inside Belfast
●     Jobs
●     Training
●     Dating
●     Casino
●     Bingo
●     Reader Offers
●     Diners' Club

●     Services

❍     RSS

❍     Media Kit

●     Other Titles

Home > News > Local & National 

Local & National

Lawyers were often target of RUC threats, inquest is told

●     Email 
Article

●     Print 
Version

●     Search

●     Most 
Emailed

●     Most 
Read

 

Friday, May 16, 2008 

By Chris Thorton

A senior solicitor told the Rosemary Nelson inquiry yesterday about battles with the RUC over 
intimidation of lawyers — including the time a client said detectives warned he would end up like 
murdered solicitor Pat Finucane. 

Barra McGrory — the first solicitor in Northern Ireland to be made a QC — told the inquiry into Mrs Nelson's 
murder that defence lawyers were subject to "deliberate and systematic intimidation" by RUC officers. 

"We realised that the RUC's behaviour indicated a deep and maligned mindset of hostility towards defence 
lawyers," he said in his statement to the inquiry. 

Mr McGrory, who also represents Rosemary Nelson's widower Paul in the inquiry, went to the witness box 
yesterday afternoon to describe how solicitors began reporting allegations of intimidation by police officers 
in the years just prior to Mrs Nelson's murder in 1999. Mrs Nelson had been particularly concerned about 
threats, he told the inquiry. 

"In the conversations I had with her in the prison and on the phone, the subject came up every time. She 
was concerned that Pat Finucane's murder wasn't receiving enough attention," he added. 

Mr Finucane had been murdered by the UDA in 1989. Mrs Nelson was killed ten years later by a bomb that 
went off in her car as she drove away from her home in Lurgan. 

Yesterday the inquiry saw statements from clients she had submitted to the Law Society, describing 
intimidation through clients. One client said in his statement that arresting officers told him that Mrs Nelson 
wouldn't get him off this time because she would be dead soon. He made the statement a year before she 
was murdered. 

Mr McGrory said several clients had told him of threats against him made by detectives interviewing them. 
On one occasion, he said he parked at a petrol station when he went to see a client in Castlereagh holding 
centre. He said that client was later told that if Mr McGrory parked there again, he could wind up like Pat 
Finucane. 

Prior to mid-1990s, "we hadn't made such a big issue of it," he told the inquiry. "Perhaps in hindsight we 
should have done so". 

He said that many defence solicitors previously hadn't given much thought to the situation because they 
were "case hardened and used to it". 

The QC said that it was only when the UN and other non-governmental organisations began asking about 
the intimidation that "we realised how badly we were treated and how dangerous this was". 

Mr McGrory said solicitors made few official complaints because "we had no faith in the complaints 
system". He said that because there was no independent evidence it was a case of one person's word 
against another's and "police would always believe another policeman when they said there had been no 
threat". 

He said the intimidation stopped abruptly when sound recording of suspect interviews was introduced. 

 

More articles in Local & National

●     New York trip was busman's holiday: policing body

●     Attracta murderer launches appeal

Don't Miss . . .

In Pictures:  
Big screen riot

Rangers fans 
clash with police 
after TV failure 

In Pictures:  
Burma cyclone

Disease, hunger 
and thirst 
threatens 
survivors 

In Pictures:  
China quake

More shocking 
images in the 
aftermath of 
earthquake 

Papal mystery
Did pope finance 
King Billy's 
invasion of 
England?

School is 
out for order

Christian 
Brothers retreat 
from education

In Pictures:  
Carnival of Culture

Berlin's four-day 
party to 
celebrate world 
cultures 

In Pictures:  
Crash scene

Police officers 
are injured as 
car fails to stop 

In Pictures:  
Bertie at the Boyne

Taoiseach's last 
day spent with 
Big Ian at Boyne 
centre

In Pictures & Video:  
2008 Business Awards

Belfast 
Telegraph's 
glittering gala 
ceremony

Loadzajobs | Propertynews | Sunday Life | Community Telegraph 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3706417.ece (1 of 4)19/05/2008 15:58:23

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=728x90;pos=Banner1;ord=12112076?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.nicarfinder.co.uk/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/adsforfree/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/technology/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/breaking-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/calendar-2008/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/shopping-directory/
http://competition.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.here2learn.com/
http://belfasttelegraph.parship.co.uk/
http://www.getminted.com/
http://www.foxybingo.com/
http://www.independentshopping.ie/default.asp?refr=BT&Curr=4
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/hi-life/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/rss/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/thefacts
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3706417.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3706417.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3706417.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3706417.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3662857.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3715728.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3703658.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3703658.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3704107.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3704107.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3698489.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3698489.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3698440.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3698430.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3698430.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3696298.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3696298.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3683856.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3683856.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3677142.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3677142.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3601074.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3601074.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/


Lawyers were often target of RUC threats, inquest is told - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

❍     Sunday Life

❍     Community Telegraph

❍     Ireland's Saturday Night

●     3,000 health jobs could be lost in Belfast

●     Ulster fuel costs highest in UK

●     Plastic policemen plan to be scrapped

In Pictures:  
Undie-cover Agent

Agent 
Provocateur's 
revealing lingerie 
launch

 

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3706417.ece (2 of 4)19/05/2008 15:58:23

http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.irelandsaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3715487.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3715698.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3715705.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3600865.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3600865.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=12112076?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=12112076?


Lawyers were often target of RUC threats, inquest is told - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

 
 

World in Pictures 

2008 
January 
February 
March 
 
2007 
Jan & Feb 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

Video

Video: Titanic town
Ship's Belfast 
beginnings 
celebrated in 
exhibition

BT Woman of the Year
Applauding 
Ulster's most 
exceptional 
women

Omagh blaze tragedy
Special report on 
Northern 
Ireland's worst 
house fire

Belfast Telegraph 
Property Awards  

Celebrating 
excellence at the 
inaugural awards 
gala 

Best view in town
Special 
multimedia 
report on Belfast 
Wheel

In Pictures . . .

News 
Paisley quits 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3706417.ece (3 of 4)19/05/2008 15:58:23

http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=12112076?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3304786.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3400287.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3485308.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2859697.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2312113.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2413756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2540268.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2612497.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2925016.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3249872.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3019225.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3224258.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3549506.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/btwoman/article3205134.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/omagh_fire/gallery-index.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/multimedia/belfast-wheel.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3490774.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20


Lawyers were often target of RUC threats, inquest is told - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Victoria Square  
Building collapse  
Ulster Fry event  
The Twelfth 
Bull Run  
Award-winners 
Flooded Ulster  
Sunny Northern Ireland  
Devolution Day  
Assembly Elections  
Maze tumbles 
Blair quits 
Last watchtower  
Carrick-a-rede 
 
Events 
Sexiest women  
St Patrick's Day  
Derry Xmas  
Boss is back 
Xmas: what a turn on  
Property Awards  
50 Cent  
Enrique Iglesias  
Halloween 
Fantasy Fest  
Rolling Stones  
Oxegen 07  
Beach Party 07  
Balmoral Show 
Razorlight 
St Patrick's Day 
Mardis Gras 
Justin Timberlake 
Brit Awards 07  
 
Sport  
N Ireland v Georgia  
Spain 1 Norn Iron 0 
Win over Denmark  
Windsor win  
Golf: Rory McIlroy  
British Open  
Copa America Final  
N Ireland v Sweden 
Six Nations 
World in Sport  
 

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Group Websites

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3706417.ece (4 of 4)19/05/2008 15:58:23

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3493079.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3503310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3645469.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3527029.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3244980.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article3258290.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3180103.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3133210.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article3136010.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3555367.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3182248.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3174876.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/group-websites/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Lawyers were often target of RUC threats, inquest is told - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	ANEKFHNNINJIDFNDPHJNMOBELLNGFMFMBJ: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




