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"It aims to connect young Irish and Palestinian people, explore their sense
of identity and build confidence," said Ms Packham, from Ballinteer
Community School in south Co Dublin.

The exchange is funded by the Leargas education service with additional
support from aid agencies, Irish churches and the Glencree Centre for
Reconciliation.

"Their activities will focus on peace-building skills and learning how to
make a scrapbook about their faith in action in their communities,” added
Ms Packham.

Palestinian group leader Rev Fadi Diab said most of the teenagers have
never travelled outside the West Bank before.

"They are excited by this opportunity to make new friends in Ireland," he
added.

The group attended the All Ireland Senior Hurling Championship quarter
final between Limerick and Clare at Croke Park on Sunday last.

They are due to visit St Patrick™s Cathedral on Friday to participate in an
educational project which focuses on the story of St Patrick.
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