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We are disturbed by the worsening condition of Mr Frank Stagg, an inmate
of Wakefield Prison. While Amnesty International has not worked for Mr Sﬁagg
as a prisoner of conscience, we cannot help but regard the possibility of his
dying on hunger strike as a matter of legitimate concern for Amnesty International
on humanitarian grounds. It is our understanding that he has indicated that he
would terminate his hunger strike on condition that assurances were given him
that he would not be returned to solitary confinement. We are further informed
that Mr Stagg was prior to his hunger strike subjected to prolonged solitary
confinement as a form of punishment. If this is the case, there are strong
grounds for believing that this demand by Mr Stagg is reasonable and should be
acceded to as the possible price of saving Mr Stagg's life.

Knowing that there are precedents affecting supporters of both sides in
Northern Ireland wheresconditions of detention have been the subject of
government decision, I urge that on hunmanitarian grounds your office give
assurances to Mr Stagg that he will not be returned to solitary confinement.

Respectfully yours

PR e seov g

Hans Ehrenstrale
Deputy Secretary General

Secretary General: MARTIN ENNALS

PATRONS: The Archbishop of Canterbury, Greal Britain = Roger Baldwin, President of the International League for the Rights of Man, U.S.A,
Danilo Dolei, .‘ilcth‘l < Professor Grich Fromm, New York and Mexico + LbsGen, Sir Brian Horroeks, Great Hritain Jean-Flavien Lalive, Switzers
land * Professor Salvador de Madarlaga, Spain ¢ Yehudi Mennhin, Great Deilals © Professor Gunnne Myrdal, Sweden “ Alan Paton, South
Aftlen + Dr, Mantin Nlamoller, Gormany + Soan MacBride, S.C., Ireland + Professor Giorgio La Pira, Haly + Professor Julius Stone, Australia
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- Thank you for your letter of 23rd January about Frank . -
Stagg. ' s ' 0%
fle was convicted vith three others on 1st tovember,
1873 of conspiracy to commit arson and criminal damage; he

was sentenced to ten years' imorisonment. Prior to his
present hunger strike, which began on 13th December, he has
refused food over three periods for various reasons. On
occasion these have included a wish for "political status",
the central element of which seems to have been exenntion

from the work requirement. His present demands are apparently
that he should be transferred from Vakefield prison immediately
and then - if not now - moved to a prison in Horthern Ireland;
that he should not be required|to work: and that he should

.hever be held again in segregaFion._-
. JE '

While | have no wish for[Frank Stagg, or any other

“hunger striking prisonar, to seek to take his own life in

this vay, there can be no question of my negotiating with

hunger strikers. Indeed | have mace my nosition on hunger
-striking clear as long ago now as 17th July, 1974 in a state-

ment to the louse, a copy of vhich | enclose. Frank Staga
has been treated fully in accordance with the procedures laid
down at that time and is thereforc aware of the consequences
of a continued refusal of food, " e

It would be quite wrong for me to differentiate betveen
those to whom most attention has bisen drawn while treating less
favourably those vho.have obeyed the rules.  There is no
provision for "political status" in our prisons; all convicted
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prisoners are treated alike, and it would not be pessible

to administer a penal system on any other basis. This
has alwvays been made clear to Frank Stagg and that is the
reason why it would not he right for me to give any under-
taking about his not being required to work.

| am not sure what you mean about lorthern Ireland
prececents, but what is clear is that Frank Stagg has no
connection with Horthern Ireland. ile was born in the lrish
Republic in 1941 and came to England in in 1959, where he
settled in Coventry, married a'girl from Co, Mayo and bought

‘a house. It has, however, been made clear to him that | am

willing to transfer him to a prison that is nearer his home

~in Coventry.

Finally, you mention solitary confinement.  Frank Stagg
has been awarded periods of cellular confinement by thel Board
of Visitors at Yakefield under the prison rules. They had

found him guilty of refusing to work. This Form of nunish-

ment, among others, has been approved by Parliament and unden
the prison rules | cannot prospectively suspend the avard of
1t or any other permissable punishment for a particular
prisoner, A I A e R .
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