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O-RIS AGREEMINT: DESPATCH FROM HM AMBASSADOR, CUBLIN

I have seen a copy of Sir Alan Qoodrsun's despatch of 13 Derember addressed kg the
Foreign & Commenwealth Secretary. It has been compased with that elegance and
lueidity which gre powerfu! ornaments of the Ambassador's profession. But =g for
fear that it s redolent of that fatluous complacency which has
misinfarmed, and may continue ta musinform Ministers ghout actions, realities and

praspects in Northern [reland,

Lel me poss a questio » drawing upon quotations frain the despatch. Why is ir, !
nad “an unusual willingness to take eccount of Unionis s2nsitivitiss”,

"not going o iunaes unicnist interests nor, what is vital o us3,

¢ wighe:" that we have sphieved an autcome which has had the remarkable

nitirg Bishop, editer, uniopist moderate and Loyalist corr iE!-b{"}' in a

toantion of outrage? taw did it coms sbout, drawing ihig tyme REO hyer éiew
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publishad in the Belfast ieleyreph, that our own Prime Minister foun: he raaction

2 the Agreernant “nuch worse thanm | expected”? There are many who could have

5 o . " Y

teld ner or inoss con m2rrdng the Agreement to her {if they Bad ever sought to ask)

that guch a teaction was entirely predictable,

Paragreph 4 of the surnmary of the despatch describes the Sareement having

3

Httie weal difficulties w thin

teec “well received", fns ey reference o the

ot MNerthecn reland

* the jotricacies of the hew p3tiarn that has been forined”. As ane
tr't".%r!g shokens within that particular kaleidoscape, 1 find (he
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g0 IO reassuring,
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Such is the received wisdom about the Agreement and iis altermatih which Iz

winging ite way nol onfy to the Cabinel and Foreign Dffices and the 8400, bt zlzo
tv remote diplomatic wissions in Sena'a or Ceracas. It is hased on a perceplien
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which regularly comments upon the "irish Times” but does not take the Yei

Telzgraph” under 1ts notice.

{ really think some fundamental questions have to be asked about

standing of the Northern lreland Office. H the Northern ireland problem

vegarded as a whelly interas! ong, the NIO weould presumably be accepted as
iead Department in =il matters relsting to it, and the full resources
sccumutated experience of the Dffice would he invelved ia worsking out policy,
strategy end tactics. 1f, on the other hand, Northern lcelsnd were an external
territary, the lncal UK repressatation would be providing for the whele of officisl
Whitehall regular reporting which would convey the flavaur af loval comments,
attitudes and reactions. As it is, | fear we fall between two stools. The Foreign
and Cabinet Offices wiil not let the NITY get on with the job of runming Morthern
Ireland; nor wifl they, on the other hasnd, take ary credible steps to inform
themselves at first hand about the compiexities and nuances of the lecal situalion,
it iz & grest tamptation in Qovernment (and no doubt in other foerms of activity) to
excluda from the processss of policy formation those who may give advice which
one does not particulsrly want to hesr. To yield to tnat temptation, however, 15 Lo
rislk making great misjsdgements. i sm not at sl confidernt that an
tmplemantation of the »f-‘.:_:,_wfee.-'nem stronaly inftuenced by the perceptions of
Foreign and Cabinet Offices willy in the end, promeote “peace, stability

reconciliatian jn MNorthera ireland®,
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