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The Secretary of State t j!l meetings with Irish M.ini.st.en; took place 

v.i tboot of fic1.a is . JIlr Lyon is .t.s.s.U.ng record5 an the basi s of 

full de-briefing provided by the Secretary) of State 1.Raediately 

afterwards. Mhile the Ministers were aeetlng , Hr Lyon I Hr Tathaa 

and I had paral.lel discussl.ons with Irish Offic1a1s • .Plr Nally , 

Ilr Lillis. Plarga.ret Bennessy aru!. fir Burke. Many ef the same points 

were covered . '11lis note tries to record 1t..e-s IllId ~ha.se8 which 

may supplement what vas learned frea the .Kinlster1.al discussions . 

2. The general impression IRIS that the discussions were w"re 

hard-hitting and yet positive than during Kr Barry's visit to London . 

While it ViUl generally agreed that not.h.ing could happen before 

Ue electiOl1 . the Irish were seriously consider1Dq the possibil ities 

an(! the difficulties about aaki.ncJ progress thereafter . "l'hey were 

JIIIOre 2lVilre o£ the di.fficu.l ties of 60ing bo.5i.ness vi.th any radically 

different regi.ll.e vhtch aight follow our election and seemed to be 

vork.ing 00 the provisional assutiption that sDCb change would not 

be aade. 'l'hey recogn1sed that the Assembly vas central to our thlnkinq. 

Mr ~detine ' s "ReIIIarks 

3. 'IhB row over Mr Besel t.t.ne t.s ~ vas trea·ted in a low key 

fashion, &l.JIost as :U .1.t h a.d. nothmq to do with our discussions. 

1.1Ie lrish dutlfull.y InfoD!led n& of the steps they fel t obliqed to 

take . 1fe exp1a.i.ned that the r emarks were an ' off'-the-c;:uff response 
--

/to 
• 
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to qoesti0D.5 and e.rpresli>ed surp;r:iBe that ill protest ~s t:Onsldered 

appropriate. We all recogn~-:ed the 1JIportance the Irish attach 

to neutrality and did not cha11enge their rigbt to purs~e the 

policy which they thought appropriate , but it cUd bot follow that 

any COIIDgent on that policy required f oraa.l protest. 

4 • 'lhe stnri.es th5t the NJD W!S h::Ib-ncX:h.in9 with Sinn Fcln.,allegedly based 

up::n .lnfonaat1.oCl froll. the SDLP and Catho11c Bishops. was put to 

officials in the saJIIe way as to the Secretary of State and we 

reacted with tile 8U1e incredu1ity. '!'he susp1cloo vas clearly 

g enuine , owing much to perceptiOll£ of dea..1i.ng s St!ftral years ago 

and a belief that Brit.ish lU.nisteno thought Sinn Pei.n could be 

tallied , We S&id that SDLP anxietie£ and misunderstandings could 

not readily account for such an extraord.inary re~ of the 

truth . One wondered about deliberate disinformation . There was 

no illusion i.n the JlIO that chatting about drains an(! housing 

...,lth Sinn Fein WCJul.d l ead the lilA a'WllY froa violence. . A5 for not 

tin 
. .e.:<! . 

arres 9 Kr KacGuinness. liMit: he and Kr ~ vere the two we 

\oIOuld JDOst li.ke t:o see corrvi.cted but tntideACe was requ~red . 

The Dublin Forum 

5. otfic1al s plall that the f:i,rst aeeting of the forma will be ill 

public but thereafter ita discussions should be private until the 

fina l laeeti.ng~ they reco<JDise matters .ay turn out othervise . They 

plan a prog~ of ...aller COIIa.i.t.tees to do 1D06 t of the vorlt under 

the '}eoe.ral supervi.sion of a ~tt:ee of t.he • party lea.ders . 

They are detenri.ned that the business £bould be OYer by the end o f 

the year. Dr Fit.xGera.l~ hila.self .u &aid to be eot:husiastlc about 

the FoTUll . Hr lIu1,. vas Y"erY cyn.ical. $U~ti.ng that the outCOllle 

vil l be little JDOre thu a seri.~s of· e.MYs . It vas not clear 

whether there vou1d be & single blueprint for & urdted Ireland or 
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a series of .options, thoU9h the latter seeJDed JIIOl:'e likely. 

It was , bcNever . clear that 'the ~6CUSsiops would focus on 

desi~ a united Ireland and the ooubt vas how far 

Fianna FaH would allov the diffi.cul.t .i£sue.a such as finance. 

the ccnst1.tutloJl~ .defence and .... cultural -..tte.r& to be addressed. 

Our lOuggestiona t:hat it vas bIportant to consider .mat should 

bappen in the islaDd of Ire..land while consent to a united Irelillld 

was not avallahl.e were politel.y received but the iapression we 

gained vas that tho&e conce.rned with the ForuA felt. that they had 

more than enough to do in holdi.nq the participant.s together in 

their p,ru.e pw:po&e without takiDq OD additiona.l diHicult. and 
d. " 1/ I S !-11 e. 
d~ri.w £asks. 

£. 'l'b.e.re vas genuine enthwda.&.lll for obt..4.i:nin9 a OnJ..onlst input 

t o the Forma but ACCeptance that Doblin should seek this without: 

RIO help. We ~tlon.ed the siJllple point that a properly publicised 

announce.ent inviting snl-efS5ions and q.1ving t1ae tor those 

interested to prepare thea wou1d belp anI! that, in the first .instance. 

people .ught be .,re ready to .w.1t papers than attend i.n person. 

1. '!hose attendl.ng the Forua v:i..ll .receive pay of '100 a day, plus 

expen&es, unless they are al.ceady paid as e1.ected representatives; 

this Jaeans aJiBey for the SIJLP attenders only . 

AllC 

8 .. ~ Irish regarded the .-eet..1ng ~cb JJ..u; recently been arranged 

with Si.r Jtobert Araatronq as a fuJ.l ~et1nq of the Steerinq 

Coaaaittee not just to d1.scuss Bftcount:.er. '!'hey had in ai.nd going 

t.hrough the Joint Studies and ex-aMi Df nq which of the topiea 

identified cou).d wjefully be takeD further. '!bey ¥ill a.l.ao want 

to rai~a.rU...-eDtarv Body I t:houqh recocrn1sinq that t:he chances 

of speedy procn'eBs are slender. OD. RDcounte.r t:hey 'Were DOW 

ready to QC) ahead e'f'en.' ~ to b!we an ~t acrJ:eed in 

the .arqins of the Stnttvart n-ouitty ~t. 

--- . 

• - 1 -
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9. There vas .uch re..entme.nt o.t the note left with the I.rish 

about pat%'Ol1ng _ 'J'be fact. that Mr TaUta.."s ~in9 DOte had , 

as u normal practi.ce , been l.eft with the Irish , vas 1.nterpret.ed 

as .. " high l.evel of p:rotest . They also thought the l anguage vas 

unduly strollq . We explained that it vas not intended to be a hlqh 

level protest& 'ftiey emphasised that the planned patrol had been 

arranged well in advance and vas not an .i.waedlate response to the 

B1Aney-inspired newspaper article or linked to the by-election . 

'1hey stressed t.hat IUntst.ers ",ere uPJret. by the t.e.raB of our protest. 

We responded that while both Governments mad.:: OOllflicti.ng clailu. 

and SOIIIe politicians in both couritries were vigilant in publicly 

insisting that the ful.l clam was viqorously sustained , eEbarraSS5ents 

were virtually inevitable and the only sensi.ble course vas fo r our 

two Govern.-enu, possibly as the II'lL exercise , to try and agree On 

a ~c so as to reJAOVe the source of the "diffi.culty . 
/0<:"-1 ' 

C~ration JIorth 

10. Hr Li~ professed embarrassa.ent and puulettent. at the 

reluctance to cont1.nue ~di.ng Co~ati.al North at the previQUa 

level & 1'be IrJ.ab had . he lW.l1.d , with some doubu about the coapete.nce 

aDd ef.fect1veftess of Co-operation 5orth . been influenced to make thei r 

contri.hnUoo by the enthusia.s.m of Kr Prior and the Prime ltin.i&ter 

for the orga.nu.ation. FuIlcling froIII private orqanisaUoos vas 

nOli linked to the t>cal.e of funding frDDI the GovertJBeIlt. and a 

reducUOlI. of 3/.f ill the Gove.rDIIIent's contri.bution vas l:l.1t:ely t o 

lead to a silllila.r reduction 1.n private fun.d~ . IftLatever we IllAY 

have underst.ood about the ori.gJ.na.l plan for Gove.nJlleDt. fundi.n9 

being .. once only exe.rcise , the lrhh had never been onder any 

such illusion . 'J'bey had ~e pr:ovision for (Ir1.sh)ESO r OOO 

t.hi.s year and tIOUl.d find it d.1ffJ,enlt: to change course. We IDade 

the u.snal. points About the need for 1ndepen4ence , t:he Treasury . 

I and 

• 
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and the oace-on1y nature of the Ol:i«].irull aqree.ent but ~greed 

t o think further . 

linsale Gas 

1'. 'l'he Ir1.Bh profe.se4 to be encouraqed by the meetin<j of 

officials a few days ~ which. they said. , offered new hope f or 

an agreement . We said that , ¥ith reservations since we were 

not. ~pert.s Ul th.1s b us1.ness. -our understandiDg vas that the 

officia.l.s here who were dId not share that optilrlsa.. and the 

feeling "'ClS rti.l.l.. that the odds &eenIed heavily aqa1.nst aqreement 

IItUch as we "<)u1d 1 ilc.e it. 

'1'he F;uropean f?"!!"n i tr aIld 'S inn Few 

12. Kr Lill.i$ raised aga1..n his idea that the Irish and the Dnited 

JCL~ should jointly ask f or t he European Counc:il to rule that 

the ':~si.OD. officials &hould not see S1.nn Pe1.n . Otherwise 

their ... .o.!cs a llowed thet. DO di.&cretion. t o refuse to see e l ected 

representatives _ We said that the i dea bad been referred t o the 

Forei gn and Cc·,. .. ~ th OfU.oe experts and was being tAken 

seriously. but we lIODdered about the l egal position and about 

whether such a high profi le effort vas really the .-ost: effective 

IleanS of prevellt:j.nq S!.nn Pe.1.n qa.1.I1inq reCOC]llition . 

C L ~gel 
9 May ,983 
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