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At Mr Blelloch's dinner for Sir Leonard Figg last night I asked Eddie McGrady, the SDLP Chief Whip, how he assessed views on the hunger strike in the Catholic community. He confirmed our impression that so far interest was slight: people did not sympathise with the strikers' aim and had already been through it all before Christmas. Nevertheless, he warned that hunger strikes inevitably produced a gut reaction in the Catholic community and that as time went on and the strikers began to weaken there could be a considerable rise in temperature. If this coincided with further activity by Mr Paisley, there could be an inter-reacting escalation of feelings on both sides in the awkward run-up to the May elections. 
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