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' TELEPHONE: (202) 4€ 2-3939 2234 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N.W.
FAX. (202) 232-2 19'93 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008
( v
To: Press Section :
For: Dan Mulhall Pages : 7 (Incl. Cover sheet)
From: Adriaa O’Neill Date: April 13, 1998
[ Joe Lennon (GIS); Adrian McDaid; Dermot Brangan
‘White House Reaction to Agreement

Attached for your reference are transcripts of President Clinton’s remarks in the
Oval Office on Good Friday welcoming the conclusion of the multi-party Agreement
and the text of the Presilent’s weekly radio address on Saturday which was devoted
to Northern Ireland.

Senator Mitchell is meeting the President in the Oval Office this aftermoon. I
understand there will bi: some pool coverage of the meeting, including RTE. Senator
Mitchell will then most ikely meet the press at the “stake out” area as he leaves the
White House. I also understand that there is a possibility that President Clinton
might make himself aviilable this afternoon for a 10 minute telephone conference
interview with the Irisiy press corp in Washington (Joe Carroll of the Irish Times,
Susan Garraty of the [.ish Independent and Mark Little of RTE),

END
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THE WHITE HOUSE
n. Office of the Press Secretary
C .
For Immediate Relea; & R April 10, 1998
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
O THE NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE PROCESS
The Oval Office
230PM EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Guiod afternoon. After a 30-year winter of sectarian violence, Northermn
Ireland today has the fromise of a springtime of peace. The agreement that has emerged from
the Northem Ireland p race talks opens the way for the people there to build a society based
on enduring peace, juslice, and equality. The vision and commitment of the participants in

. the talks has madc real the prayors for peace on both sides of the Atlantic and both sides of
the peace line.

All friends of Ireland and Northem Ireland know the task of making the peace endure will be
difficult. The path of  cace i3 never easy. But the parties have made brave decisions. They
have chosen hope ove: hate, the promice of the future over the poison of the past. And in so
doing, already they ha e written a new chapter in the rich history of their island — a chapter of
resoluts courage that i ispires us all.

In the days to come, there may be those who will try to undermine this great achievement --
not only with words biit perhaps also with violence. All the parties and all the rest of us must
stand shoulder to shoulder to defy any such appeals.

On this Good Friday, 1ve give thanks for the work of Prime Minister Ahern and Prime
Minister Blair, two truly remarkable leaders who did an unbelievable job in these talks. We
give thanks for the wo k of Senator George Mitchell, who was brilliant and unbelievably
patient and long suffer ing. We give thanks especially to the leaders of the parties, for they had
to make the courageou s decisions. We also thank Prime Minister Blair and Prime Minister
Ahem's predecessors f ir starting and nurturing the process of peace.

Together, all these pec ple have created the best chance for peace in a generation. In May, the
people of Ireland and 1/orthern Ireland will have the chance to seize the gift they have been
given. At this Easter scason, British and Irish leaders have followed the admonition of Luke,
“to give light to them 1/ho sit in darkness and in the shadow of death and to guide their feet
into the way of peace.’ For that, peace-loving people the world over can be very grateful.

Q Mr. President, what promises or assurances did the United States maks to help move this
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process along?
o o
THE PRESIDENT: Well, from the very beginning all I have tried to do is to help create the
conditions in which puace could develop, and then to do whatever I was asked to do or
whatever seemed helpful to encourage and support the parties in the search for peace. And
that's all I did last nigl t

&
Q Did you offer any asgistance in tesms of financisl aid, and what did you think -

THE PRESIDENT: N
Q ~ where did you reaily weigh in in all those phone calls.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, the answer to your first question is no. Now, we have, as
all of you know, an inizmational fund for Ireland, which I have strongly supported. And I do
believe that there will ye very significant economic benefits flowing to the people of Ireland,
both Protestant and C tholic, in Northem Ireland and in the Republic, if this peace takes hold.
But there was no spec fic financial assurance sought, nor was any given.

In terms of the give an i take, you know, 1 made a lot of phone calls last night and up until this
morning - actually un il right before the last session. But I think the specifics are not all that
important. I did what 1 was asked to do. Again, I was largely guided by the work of Prime
Minister Blair and Priine Minister Ahern. I had a very -- a long talk, in the middle of the night
for me, last night with Senator Mitchell about his work there, and I'm looking forward to

! seeing him early next 'veek. [ just did what I thought would help. And I tried to do what I was
asked to do.

Q Mr. President, will 1ou be going to Belfast now that they've reached a deal?

THE PRESIDENT: W:ll, I really haven't had much discussion about it. No decision has been
made. This is not ever a day to think about that. This is a day to celebrate the achievement of
the people and the peaze talks.

Q President Clinton, dp you feel somewhat vindicated for the policies that — including giving
Gerry Adams a visa here --that have come under scrutiny and at times have brought you some
derision from other pa 'ts of the world for being too provocative.

THE PRESIDENT: Wall, when I did it, I thought it would help to create a climate in which
peace might emerge. Z.nd I believe it was a positive thing to do. I believed it then, I believe it
now.

But make no mistake ¢ bout it. Whenever peace is made by people anywhere, the credit
. belongs to the parties ' vhose own lives and livelihoods and children and future are on the
‘line. And that's the wa : I feel today. If anything that I or the United States was able to do was
helpful, espeocially bec wuse of our historic ties to Great Britain and becauss of the enormous
number of Trish Ameri :ans we have and the feelings we have for the Irish and their troubles,
then I am very grateful. But the credit for this belongs to the people who made the decisions.

Q What role do you expect to play from now on?

Q Mr. President, have aow fragile is the peace agreement? How fragile is it and will it be able
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to withstand a violaticn of the cease-fire?

THE PRESIDENT: W ll, I think the parties will honor it. They fought too hard over the
details —down to the zleventh hour and then some. They even went past Senator Mitchell's
deadline and well inta this Good Friday. Given Irish history, maybe it's appropriats that this
was done on this day. )

(
So they fought too hatd over the details to violate them. I expect the parties to honor the
agreement. And then ii's really up to the people. The people of Northern Ireland and the
people of the Republii: of Ireland are going to have a vote on it in May, in late May, and their
judgment will prevail.

Will there be those wi o are disgruntled, who may seek to violate the cease-fire, who are not
part of the parties that have signed off on this agreement? There may well be. But if we all
stand shoulder-to-shorilder together and everyone understands that the integrity of the leaders
and the parties that are: part of this process is still unshakable and rock solid, I think we'll be
all right. We just need to let the Irish people have their say, and [ think they will have their
say.

Q What role do you e pect to play from now on in this process, in terms of trying to maintain
this agreement?

THE PRESIDENT: Wzll, I don't know. IfI can be helpful, I will. That's besn my position all
along That's whatI te | everybody that talks to me about it. But no decision has been made
about that and, you kn »w, the United States believes in this proceas passionately. L,
personally, am deeply rommitted ta it. And if the leaders think there's something I can do to
be helpful, well, of coiirse, I'll try. But there's been no discussion about it and no decision

made.
Q Mr. President, coulc. there have been an agresement today without your efforts last night?

THE PRESIDENT: Ol;, I certainly — I wouldn't say there couldn't have been. I was asked to
help; I did my best to 1 elp.

But let me say again, t rere were people that I was talking to up until 8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,
even later this mornin;; who haven't been to bed in 48 hours. They sat and talked and worked
and fought and argued and got back together. And for some of them, they put their political
lives on the line; other : may have put even mors on the line, as you well know.

And they and the Prim : Ministers and Senator Mitchell, who somehow kept it all together,
they deserve the credii I just tried to do what I was asked to do. If 1 played a positive role, I'm
grateful to have had th  chance to do so.

5 Q Happy Easter. Arey su going to Camp David?

THE PRESIDENT: I am. We're going up probably in the early evening and I hope all of you
have a great holiday. E less you.

Q What are you going (0 do about the Middle Bast? (Laughter.)
THE PRESIDENT: W :ll, we got Bosnia and Haiti, and now, I hope, Ireland. And I'll just
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So I would hope that t nose who care desperately about the Middle East and want the peace
process there to preva | will take great heart here, because believe you me, 1 know a lot about
this. There were a lot if tough decisions which had to be made, nobody could get everything
they wanted, and risks had to be taken. And they were taken. And they now will be saken.
And it seems to me thi t the friends of pegce in the Middle East should sake great heart from
this and perhaps we'll rven find some examples that could be followed.

-

Thank you.

Q Mrs. Clinton said thit peace in Ireland is an article of faith. Is there going to be any kind of
Clinton celebration here this evening?

THE PRESIDENT: I'n; celebrating right now, but we need to let the Irish people have their
say. That's going to be in a few weeks.

Q Going to let these g'1ys go to sleep?

THE PRESIDENT: Rijht now I want these guys to go to sleep. I hope nothing serious

happens to our countr' in the next eight hours, because I've got a bunch of pickle brains in
the NSC. (Laughter.)

To comment on this service,
send feedback to the Web Development Team.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
Saturday, April 11, 1998

Listen to Address with Rea! Audio plaver | Download in .au format (3 Mb)

RADIO ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE NATION
‘ The Oval Office

THE PRESIDENT: G wd moming. Across America and around the world, this is a holy
weekend for three of t ve world's great religions. Christians are celebrating Easter; Jews,
Passover; and Muslim have just ended their annual pilgrimage, the Hajj.

On this special weeketid, the eyes of the world and the prayers of so many, are focused on
Northern Ireland, as a1. historic peace agreement was reached among representatives of all the

major parties to that l¢ ng and tragic conflict.

1 especially want to sa ute the leadership of Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of Ireland, Prime
Minister Tony Blair o' Great Britain, and the leaders of all the pasties who came together in a
remarkable display of :ourage to set aside differences in the pursuit of peace. I also salute the
previous Prime Ministers of Ireland and Great Britain, who started and nourished this peace
process.

~ And all Americans shc uld take a special measure of pride that the taiks in Northern Ireland
were chaired by Georg» Mitchell, the former Majority Leader of the United States Senate,
who has served his coiintry and the cause of peace very, very well. I thank him for his brilliant
leadership.

Of course, we understi nd that the pain and hatred of so many years cannot and will not be
washed away in one wekend. So on behalf of the American people I pledge the continuing
aid, support, encourag 'ment and prayers of the United States to the effort to build & lasting
peace and an enduring prosperity in Ireland and Northern Ireland.

“In the last analysis, the future of that region lies in the hearts and hands of its people. Like so
many Americans, part of my family calls Ireland home. And having been thers, having met
with so many remarialile Irish men and women, from all sides of the conflict, T have seen the
future in their syes — & future in which children can grow up free from fear; a future rich with
the lilt of Irish laughte, not the pain of bitter tears.

There may be those wl:0 seek to undermine this agreement by returning to violence. so we are

resolved that the acts ¢ f peace and courage will triumph over scts of cowardice and terror.
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. Tomarraw, the dawn 'vill break on Easter moming. All across lreland, Catholics and
Protestants will in the.r own way proclaim their faith in the triumph of life over death. On this
Easter, their leaders hi ve lifted their Christian beliefs and have lived them by giving the
people of Ireland and ' Jorthem Ireland the chance to choose peace over conflict, indeed, to
choose life over death .

¢
When I visited Ulster, and later the Republio of Ireland, the great Nobel Prize-winning Irish
poet, Seamus Heaney, gave me & stanza from a poem he wrote that today hangs on the wall of
my office in the upstais of the White House, Its message has a special meaning today. Here's
what it says: "History : ays, "Don't hope on this side of the grave.' But then, once in a lifetime,
the longed-for tidal wave of justice can rise up, and hope and history rhyme." What a
wonderful Easter gift {or the Irish, Irish Americans, and lovers of peace everywhere.

Thank you for listenin 3.
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