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. PUP DELECATION SPEAKING AFTER LEAVING HILLSBOROUCH CASTLE MEETINC
WITH DAVID ANDREWS - 7 JANUARY 1887

++- ANGLO IRISH TP @doo2

DAVID ERVINE

| think if | just tell you what happened as opposed to taking a series of
questions because It is very simple. we laid in front of the Irlsh Covernment
our cause for disqulet. | think they listened intentty, There were elements of
the meeting which | would describe as good and positive and those issues | will
not dellberate upon. | think we now need to go and talk to our own people
and i image glven that the Irish Government cannot atone solve aur problems
that they now have people to talk to as well.

MEDIA

what recommenaation will you be giving to your party executive?

DAVID ERVINE

Y]

| think that we will keep that between ourselves and our party executive.

MEDIA

Are you happter emerging than when you were going in?

DAVID ERVINE

| don‘t think | could describe it 3s being happier | think that there were
elements of positivity within that meeting that would aimost suggest that
there were elements of negativity within that meeting. | think we will leave It
at that. | think there Is more work to be done, that the irish Govermment and
the British Government are now fully aware, face to face, in private
circumstances exactly the disqulet that the Progressive Unlonist Party nhave.
Nobody can be under any illusions there can be nobody can put there spins
upon it, it has been clearty stated.

MEDIA
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Do you feel though that you have got enough from this particular ,
3dministration that If It Is matched on the British side to bring you into the 3
administration to bring you into the talks process on Monaday?

DAVID ERVINE

well | think we wilil hardly batance that between the two Govermments, we will
wait and see what the next coupie of days bring.

MEDIA

BUC did you get enough here to build upon, if the 8ritish reciprocace that you
could be In there next week?

DAVIO ERVINE

To answer that guestion would be to be pejarative in one w3y or the another. |[
am not prepared to do that. | am saying to you clearly that there are elements
of positivity in this meeting but the irish Covernment alone cannot soive our
problems and | think now is the quéstion for both Governments.

MEDIA

what were the negatives? PosItivity yes, what were the negatives?

DAVID ERVINE

| 3am not prepared to deliberate.

MEDIA

Has the situation been clarifiled about the confidence-bullding (lalson
committee and Its role (n the future?

BILLY HUTCHINSON

[ think you should ask the Irish Government that?
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DAVID ERVINE

1 think they are coming out behind us and certainly there was a ot of debate
around that. | will not breach confidentiality it s something that we won't do,
that we don't do. we have had a decent conversation with two Governments
where they are left under no illusions about the genuine and honourable
position that we have. They now have the difficuity | think of dellberating
among themsetves and finding out whether or not they can move to what Is an
honourable position.

MEDIA
Why do you say difficuities though David?

DAVID ERVINE

we are not the only participants In the talks, | should have thought it was very
clear.

MEDIA
who's fault was it?
DAVID ERVINE

The question would be why dia we ever have confidence-buiiding measures
housed outside the process in the first place. {f some participants want them
inside It would seem that because they are outside some participants wanted
themn on the outside and that is why | say the two Governments now must
deliberate on what they can do to deal with, what we believe a wholly
honourable position by the Progressive Unionist Party.

MEDIA

Are you putting back the meeting of your eXGCUtiVV to hear from the two
Governments?
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DAVID ERVINE g

Our executive meeting hasn‘'t been called. it is supposed to be on Monday night
but it wiil have to be eariler than that won't It?

MEDIA
Is it not tonight?

DAVID ERVINE

NO it is not tonight. The executive committee meeting has not been given a
time but undoubtedly we will return to our offices and deliberate over what
has happened today. We will have to make a designated tme for that
executive meeting.

MEDIA

Are the |oyalist ceasefires more solld now as a result of the meeting?

Y

DAVID ERVINE

| am deeply worrled by that question and | don't make any slight on you for
asking it, because a lot of people have been suggesting that what we are saying
is retated to the ceasefires. And | emphasise to you that what we have been
saying two weeks ago, before the current brutality began | say clearly had
notning at all to do with threatening of ceasefires. it is about the difficuities
that we have about a process that is not showing the peopie of Northern
ireland that it can dellver. And there are many reasons for that and one of
them and we pbelleve-ane of the core ones is t:nat confldence-bullding measures
are not nefnﬁoused within the process.

MEDIA

In 3 sense do yYou want to halt, if you are not getting a reciprocal
corresponding treatment in terms of prisoners and on the process generally do
you want 3 halt from the Irish Government or halting from the Irish
Government and the British Government in terms of their dealings with
Republican prisoners, repatriation, transfer all of that?

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/100/04 s



R R R e,

+++ ANGLO IRISH UP @oo08

. DAVID ERVINE

We don‘t believe that confidence-buliding measures Is simply about prisoners.
what we do believe In a3 divided society the nature of which is zero sumed} to
give to one is felt or perceived to be 3 denial to the other and | think that if

you treat people equaily by the amount vou give or about the amount You
don‘'t give.

MEDIA

Blily can | ask you there's been a question of disagreement between yourself
and pavid?

BILLY HUTCHINSON

Just to start there Is no disagreement with me and David. David and myself
have got exactly the same position. This is 3bout process not about release of
prisoners, [t is about process. We are treated 3s bit plave;s and ! think that
after the executive taking the decision we will produce evidence which shows

that we were treated as bit piayers and we will show that peopie have told lies
€O us during this process.

MEDIA

Are you more confident that vou will not be treated as bit piavers after today’'s
meeting?

BILLY HUTCHINSON

well what | will s3y to you is my position has not changed after the meeting
with both Covernments. My position Is exactly the same. | will be lobbying for.
Us not to be there on Monday. But what | would say is it is not the question of
walking away from the talks, it Is the question of getting the two Governments
to take responsibllity and make sure that all the confidence-building measures
are housed within the talks and that people can't fun crying either to the
Taoiseach In the Republic or to a British Prime Minister.
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MEDIA

Do you anticipate any further meetings with the Brltlsn Covernment today or
tormorrow?

BiLLY HUTCHINSON

| don't anticipate anvthing else. { mean (| think that uniess there Is a change by
both Covernments In the 11th hour to suggest that we should come back Into
the talks on Monday then | will start arguing for to be back in. But what | am
saying here now Is that this is not connected to the ceasefires, It Is not
connected to concessions It is one where we think it is a point of principle here
and that if people are going to be elected 1o 3 talks process then all the parties
shouid have equal say. It Is not just about the Progressive Unionist Party, It Is
about all other parties that don't have an equal say as well.

MEDIA

You didn‘'t get any reassurances?

.l

BILLY HUTCHINSON

I didn‘t say | didn't get satisfaction. | gian't say that | didn't get reassurances.
What | want to see is action and we can't see that actfon until later this week.
Obviously the S0S is meeting with the UDP today and we wlil have to hear what
she has to say between today and tomorrow.
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DAVID ASOREWS ONTERVEWED AT HLLSBOROUCGH CASTLE AFTER MEETING
WITH PUP DELEGATTON - 7 JANUARY 1968 g

DAVID ANDREWS

well If | could Just very briefly in advance of a few questions, [ think that we had
3 very useful meeting. it was good to talk face to face after so much debate in
the media. wWe had a friendly discussion. | think It could be described as warm,
but It was a very frank discussion. Plenty of straight taiking as always one
expects with the PUP. ! think one of the main features of what came out of the
hour ana a half meeting was the genuine disquiet In the community which the
PUP representig Jeft it In no doubt about that but that there is a disquiet within
their community. They made a point which 1 agree with, and another of theilr
concerns is that the integrity of the talks process has been undermined by the
fact that too much is happening outside the process {tself and too little inside
it. As|{say!am strongty sympathetic to that position for to make a
breakthrough In the negotiations over the next few weeks all participants in
the talis will have to glve their focus exclusively to the talks. So | restated to
them the commitment of my Government to the negotiations and undertook
to seek to ensure that all parties are treated as equal participants (n the taiks. |
think it is falr to say that we have come through a rather rocky patch over the
[ast three weeks and the best way to restore confidence is to make early
progress in the talks. | spoke to your journallst colleagues at iveagh House at
lunchtime vesterday and | belleve, | sald %o them that what we want to do now
Is get away from the generalities and get down to the spectfics to accelerate
the taiks In the time that is left to us. | believe that there Is a will. | believe that
there is a method. | believe that there Is a firm Intentdon on the part of all
participants to get down to the business of specifics. | appealed to the PUP In
my strongest possible but civil courteous manner to stay within the taiks. They

~ made valld points, valid points were put to me. The PUP have an important
role to play in these negotiations and | genuinely mean this | think they have a
very important role to play in the negotiations and | do hope that after
consultations with those people with whom they consult that they will be in
the talks on Monday next and that they will be In Castie Buildings. SO basically
that [s It and just to conciude as | say in my opening statement by saying that |
was glad to come to this part of Belfast to meet with the PUP. | felt no matter
where the meeting was asked to be held that | would be there ( think iTIs an
Inaication of my willingness to listen to be open and to be transparent, not
only with the PUP but other partners within the tatks process.
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. MEDIA

Mr Hutchinson said that he'd had enough of worgs and wanted action. were
you able to gssure him that action would be forthcoming?

DAVID ANDREWS

Yes well Mr Hutchinson made an interesting intervention which | took on board
and he and his other cOlleagues made a number Of points and my immediate
acydon arising out of this particular meeting would be to make contact with the

SOS for Northern {refand to progress what we have heard within the talks here
this morning.

MEDIA

Mr Andrews wouid you accept that you were wrong In terms of your
administration, not to inform the confidence buliding committee within the
talks process of your Covernment Intention to release 9 [RA prisoners within 24
hour? was that an omission on your parc?

s

DAVID ANDREWS

You see | would have to remind you that at the end of Novemnber (3st we
submitted a plan of campaign, 3 document setting out our position in relation
to the release of prisoners, the transfer of prisoners. And we set out from tne
beginning of the ceasefire the posidon on that regard. So there was no doubt
in anybody’s mind where we stood and t think it Is fair to say that the PUP
acknowledged that.

MEDIA

But was it discourteous glven that you are supposed to be working collectively
as teams, was {t discourteous not to inform them at that particular meeting
given the sensitivity of Northern Ireland at that point in time?

DAVID ANDREWS

e ——— b <+
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well of course | am verv well aware of the sensitivities of the north of irefand

. but as | say these are matters that are going to be deait within and Included
within the peace process Itself.

MEDIA

... If there were further releases to be made, would you in future tell the
confidence buillding committee of your intention to do that and say we are
going to do that tomorrow, next week or whatsver time?

DAVID ANDREWS

well as a matter of policy of course it will be discussed within the confidence
builging com_mlttee but operationally it will be entirely a matter for
Governments.

MEDIA

Minister were there any particular proposals or suggestons that you made
during discussions to case the tensipns that the PUP obviously feel?

.~

DAVID ANDREWS

Well | am not certain what the leader of the PUP sald to you here and | don‘t
want to be disclosing as it were every piece of conversation that took place to
the advantage or disadvantage of what we seek to achieve, namely the return
of the PUP ta the talks on Monday next.

MEDIA

8ut do you think you were able to mollify some of their fears?

DAVID ANDREWS

| most certalnly hope so. AS1say | think it was good meeting. | undersand that
David Ervine himseif has acknowledged that it was 3 good meeting, that It was
a heipful meeting and | would just like to add the word hopeful.
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®
MEDIA {
P l

There is some suggestion that both Covernments will push the talks on now s

even to trv and get some kind of lead Into an agreement as earty as March is
J

that possible?

DAVID ANDREWS

1 am not certain if it Is possible, but | think it is Indicative of the thinking of the
covernments and other parters within the talks that there is 3 need now for
urgency In the fight of what has happened over the last number of weeks whan
vacuums are created.

MEDIA
when are you meeting br Mowlam again?

DAVID ANDREWS

I haven‘t as | say made contact, It will be 3 matter of convenience between Dr
Mowiam's timetable and my own:-*BuE/wm be urgent. | would make 3 contact
with her either personally or by telephone. | have an awful ot of meetings
today, you will find out In time, | 3m not being disrespectful or rude.
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