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MEETINGS WITH SINN FEIN

T'he purpose of the meetings on 21 and 28 Mgy was 1o Qsare there was no
misunderstanding of the Goverment's position or of Sinn Fein's. This note scts
out the Goveramente's position, m particular on the points raised by Sinn Fein.

rirsty, Sinn Fein's participation in talks. The entry of Sinn Fein frao the wlks
FEQUIFES an unequivocal restoration of the IRA ceasefire. Negodating while violence
continues, or under the thneag of violence, is Unacrepable.

The British Government wants 10 sex the ks proceed on an inclusive basis, and
move on o the substantive politica) iSSUCSISS:)OnBWSSI'bh, and in any case by
Scprember. It wants 1o see Sian Fein putCipanng in these talks. Sinn Fein’s entry
1S governeg by the legal requirclnentssclommplwsm9oflbe“0mund
Rules for All-Party Negotiations™. The Secretary of Sure is legally obliged to issue
an invitation (o Sinn Fein whea she comsiders those fequircrnents arc met, having
made a political judgement of alf the circumstances in the round.

Some time wmbenwdadmmsamrubseemuwanddads e
matching betore such g Judgement can be made. We Undersang that an Open-
ended Lime period givey e 10 accusations of bad faith. We are prepgred therefore

e negutiations by the end of July. That would be the accasion for S Fein o
make clear its commitment o the Mitchell 6 pPrinciples.
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