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QUEEN’S SPEECH

Follows “Background Notes” prepared by the NIO press ofﬁdé*‘vv’hich expand
on the contents of the Queen’s Speech. '

(14 pages in all)
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BACKGROUND NOTE
RECONCILIATION AND POLITICAL SETTLEMENT

“In Northers Ireland my Government will seek reronrfiistion

political seitlement which has hroad support, working in
operation with the Irish povernment ”

The Governmert will strive to0.achieve a political senlemer® in Nrege
Ireland through the malti party talks which are due to resums in Balfast
June 1997. -

The Gowrumam will pursue ' 2 range of initiatives designed
bmdawmturapon&dsmlqmmt.

A setlement would peed 1o be based on consent throughout the commupity.

The Government has reiterated its a:pponforﬂlepﬁncipl'e»of:wmarw
changes in Noctbern Ircland’s conwitmiamal status: Northemn Ireland

roa |

not cease to be part of the United Kingdom without the clear and formai

consent of the majority of the people who live there.
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commiued 10 the A‘M

the island of Ireland. The Govarmment is
Cmnd No 9680),

(published bY HMSO, 15 November 1085,
(published 15 December  1993)

Agrecioent
Joint Declarafion
Documents (published 22 Febguary 1995)-

Press Offico
Northern Ireland Office

11 Milhank
SW1P 4QE

Tel: 0171 210 6473

14 May 1997
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BACKGROUND NOTE
COUNTER TERRORISM.LEGISLATION

“My Government will work to build trust and confidence in
terrorism.”

The Narthern Lreland (Emezgency Mims)m19%mmm24 Ang"
1998.Asunmcanbemmkmofkavmmemnltyfmmwm
| nmmywmmmmmnpwmm-mu

prioriry.

The Bill which will be brought farward would roplace, re-emact (WX
mmﬁxﬂﬂ)ammmﬂmwtm:ndmkemmm
preservation of peace and mhe maimenance of order in. Northern Ire

wking o account the preveiling sequrily situation.
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- fimal comtents of the Bill will depend on decisions to be taken in
gjunction with the Home Office in relation to the whole range of anti-
lerrorist legisiation.
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14 May 1997
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“..Jegislation to rednce tension gver parades,...”

Governmentt is committed to the recommendations of the North Report,
it comsiders to have been a detailed, carefil and even-handed

mmof the parades issua. (The North Report: Independent Review of
des and Marches, published by HMSO, 30 Jenuary 1997, ISBN 0 337

-Govermmont will bring forward legislation to implement in fall the
fmnaﬂﬁom-ofthe North Report. The Bill would esmblish the Parades
pmmission a8 a body corpante. The Commission waould take over from the
. oyal Ulster: Commaprlary (RUC) the respousibility for making decisions on
.mmdpande& The Parades Commission’s current role is limited to

mediation and education.

* he.Bifl would allow the Parades Commuissica to take into account the wider
b&mmmmmmmwmmngmny
18 for public order.

90 *Bd 67658071£0800¢--  ASSHAWE HSINI
© NAI/TAOIS/2021/099/13




/7 7 14 mav '97 12:45 PRESS OFFICE-

Bill would provide a code of conduct regulating the condoct of marchers
protesters and create a new offcnce of incitement o defy the
minission’s ruling, The Cammission would come 1o its decisions following

Chisf Coomable of the RUC would have the right 1o refer Parades
Clommission. decisions to the Secretary of State for Northemn Irelsnd and the
p}dké'wmﬂd.dwraainapow«wmosecondiﬂmonapamifapubuc

det situation made it impossible to enforce a Parades Commission ruling.
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“...meéaqsres to protect humen rightg . °

Government is committed to (ncorporating the Puropean Convention on
Himan Rights (BCHR) ini UK law.

Bame Office will be the lead Depmymem for the legislation on
rporatian -of the ECHR, dut the Govermmant will also be considering a
of matters relating specifically to Northern Ireland. The copsultation
Bringing Rights Home (publishad by Jack Straw MP and Paul Boateag

.\T,Dmbclmmlmmeovemem’scmmwtbem

in| more detail. It makes the following points specifically about Northern

Ir&and:

- incarparation of the BCHR will be 3 valusble step in protecting

baaic hureen rights;
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dlexeisamdtodevehph@eciﬁcrimm:odwiﬁ
theuniqumblamofthedividedmmmnmgyu
Ireland: and

. meremustbedhamdommmemmmmmpmvi‘
mln.u.n to both unionists and nationalises that civil, eultirm
mdrehgmdghtcmnbeprotectedapmemagdintha

The protection of human rights is a matter thar is tikely to be considered ‘
the Northern Ireland polizical talks as part of a political settlement.

Presg Office

Northern Ireland Office
11 Millbank

Landan SWIP 4QE
Tel: 0171 210 6473

14 May 1997
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BACKGRQUND NQTE
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
“To cambat discrimtnarion in the workplace”

The Govermmem is fully commiuad to cquality of appartaity and
elimmation of all forms of discrimination in employment. The
employment legislation, whhhmdmﬂrmgstamdxmmmmmjn
inEmope,mme@kyofqpommityinjobsdwionm-modoq.
and following the Employment Equality Review being condackxl by
Standing Advisary Commission on Human Righrs, which is die to &pSa
shordy, the Government will consider whether any further legishrive &

may be appropriate.

A Cammission for Racial thuty,mdathewrmsofme'newnmﬁ
Relations Order, will shordy be estahlishad in Northern freland.

Press Office

Northern Irelangd Office
11 Millbank

London SWIP 4QR
Tel: 0171 210 6473

14 May 1997
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POLICING REFORM

“To increase confidence in palicing™

The Government i3 commiled (o mMaimaining and cuharcing: the hi_
standards of service delivered by the Royal Ulster Constablagy (RUC).
further increase confidence the Governmeut i3 undertaking @ progrzmme

reform.

We aim to ensure the palice service in Northern Ireland i8 2 service -
everyone, is representative of the peaple and commands their respect
confidence, and is accountable through a strang Police Audhority., -

This is an impontant and sensitive isaua; progresa myst be made.
Wewmmvefwwndwhhrefcmonﬂwpoﬁcomhm;m

implementing the recommendations of the independent report by Dr Maurice!
Hayes (A Police Ombudsmn for Nortern Ircland?, published by HMSO,

Jannary 1997, ISRN Na 0 337 03077 4), and on the police sructsal issues

P11
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which we outtined in cur 1996 cossultation paper (Foundatioas for Pelici
White Paper, published by HMSO, May 1996, Cmnd 3249).

These will be flist sieps. We are considering others such as reform
Commumify Paolice Lizison Committeas, and of the composition and. meth

of appointment to the Police Authority.

Press Office

Northern Ireland Oftioce
11 Millbank

London SWI1P4QE
Tel: 0171 210 56473

14 May 1997
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ﬂnGovernmemWﬂlCOndmxetogiveahighpriorityto%
mmymmummmwmmmmmm
Norﬂzemlmhna.mmtommehigherlmlsotMm*
tbataremm:ytommdminlong-mmlomﬁ.:mm
theappmachismhetpmowhlommlrdand
infernadonal levels of competitiveness,

The Idustrtal Developmen Board (IDB), the Local Batarprive Developmels
Unit LEDU) and the Induaria), Research and Technology Unka:n:mT
Wotk towards this aim by helping companies thar have the pateamiat ta.

to improve their perfonmuance in arcay such as quality, design,- mavatior],

contmue with its effors to aitract inward invcsument projects ‘to Norﬁurx'r
Ireland The Truining and Employmea: Ageacy (T&BA) will: work
increass the skills of the Northern Ireland workforce through' a:‘range
programmes and will pay perdcular afemion to the prohlems faced by

|4-MAY-97 WED 14:18 P. 13
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long-term unemployed. The Northerg Ireland Tourist Boare: (3ITR)
CoMIMe its efforts to increase the contrdbuon mage by tearism to
development of the coonomry. All of the ecangmic development ageancic;
wekmspmdtmbanﬂmofmmwmymroughthckmmmw--
Targeting Socia) Needs inititive.

Press Office

Northern Ireland Office
11 Millbenk

London SW{P 4QB
Tel: 0171 210 6473

14 May 1997
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