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MR. MCCURRY: Well, that's §540 million in prospective
OPIC insurance. I don't know what the lending levels are that
attach to that insurance level. You may want to check over at
OPTC on that or see if it's come up at the State Department.
These questions in great detail are being done cver at State
right at this very moment.

Q It's a simple way to szy, however, that they lcst,
say, close to $600 million?

MR. MCCURRY: As I said, I would check the State
Department trarnscript, because I'm sure they're getting —-

Q Were the aliegations that the Cali Cartel prcvided
millions to the electicn campaign of President Samper a facter in
the President's decision?

MR. MCCURRY: Those are law enforcement matters that
are within the province of -he pécple of Cclombia, Those are not
part of the decisicn-making that affects these determinaticns.

We look at what happens as the country either cooperatss cr fzils
toc cooperate in the fight on drugs. That's an interna. matter
fa» the goverament of Colerbia.

Lo yzou have 2 decision on a visa for Gerry Adams?

MR. MCCURRY:!: Let mg “ust -- I want ¢ ¢go kace
sacond. We talked a lct arcut Cclombia. Before I gt to
want to dec a _ittle on Mexico -- peint cut the President's
thinking as it related tc Mexizo, The fact that he has puolicly
declared that arug [~ S8 sEal e ng ls gz primary threat Sc Mexico's
national sezurity and has dedicated 2 loz of resources ko ccmcet
that <hreat was very significant %o the Presidernt.
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I thilnk most of you know President Z=dillc has
appcinted an aztorney gJeneral from the cppesition party whe had
peen very ac=ive 1in law ernforcement matters related to the crug
trade. Over the past y=zar the government of Mexico eradicated 40
percent more acreage of 2¥eps in 1985 than it had in the praviocus
year. They had seized 40 percent more marijuana, Maridfuana and
opium preduction is also zonsidered -- they had done a lo: cf
tath legislative and administrative work, as well as law
enfor-ement work to toughen up “he war against drugs. And on.
palance, the President felt that Mexico's <¢ocperaticon and the
resul+ts achieved were at least egual tc, if nct betiexr tharn, whaz
had been achieved in 1984, And Mexico was granted a full
certificatiosn in 1994. '
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changes from 1994. But the pattern is roughly similar to some of
the decisions from last year.

'Q  Mike, in making the decision, did the President
consider the pressures decertification would put on the Samper
gocvernment and is he concerned that it could pe pressured by the
decision?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, it is correct to say that
Fresident Samper is under pressure already, but that arises from
matters that are internal macters to the people 0f Colombia
related to investigations that are underway there. We certainly
considered the actions of the government of Celomcia as they
relate to cooperating with the United States government in the
fight against drugs, because by statute that's what the President
examined. But this decision will likely have some impact on the
public detate in Colombia, and the Presiden:z is aware of that.

Mr. Adams -- Mr. Hunt's question. Start with -~ to
remind ycu, of course, that on Wednesday a2 very important
nistoric anncuncement by Prime Minister Major and Prime Minister
Brutcn really gave us a very important hreakthrough in the
Northern Ireland peace prccess itself. That is that June 10:h
will now be fixed az the date certain for all-party talks, which
has long been, &s you kncw, a ®rinciral goazl of President Clinzen
and of our foreign policy =2ffcrts as thev relate to the Northern
Ireland peace preccess.

There's a lot of werkx that's goirg to have to be done,
but we are encouraging all parties to particirate in tacse
discussions. And we oelieve that the announcement of that date
gives Sinn Fein and the IRA something that they have long lcoked
for, which is a date certain for zll=-party talks. Given that,
the cease-fire needs to be restored now, and we have repeztedly
encouraged <he parties through our contacts tZe¢ dec that, just
—hat.

To further the peace process, we've decided to grant a
visa to Gerry Adams <o visit the United Stateszs. It will be a
muitiple entry, three-month visa. The purpose of giving him that
visa 1s to advance the very peace procass that we believe now
helds zut such promise bacause of tThe announcement earlier this
week by the twe Prime Ministers.

:Mr. Rdams, in cemirg here to the United States, will
certainly hear from Zrish Americans particularly z%f the time of
the year when many Irish Americans celebrate their cultural and
historiz ties tvo Ireland. He will hear how anxiocus the BAmerican
people ars' to see peace krought to Northern Ireland, and he will,
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hopefully, see that we share the sentiments that have now keen
expressed by tens of thousands of people i1n the streets of
Belfast and Dublin who demonstrated their commitment to the peace
process. We pbelieve i1t's important fcr that reason that he be
allowed to have meetings with people in the Irish American
community, talk to them.

- Q Is he coming here?

- MR. MCCURRY: But I don't expect that -- at this time
there are no plans for him tc be here,

Q Is he going to be acle to raise funds?

MR. MCCURRY: He has told us that he will nect
fund-raise wnile he is in the United States and he will so
indicate on his visa application.

Q Didn':z tke IRA announce that it won't go along
with the cease-fire? DJeces it really mear that ycu can bemb
people rack to peace talks?

MR. MCCURRY: The staterent that the ZRR has made in
raspcnse to thé announcement earlier this week oy Prime Minister
Major and Prime Miristey Brutor w23 nuance, but it did net
necessarily rile ocut a2 cease-ZIire.

C Is this a pres:idential decisicn on Gerry Adams?

'MR. MCCURRY: He was -- it was u_timately the
President's decision. It's one in which there was & gocd deal c¢f
discussion inwvolving the Natizrmal Sscurity Council, tne Attorney
General, and the State Departmant as well.

0 Mike, the cause and effect iz a littlis unclear.
When Adams was granted the viszs kbefcre it was after a2 cease-fire
had peen declared and was aolding and things were moving forward
in such a way that it appeared the administration was trying to
encourace ==

MR. MCCURRY: No, =hat's not correct.
o] I'm sorry, the last time he was Lere.

MR. MCCURRY: The las:t time he was here. The fixrst
time he was granted a visa there was no cease-fire in place.

Q And now the cease-fire has kteen abandened, Adams
has refused to condemn che bordirng in which people were killed,
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he's blamed John Major for -- at least in part for the bombing,
and the IRA has refused, so far as we know, to restore the
cease~fire and has not agreed to participate in the talks. What
exactly is accomplished by granting him a visa to the extent that
it 1s a reward under those c¢ircumstances?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, to¢ nct dispute every single
element of your question, which if I had lengthy time I would, I
will say that the President would not have taken the step of
approving a visa for Mr. Adams i1f he did not believe, based on
our contacts with Mr. Adams, that this would further the peace
process. He's getting this visa recause the President believes
that will advance the peace process.

Q Well, T know, but --
Q Did he get any kind cf commitment?

Q -- 1if I were Gerry Adams, I'd tell the President
that, too. De you have any =-- is it possible for you —-- I
realize it's delicate ir some respects, but is there any way you
car. lay out, other than Jerry Adams says it will be a good thing,
some reasan whyv this maxes sense?

MR. MCCURRY: You can underscand there's gcing <o be
extensive negetiations between the parties. And we hore “here
will be participatien by all the parties in the alli-party talks
cn June l0th. That's going tec be a fcrmal negotiation of cne set
cr another. And ¢ur goal, as always, is te encourage the parties
as thev negotiate and as they have their discussions, to nake
orogress towards peace.

Ncw, I could =ay a3 lot about Mr. Adzms and about the
situaticn that he's in, but it's not likely any of it would
furtaer the cause of pesace in Northern Ireland. And that's why
I'm going to ke oblique in saying simply that the President
nelieves that the issuance of a visa limited to the purposes that
Mr. Adams intends to come to the United States far, he believes
will advance the peace process.

Q Mike, to what extent were the =--
Q M:ike, was lerndon consuvlied?

MR. MCCURRY: 3oth the Republic of Ireland and the
UCaited Kingdom are aware of the President's intentions.

'Q Are they supportive, or not?
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MR. MCCURRY: 1I'11l let them speak for their own
governments.

Q You say they're aware. To what extent were the
British consulted about this? They weren't, o¢bviously, too happy
the first time he received a visa.

MR. MCCURRY: Well, I'm not going to attempt to speak
for the government of the United Kingdom, but we have had
extensive contacts with them and with the Republic of Ireland as
we do evVerything we can to help them further the prcspects for
peace in the process that they, themselves, launched a2t Downing
SETEEE

C Mike, was there ever any conclusion py the
administration on what exactly was *Ha extent of Adams' knowledge
of the bombing in Lendon?

MR, MCCURRY: We nave commented on that puklicly, but
T'm not aware of any information that changes what we said.

Q Was there a concern that denying the visa wculd
have undermined Adams' credibility?

MR, MCCURRY: T thinkX thers were many factors, as ycu

can well imagine, that went into cur thinking. And we do
everything we can tc understand the dynamic that's at play in
Northern Ire-and as they wrestle with the very difficult issues
that they're going to nave to surmount if there is o ke peace.
And w2 are ccegrizant oI tThose factors as we make decisicns that
are related to what we thirk is pe2st for us tc do using our
offices to try rfo further the reace process.

Q Will Mr. Adams be in the White House again?

MR. MCCURRY: No, we're not =-- there will re no
meetings at the White House cr &t cther gcverrnment departments
until the cease-fire is restored.

'Q Where's he geing, de we Xnow?

Q Is he limited tc going to New York and Boston?

MR. MCCURRY: Eeé 1is -- T can't read this. It says,
"Enough already." (Laughter.) 1I'm sorry, what was the guestion?

0 Where is he going?

Q I said is he restricted?
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MR, MCCURRY: My understanding is that he's got
intentions to visit -- I've heard at least one stop is Scranton.
He'll make some other stops that are associated with visits he
will make tg the Irish American communities in celekratiocn of St.
Patrick's Day.

9] New York, Boston?

MR. MCCURRY: As I say again, I don't expect him here.
We will be having a S5t. Patrick's event apprxopriate for the
occasion and appropriate for the circumstances we're in ncw that
the cease-f£ire has been broken -- on March 15:h,

0 Does that mean the Taoseach is coming and somebody

BeomE==

MR. MCCURRY: ®We'll have further information sn these
whe will be here at a later day.

Q Do you expect him to make more than cne visit ‘o
the United States? You said three-mcrnth multiple visit. Or is
it one?

MR. MCCURRY: He is only -- I'm only aware of vlans
in eccnrection with STt. Patrick's Day, in a2 matcer of wseks. But
he will -- i{= is a multiple=-entry visa.

9 And he's prohibited from fundraising bty not
putting it cn the wisa specifically?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, he's indicated to us thzat he
doesn't intend 20 func--aise, and ne's indicated that on nis visa
applicatien form. Were he to dc 350, his visa weculd be revoked.

Q what abcut Sinn Fein's raising funds? Will there
pe any restrictions on that?

MR. MCCURRY: That wzuld depend on individual
circumstances c¢f people traveling under visas that have a waiver
associated with them, and I'm ot aware c¢i any Sinn Fein
furdraising that's taking piace.

Q There's an cffice here in Washingten.

MR. MCCURRY: Well,, I'm not aware of any Sinn Fein
fundraising “hat's taking place now.

0 Why deesn't the President want to see hin?
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MR. MCCURRY: The President 1s having an appropriste
on St. Patrick's Day, and I think it's safe to say that -

Q They always have an appropriate -- they always
have a celebration.

MR. MCCURRY: == the steps we're taking are the ones
that we feel are appropriate.

Q Mike, would IRA violence between now and mid-March
change the President's decision? Or do you have some --

MRK. MCCURRY: Well, that would be tragiz. It would be
unwarranted. And in light of the wcrk that the British
government and the Irish government are doing now tTo move towards
the all=-party talks in Jure, we hope it would e unimaginat.le.

Q Mike, do you have assurances, adequase assurances
from the Cuban government and frem Brethers t¢ the Rescue that
there will be no provccation, no incidents, fhat the flotilla
tomorrow will ¢go smoothly?

MR. MCCURRY: We are locking forward Co smooth sailing
desgite the rough seas tomorrcw, Lased cn ithe puclic statements
cf Brothers to the Rescue and the goverrnment of Cuba, which
vou're familiar with. At the =zame time the Coast Cuard wil

L ne
vresent. They briefed ycu all on the sters that they will tzke
to make sure that the President’'s decisiens armncunced yesterday

ara effective.
o) Could we get back to Ireliand for one moment:?
MR. MCCURRY: Yes.
Q When do2s the visa become aciive?

MR. MCCURRY: Ee has been, my understanding is tha:
2dams has been notified of our intentioa to grant him the
a So at whatever point ne goes eitner to cur Counsel General
the embassy, it would be available.

0 Mike, <nis morning the Mexicen authorities
arrested twe or three drug -- chiefs of the drug cartels in
Tijuana. Did this action took some effect ¢on ths decision ci
President Clinton to give the.certification to Mexico?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, c¢f course, we are enccuraged by
law enfercement steps that lead to the apprehension of those who

© NAI/DFA/2021/50/367
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are suspected of drug trafficking, but that specific event was
not considered because it did not fall within the period of
evaluation that the Secretary of State examined., But it is
consistent with our view that the government of Mexico will
centinue to cooperate with the govermment of the United States
and continue to take its own strenuous measures domestically to
combat drugs.

Q On Cuba, will the administration send a
reprasentative to the flotilla ceremony?

MR. MCCURRY: That's not yet determined.

Q Is the President's radio address con this subject
tomorrow?

MR. MCCURRY: The vlanning was to have the President’'s
radio address on this subject, yes.

0 Sack to Adams. You said he won't be meeting with
anyone at the Wnite Hcocuse. Had he reguestad anv meetings with
anyone at the White House?

MR. MCCURRY: Not that I'm awazre of. I *hink he's ==
we've had contact with him. I =hink he was aware of the
circums<cances under waich he would ke issued a visa.

0 Will e be meeting with White House ofiicials
outside the White House?

MR. MCCURRY: I wouldn't rule <hat outz, but thers are
ro plens for any cfficial meetings.

0 Mike, ycu said earlier that there won't be any
mee*rings until the cezse-fire is restored. 1Is that the one thing
that vou've removed from him now that ==

MR. MCCURRY: Say again.

Q You said there won't be any White douse meetings
with Adams until there's a cease-fire.

MR. MCCURRY: I said there wan't be any meetings act
the White House or at other departmernts with Mr, Adams until the

cease-fire is reestablished and in force, and =so announced by tie
IRA.

‘

Q That's the one type of punishmert, if you ceculd
call it that, that you've ==
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MR. MCCURRY: TI'm not calling it punishment,

Q But there could be informal meetings at a
restaurant or something like that?

MR, MCCURRY: I wouldn't rtle out that he might have
some contact with people while he's here, but it won't be of an
official nature, a formal meeting such as the ones that Mr. Adams
has held here at the White House in the past.

Q Mike, the President's Advisory Board on
Intelligence I think is due %to present rezommendations on
reorganizing the intelligence ccmmunity. Has that been received?

MR. MCCURRY: It has been. The President -- I *think
orobably, that meeting just concluded a short while ago, right?
He met today with members of the Commission -- this is the report
on the roles and capabilities of the U.S. intelligence Community.
BEe received the report and met with the six members of zhe pganel
and witn Chairman Harcld RBrown,

The Cemmission reaffirmed that intelligence
capakilicies are a critical element »of our raticnal s:irerngrns,
stggested a number of steps to improve the organization and
pverformance of cur institutions zf intellicence-gathering end
aralysis. The President believes that intelligence-gathering
will econtinue to tiay a very critical role in defending U.S.
naticnal secuxity interests ahrcad as we lcok into the 21st
cenrtury. We're always going to need tc understand the enormous
change taxing place in this werld.

Wwe need tc understand the intentions ¢f those
governments that are hostile tc the United States, and we need 2o
understand in a better sense how all the forces that are shaping
the peost-Cold War world come together and hcw they affect
sTrategic U.S. interests and U.S. naticnal interests.

Sc¢ the Presidernt expressed aprreciation for the
Cemmission's efforts. He said that we will study very cerefully
some of the recommendations that they've made, He's in full
agreement with their conciusicrn that the essentizl impertance of
intelligence to our national security is t9 cecntinue to previde a
need fcr information that can be used in szund policy-making and
we will be developing a much more detailed response tc the
Commissicn's reports at a later date.

The Commissians' report, I understand, is availakle
fror -- where do you go to get it? It was pested in the day book
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