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With pennbskm, Madam Speaker. I shall make a statement· 011 the 
1epal't of lbe Imemauonal Body on the decomrnissioning of megal 
arma wbidl was puhliahed earlier today. 

Tia by ro progress m Nonbtml Ireland is confldeZJCe • confidence

to a,al,le die parties to lit down t01et12er without threat of for=. 
Tbc retention of arms by the �• on both aides is the 
bigest sinale factor m. ho1diDI back that conf'Jdeace. It has so far 
p:cevemed 11e holding ot an .. pany 2Ucaq 

That la one of the nasom why we and the Irflh Government 
- escablished tJlo lmema1ional bod1{to provide ID iJldependmU
masmem of the dec:ommtulnniag wue{ u C1D11 tnct/of the Twin
Track& tmdall,,, John Bnaton ml I Iaw1Ched last November. 
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The Body's r=it wu to id�alld adv�on acceptable methods 
of verifiable decommissiomJll, and to repon on the commitment of 
the paramilitaries to work constructively to achieve that. We set 
the Body the challcnam& target of reporting by mid-1amiacy. I am 
extiemely ,ratefuJ to Semtor Mitcbell and bis c:olleague1 for the 
W1JY and deml1uiaati0n with which rhey have completed their 
talk. 

ne Body's main ccmcluslona are:

-

.. that the total alKl verifiable dtsarmamem of all paramilitary 
oqanillDODI 1111 nearly llDiverul suppon and must continue 
to be I principal objecdve. 

• dW to mch an a,reed political lffllerneni and take the PD
out of politict, all parties should CNDmit themselves to, and
hcmour, m priDGiples embodying· tbe path ot democracy and
aon-violeace, Tblle pringipJIS mc1ude
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.. the total and verifiable disarmament of all

paramiliWY organisations, 
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. • the resnmctation of force and tbe tbreat of force.

• qreement to abide peacefully by whateVer

� .. em� ii finaJJy reached,_ 

- and an end to so--called puaishmeut killings and

beatiqs.

• that time ii a clear commitment on the part of thou in

possession of illegal armS to work constrUCtively to achieve

fwl and verifiable dectmlmiss,onini u part of the proeess of

all-,artY nqotiauom. Tbe Bady mab a sertes of

rect,lJl1MIKt•tiona OJ1 the modaJmes of - of

UJepl arms. They emphadcalJY declare tbat there is no

eqaivalelU between such anm m1 these held by the security

forca. TIiey rigb11y cs1,pba1lle the need for lndepeDdent

"'fl 
• 

VOILCIUOD,
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• that other confidence building measures are aeeded, such as

an end to targeting of potential victims by tbe paramilitaries,

information on missing persona and the tetum of thase

previously intimidated out of their homes.

The Body also record their condusion, on tba basis of their 

dimusions, that the panmilitaria will mt decomtDi&lion any arms 

prior to all..pany mgociadons. The House will note that tbe Body 

did Id conclude mat thly caanm decamminiOl1 but that die),' m1l 

not. The House will draw its own cancluions. Althaugh 1he Bady 

mab no formal recommendation OD this point. they suuesc ID 

approach under which some decommisfioninS would tab place 

durina the precess of all-party negotiations. 

· Madam Speaker, thl Government welcome d2e Body's emtonemem

of the seriaUamlS of tbe dccoarriStu,niag islue. Wo welcome and

fillly endorse the six priDciplea they. set out. Wo call OD all pardcs

todDd»ume.

© NAI/DFA/2021 /50/124 
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If all concerned wero to accept these principles. and honour them, 

u the Intcz • · Body ·11so rightly emphasise. that would be a

•fsniffrat mp forward. Even more significant would be if, in

addition. all partial, particularly Sinn :Fein. a1'o joined the two

Gov•mneDP in auppordn, tbe wide principles of consent set out in

1be t)owniDg Street declaration.

TIie Government aJso welcome the Body's broad recommendations 

oa tbe modalities of the decommisaioning procea. We are ready to 

implement �- It ia tJOW for dlOIO In pouesaion of illegal arms
• to say whether they will accept and act on them. We took forward

to an early and definitive rcspome from die panmilitariea on both

1fdea.

· Wo welcome coo tbe empha1il on other confidellce-buildina
IDIISQ?el. If lbe puamDitariel pve up their present practice of

mpm1 themlelvca ready for a return to act1on.. tbat wm be a most

wtlcome sip of real commmnent to peaceful methods. Othe!Wise

.--1aw c:oadnva to haq aver the heada ot ibe people of Northern

Jrellld.
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There is therefore much in tbe report we cm welcome and endorse. 

But the J'f'ICdCa1 problem remains: how to Mini all the partlea 

toaether. Sel!•evideady the best way to ,enerate the necessar, 

�an'idem:e is f'or tbl paramllitaria to make a start ro the 

decommi,aioDiq process. We see no reuoa wily they sboa.ld not. 

There "11 be no jultiftcauon for the malmenar,ce of private armies 

bf· those who claim to be comml!red to uclusively peaceful meam, 

Opimon polll in both Nordlem Irelad and tbe Irish Republic have 

shown averwhe!mina pub& auppon m both canmniufties for 

decormai11iontq before talb. We mall dmefore keep up the 

presmre for an tmmecHate start to dlil prtaSS. 

· 
However I am DOt prepared to accept that my_ one arouP showd. 

through their inlramipnce, •• in tba way of peace aad a 

C1111q1ramive settlement for tbo people of Nonbem Ireland. We 

wm not be defls1ld tmm. our aim. It 1a now apparent tlw there 

may well be aftYhtr way forward, comiltmt with the basic 
• 

we llave always adhered to.

© NAI/DFA/2021/50/124 
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Ona of tbl �btulding measures taken up by the 

Imemadonal Body Is the idea of an c�on. 1be Body made clear 

that a broadly acceptable elective process, with an appropriate 

mandate and within cbe three-strand structure, could contribute to 

dli baiJdina ot conftdenc-c. 

Madam Speaker, die Oovemmem beHeve that such an eJccdvc 

proclll often a viable alternadve direct rauta to the confldonGe 

aec1111ry to bJma abam all� mgotiations. In this contut it is 

pouJJ,te to imqine decommis1iomn1 ml IUCb neaodatiom being 

fHffl forward ln parallel. 

The election proposal oripn!ed ID Northern Irelml aad, u receist 

opildon polls haYe � 1111 widespread cro11-commVMY support 

dllre. A mm.her of parda, mcludlDa thole led by the hon. . 

Memben tor Upper Dam ad Nonll ADUtm. u well u the 

AUtanre Party, haw put forward proposals tor some form of 

ek<WI bacly u a mew of bdaging Ill paftlet mptber, even ff the 

pmmWtadee penul lll t1ml' rdlla1 to decommi•1iml prior to 

..-,dadoa. 
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It ii true mat other parties have registered their ccmcerm. They

will certainly need to be addressed. We will �ss urgently with

all tbe pardel how co overcome 1mm. Bue � a democratic system

like outs 1 cannot aee how e1ectionl could be reganted by 81J'/ of

the parties II a side issue or as a b1ock to progress.

All thl · 11 report says: •� held in accordmJct with

acratic principles exprest and refleet the popular will•. So 1et

1!19 make tt quite clear ta the House that we are ready m introduce

Jepladon. and to seek both HOUIII' UJJellt apptoY&l for it, In

order to alloW 111 eJeciive process to IO ahead as soon as may be

practicable. I would hope tbaC dJia will auract support ripe acres•

To mm up. Madam apeaur, we beliave di.It, in tbe Uabt of the

Mitchll1 report, there are flVO ways in wmch all-party neaodatioos

c:an DOW be taken forWard., Both are fully cominmt with the six

priDcipJes set oat In th6 reix,rc.
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The t1m ii for da paramilitaries to make a stari to 
dec(\mmisskmllll before all•party ne1odaticnS. They can - if they 
will. If not. me ser-ood ii to secure a democratic mandau, for all­
party negodatiom tbrauah electicm specially for dial purpose. 

Two routa to all•party nogotiadonl and to decarmDiuiomng. The

choice between diem is ultim•r.dy for the panle• themselves. I

belieVe that a people of Northern Jrelmt have evuy rilht u,

expect that oae or other of these raurea will be rabn mi taken

soon. 

Par aur part we, topdm whh the lriah Oovermntnt, will izmmt.ify 
oar diac,.iuiou with an tht parUes. I inlend to meet the Taoueach 

apln in tbe middle of FebruarY ro review prosress.

Madarn Spcam, Cbl people of Nortbem IrelaDd m enjoyiq

today's peac:e� Tbly waat it to be pmn1neat. Tl1eY also want and

delenC politieal proarcas. It ii - to put old emmdn aside and

co ll1oW 1bl people of Nonham Irelaml and lbeh- 1eprucz2tattves

ca:e 111m 101m'I a normal say ill their fbturt and their aftiin.

© NAI/DFA/2021/50/124 
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The prc,pou1a I have put forward today require all concerned to

take risks for peace. We have done so before and wW do so again, 

COl18istem with our principles. That is what is needed if we are to 

build on the acbin'Ulenta of the put two years. 

Let us uvcr forget that we are deaUug here with tlJe lives of 

Jm,ocem man, women and children. We are ·dealin1 with their 

future and the future of Northern Ireland. In tile end our obliiation 

aa polftfcfans 11 to tbe people we 1ovem. 

I pJedae dl8l I will leave no stone umurned to deliver to tile people · 

ot Nonhem Ireland on a penmnent basis tbe precious privilege of 

peace they have now enjoyed for seventeen IDODtm. 
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