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MITCHELL REPORT:

STATEMENT TO PARLIAMENT
24 JANUARY 1996

With permission, Madam Speaker, I shall make a statemem on the
repart of the International Body on the decommissioning of illegal

arms which was publizhed earlict today.

The key to progress in Northern Ireland is confideoce - confidence
to enable the parties to sit down together without threat of force.
The retention of arms by the parampilitaries on both sides is the
biggest single factor in holding back that confidence. It has so far
prevented the holding of all-party alks,

That is one of the reasons why we and the Irish Government
established the inrernational body[wpmvidemind@endznt
mmdmedmmmn_igghnu/ummek{ohhem
Tracks Initiative John Bruton and I launched last November.
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The Body's remit was to identify{and advise/on acceptable methods
of verifiable dscammissioning, and to report on the commitment of
the paramilitaries t0 work consfructively to achieve that. We set

the Body the challenging target of reparting by mid-January. I am
extremely grateful to Senator Mitchall and his colleagues for the
energy and determipation with which they have completed their
sk,

The Body’s main conclnsions are:

- that the total and verifiable disacmament of all paramilitary
organisations hss pearly universal suppost and must continue
to be a principal objective.

"+ that to reach an agreed political senlement and take the gun
out of politics, all parties should commit themselves to, and
hanour, six prinsiples embodying the path of dsmocrasy and
non-vicleuce, These principles inchude
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- memulandveﬁﬁabledisamEEemofaﬂ
paramilitary organisations,

. the remunciation of force and the threat of force,

- agreement to abide peacefully by whatever
wewaent is finally reached,

- and an end to so-called punishmemt killings and
beatings.

> mnmtaclwcommiunemonmepmofthouin
possession of illegal arms {0 work consaustively to achieve
fnﬂmdverlﬁabxeacmissimnspanofmsptomsof
1 f
all-party negatianons. The Body make a series ©
reccmmandations on the modalities of decommissioning of

iDegal arms. Mmphaﬁgﬂ!dedmmmnm
equivalencs b«weenmchamsandthoseheldbymemm'ty

forces. Thcyﬁghﬁyw:phasmmemedforma;pdﬂ
Aot
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- that other confidence building measures are peeded, such as
an end to targeting of potential victims by the paramilitanss,
information on missing persons and the return of those
previously infimndated out of their homes.

The Body also recard their conclusion, on the basis of their
discussions, that the parammilitaries will not decommission any arms
prior to all-party nagotiations. The House will note that the Body
did not conchude that they cannot decommission but that they will
not. The House will draw its own conclusions. Although the Body
make no farmal recommeandation on this point, they suggest an
approach under which some decommissioning would take place
daring the process of all-party negotiations.

"Madam Speaker, the Government welcome the Body's endorsemem
of the sericustss of the decommissioning issue. We weleame and
fully endarse the six principles they set out. We call on all partes

to do the same.
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B A A R T P

TP g6 g 32 IRISH EMBASSY  =-->00 353 1 4754505 pg. 02

If all concerned were to accept these principles, and hooour them,
as the International Body also rightly emphasise, that would be a
significant step forward. Even more significant would be if, in
addition, all parties, particularly Sinn Fein, also joined the two
Govergments in supporting the wide principles of consent set out in
the Downing Street declaration.

The Government also welcome the Body's broad recommendations
on the modalities of the dacommissioning process. We are ready to
implement them. It is now for those in possessioa of illegal arms

» to say whether they will accept and act an them, We look forward
to an early and definjtive response from the paramilitaries on both
sides,

' We welcome 100 the emphasis on other confidence-building
measyres. If the paramilimries give up their present practice of
keeping themselves ready for a return to action, that will be a most
welcome sign of real commitment to peaceful methods. Otherwise
gun-law contines to hang over the heads of the people of Northern
Ireland,
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There is thercfore much in the report we can welcome and endorse.
But the practical problem remains: how to bring all the partles
together, Self-evidently the best way to generate the necessary

confidence is for the paramilitanes to make a start to the
decommissioning process. We see no feasen why they shonld not,

There can be no justification for the maintenance of private armies
by those who ¢laim to be commitred w exclusively peaceful means.
Optnion polls in both Northern Irejand and the Irish Republic have
shown averwhelming public support in both commmnities for
decammissioning before talks. We shail therefore keep up the
pressure for an immediate start to this process.

" However [ am not prepared (0 accept that any one group should,
through their intransigence, stand in the way of peace and a
comprehensive settlement for the people of Northern Ireland. We
will not be deflacted from our aim, It is now apparent that there
may well be another way forward, consistent with the basic

-falis we have always adhered (o,
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Ons of the confidere-huilding measures taken up by the
Interngdional Body is the ides of an election. The Body made clear
that 2 broadly accepmble elective process, with an appropriate
mandate and within the three-strand structure, could contribute to
ths duilding of confidence,

Madam Speaker, the Government believe that such an elective
process offers a visble alternagive direct route to the confidence
pecessary to bring about all-party negotistions. In this context it is
possible to imagine decommissioning and such negotiations being
taken forward in parallel.

The election proposal originated in Northern Ireland and, as recent
opinicn polls have shown, has widespread cross-community support
“there. A aumber of partles, inchiding those led by the hoa. .
Members for Upper Bann and North Antrim, as well as the
Alliance Party, have put forward proposals for some form of
-ehcmdbodyuamcmofbmmgmpuﬁum;ether,mniﬂbc
paramilitaries persist in their refusal to decammission prior to

epedition.
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Itisuuematmherpuﬂahaveregis:eredmekconcems. They
will certainly need to be addressed. We will discuss urgently with
mmepmmwwmm. But in 3 democratic system
likewslcmmwhowaecﬁomoouldbengardedbyanyof
thepaxﬁesnasidcismoruablockwmgress.

As the Mitchell report says: 'sbcﬁmheldinmdmcewitb
dmmuﬁnpﬁncipluexprwm:eﬂoctthepoyuhrwﬁl‘. So let
memmnquiteclwwmeﬁmmnwemm@mimmduce
legislation, and to seek both Houses' urgent approval for it, in
o:ﬂﬂwﬂbwmehcdvepmmgoaneadasoonumbe
practicable. I would hope that this will attract support right acToss

'Tomup,um.wn,mumm,mﬂuugmofm
Mwmmmmwmmmmomﬁam
can now be taken forward. Both are fully consistent with the six
pindplamontinthewpm.
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The first is for the paramilitries to make 2 start to
decommissioning before all-party negotiations, They can - if they
will. If not, the second is to secure 2 democratic mandate for all-
party negotistions through elections specially for that purpose.

mmwm-pwmgnﬁmandwmmmiuioning. The
mmmuwmmmsmmsem. I
helieve that the people of Northern Ireland have every right ©
wmam«mofmummwmumwm

soon.

For our part we, together with the Irish Governmeat, will intensify
our digcussions with all the parties. [ intend to meet the Taoiseach
again in the middle of February to review progress.

mmmpeopleaﬂ%mmmwmwjm
today’s peace. They want it to be permaneat. They also want and
deserve political progress. ltisdplatopxnoldenmitiesasideand
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The proposals I have put forward today require all concerned to
take risks for peace. We have done so before and will do so again,

consistent with our principles. That is what is needed if we are to
build on the achievements of the past two years.

Let us never forget that we are dealing here with the lives of
innocept men, women and children, We are dealing with their
funure and the futire of Northern Ireland. Inmeendourobliganon

as politicians is to the people we govern,

I pledge that I will leave no stone untiirned to deliver to the people
of Northern Ireland on a permanem basis the precious privilege of
peace they have now enjoyed for seventzen months,

© NAI/DFA/2021/50/124
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