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1. I have had a number of conversations with Williams from
early this morning re the Lower Ormeau Road.

2. In my initial contact, I referred to media reports that
the police had sealed off side roads leading onto the
Lower Ormeau. I stressed to him our concern that it
appeared that a parade was being let go through an area
where the residents did not wish it to go and expressed a
hope that even at this late stage an acceptable
compromise solution could be reached.

3. I referred to yesterday's events in Portadown when an
acceptable compromise had been found. Despite this,
following the march, we had witnessed a display of
triump�aiism from Trimble and others quite at odds with
any spizit of compromise. We now appeared to face on
the Ormea� a situation where the police had decided that
the march would go through despite the wishes of the
local residents.

4. Williams initially reported back that decisions with
regard to this parade and others were being taken at a
meeting in RUC HQ, involving the Chief Constable. He
reiterated the usual line th�t decisions were operational
matters for the RUC. He acktibwledged our concerns and
confirmed that they had been passed on.

5. He then came back to advise me that the decision has been
taken to allow the parade to go through, beginning
shortly after 9.30 am. Some roads were blocked off
owing, as he said, to RUC concerns that there might be
trouble over whether or not there had been a deal re
marching.
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6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

END 
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I reiterated our views and concerns on the decision and 
said that I wished to put on record our view that the 
decision to let the parade proceed was a very unwise one. 
I pointed again to what had been achieved in Portadown 
where the Garvaghy Road residents had been willing to 
compromise. It had been possible to work out a 
compromise in Portadown and it should have been possible 
to work out one regarding the Lower Ormeau as well, 
particularly since there had been negotiations which had 
seemed to leave an agreement very close. I went on to 
remind Williams of what had happened during previous 
marches along the Ormeau on the Twelfth when abusive and 
sectarian out bursts by marchers had taken place, 
particularly in the vicinity of the Graham bookies shop. 
I observed also that the RUC were well aware of the views 
of the local residents as witness their actions earlier 
in the year in preventing a number of marches penetrating 
the Lower Ormeau. Despite this, the RUC appear to have 
decided to ignore local views. 

Williams came back subsequently to me to note that it 
appeared that the parade hdd passed off peacefully. He 
had received reports that, while there had been some 
stone and bottle throwing, members of the lower Ormeau 
Road Residents Committee had been seen attempting to 
prevent trouble and deter any incidents. I responded 
that that demonstrated all the more clearly their 
reasonableness and reiterated that it should have been 

possible to effect an acceptable compromise. Williams 
rather lamely reiterated that the decisions were for the 
RUC and that the situations in Portadown and the Lower 
Ormeau were different. I put it to him that, in effect, 
the RUC had simply caved in and that this did not bode 
well. 

It would appear that the RUC acted to pre-empt any 
possibility of a repetition on the Ormeau of the Garvaghy 
Road protest. In this connection I recall that Annesley, 
when in here for dinner several months ago, was privately 
critical of the local RUC Commander in Derry after the 
demonstrations which had occurred during Major's visit.' 
Annesley commented to us that the correct strategy in 
such situations should be for the police to get in and 
seize the ground at an early (stage as happened here this 
morning). 

Williams and the other side have been lift in no doubt of 
our views- on this morning's events. We shall be 
monitoring the rest of the day and other parades closely 
and will take up the matter again with the British side 
when reviewing the whole day's happenings. 
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To: 
For: 

HQ 

0eclan Kelleher 
Fr am: 
Fr am: 

Bel fast 
Sean Farrel I 

Lower Ormeau Road 

I. Further to our telephone convenation I wish to confirm that, after watching the news bulletins 
at 12. 55 on BBC and 13. 00 on RTE I telephoned Wi I Iiams to get a read-out on the situation on the 
Lower Ormeau Road. I drew his attention to the television reports, which he had not seen, which 
spoke of some scuffles between protestors and police and which had featured footage of police in 
ful I riot gear in confrontational pose towards the protestors, who appeared to be peacefully 
s i I I i n g down on I he b r i d g e. I s I re s s e d I o W i I I i ams to convey our ad v i c e on I he n e c e s s i t y for 
the pal ice to behave with the utmost sensitivity in the I ight of the provocations which the 
Nationalist residents had suffered already today . 

• 2. Williams phoned me back some time later with what he had found out (not much). He reported that 
the present situation (as at 13. 45) was that, fol lowing this morning s parade, which had passed 
off peacefully enough, some local residents were currently mounting a sit-down protest in the 
Lower Ormeau area. Per Williams, the police were currently monitoring the situation. He 
confirmed to me that the planned route for the returning parade wi I I not take it into the Lower 
Ormeau Road area. The RUC were not clear as to whether those sitting down and protesting were 
aware of this. I stressed again our view on the need for particularly sensitive policing. 
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