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CONFIDENTIAL

M i ith Mr, P ' D St nd M Ri ' Har i i
1 ugus 1
14 I met last night in the Forum offices at their request with

Mr. Pat O’ Doherty and Ms. Rita O’ Hare of Sinn Fein. Ms.

Lucilita Breathnach was present to take a note.

2 Doherty stressed the difficulty which they had with the
decommissioning proposals. We should be clear that Mitchell
McLoughlin’s positive comments were a "mistake". It was
very important for Sinn Fein now to have a sense of what was

actually happening.

31 I gave them a reasonably open account of the current state
of play between the two Governments (without of course
showing any texts). While there was no formal agreement,
there was a sense of the likely "ball park" on the two
parallel tracks. We thought the likely outcome of the

Summit looked promising.

4, I stressed for Sinn Fein the very significant advance which
we believed was now on offer on round-table talks. I
emphasised also the symbolic importance and substance of the

trilaterals, not least from a Sinn Fein perspective.

OF On decommissioning I recalled conversations with them some
months ago where we had sketched out a strategy of leap-
frogging the third Washington condition by a strong emphasis
on the first two, and a strong commitment in principle to
total decommissioning as ‘part of the process of overall

agreement. The Commission was essentially on those lines.
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6. I stressed that the fence was now being set very low, in our
view, as regards the Commission. That was however two-
edged: If sinn Fein refused engagement with a Commission
with such a l1imited mandate, that would be widely
interpreted, both polemically and genuinely, as @& refusal of

the principle of decommissioning itself.

U The Sinn Fein side said they would need time and details to
try to convince people. They stressed again the hurdles
which had to be overcome within their own constituency. I
said I was not in a position to show any papers, but if that
was crucially important at some subsequent stage, it eould

be looked at by the Government.

8. Ms. Rita O’ Hare contacted me at about 1.45 am to alert me to
the IRA statement to be issued for the news bulletins the
following morning. She did not however give me details of

the statement.

9. Mr. Teahon and I met Mr. Doherty and Ms. O’ Hare at

Government Buildings shortly after 8. 00 am.
10. We made three points relating to the statement:

- The lack of advance notice would be very unsettling for
the Government. We had operated with them on the basis
that there should, at a minimum, be no surprises on
either side. The Taoiseach and the Tanaiste were
taking risks for Sinn Fein, and this sudden statement
would make them wonder whether they were fully informed

of the context in which these risks were taken.
- Secondly, the fact of such a statement issued at all

would be a reminder that the IRA were still in

business. That was bound to have some negative effect.
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- Thirdly, any connotation of threat would be absolutely
disastrous. Mr. Doherty objected that "disappointment"
was very far from a threat, and was the sentiment

almost universally shared on the nationalist side.

3l 1ty We said we would refrain from any further comment on the
substance until we had seen the text. (Sinn Fein did not

have it at that point).

12. The rest of the discussion was taken up with going over
again the points we had made about the importance of
cooperation with the Commission. We explained that it had
been necessary to make a "call" on the date of the Summit,
to consolidate potential gains on the political front. In

that sense time was very limited.

asy Sinn Fein questioned how much of the decisions had been
taken. We said that the headline decisions - political
talks, fact of the Commission, likely Chairman Senator
Mitchell, etc. - were now broadly assumed between both
Governments, and it would be a major upheaval to re-open
themn. However, much detail remained to be filled in. If
there were details which made a crucial difference for the
Republicans, we would be glad to consider them, ideally
before a likely meeting between Sir Patrick Mayhew and the

Tanaiste on Monday.

14. Sinn Fein complained about press spins, in particular RTE.
We said the Irish presentation of the Summit would seek to
underline very heavily that the outcome of the Summit was
significant political movement, with decommissioning in its

proper perspective as an’enabling development for politics.
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15. At the end of the meeting we again urged Sinn Fein to do
their utmost to secure a favourable reaction to the
Commission before the Summit. That would strengthen our
hand with the British side.

Sean O hUiginn
1 September 1995

Enc: IRA statement
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On August 31st 1994 the teapership op OFLash na h-ireann
ANNOUNCED A compleTe cessaTIOoNn OF MUITARY OPERATIONS N
ORDER TO enhance The DEMOCRATIC peace process. e took
that course, anD have ab10ev by 1T, because we vetieyen
that an opportumcy hao been createv To achieve A jusc
AND Lasting peace. CThac bpetiep was shared by a4 OROAD
spectrum of popular anv potitical opmmion m Irelanv ano
mMcernationatiy.

Wwe ALs0 starev The obLYI0Us commonsense realiCy ThAT a
sotution wilt onty Le ROUND AS A ResSulT op Mclusive
negotiations. We noteod That ochers, ano especiatiy cthe
DriCISh Sovernment, haye A DuTy TO pace up To Their
resPONSILILITIES.

ReSRETTALLY, anD APTER A puULL year, This OppoRTUMCTY has
noT bveen Traspev by:Tthe LRITISh Tovernmenct. 1T 18 A
mATTeR Of concern that The british have succeebev onty
N PREVENTING MOYEMENT TOWARDS A resolyTion,

AtongsT other Diversions, Lonoon 1s using the UMoniscs'
polLiticAL INTRANSITENCE AS AN exXCuse POR ITS own Repusal
To move.

1r1ish Repuvlicans recognise That A Lasting peace
sectiemenT must mvotve att the 1rish peopte ano witl
REQUIRG A DEMOCRATIC ACCOMMODATION AMONS ALl The peoptLe
oy This 18stano.

We remamm commcrTen To IRish Repubdltican 1veals ando
potitical objecctives. tUe have paced up TO OuUR
responsibiLiTies. CThe paiture of John Major's Fovernment
Lo pace up TO 1Ts Responsibitities 18 The Source Of
veepening vVisAPpPOMTMENT TO all who seek A JuST anvo
Ltasting secriementc.

P O'Neitt
IrR1sh Repubilican PudbliciTy Dureay, DULLIN
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