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GERRY ADAMS

President of Sirn Féin
51/65 Béthar na bh)F4dl, Béal Felrste BT12 4PD

Dr Garret Fitzgerald's column in last Satdrday's irish Times, including
its title, 'Decommissioning of arms hys been fudged from the
. gtart”, reflects a fundamental mis 'onceptlon regarding the

development of the peace process.

The Issue of decommissioning of arms hag not been fudged from the
start. If that were so It would hav . represented monumental
incompetence and short-sightedness on all sides. This is not the case.
The problem only arises because thdg British government has,
subsequently, introduced the demand for a 'purrender of IRA weapons as
a new precondition to-all-party talks. 2

|

Last week Dr Fitzgerald wrote; :
hich led to the cease-

"Sinn Fein argues that, In the talks
fire, the decommissioning of ar
precondition of subsequent talks. This
convincingly refuted by the two gov

This "assertion” has not be refuted beca
of the situation before the IRA cessation.

The issue of decommissioning was raiseq

contact and exchanges between Sinn Feif

which preceded the IRA cessation. Th

———— A ——

$ was not made a
assertion has not been
‘nments involved".

58 {t Iy an accuratc oeeount

explicitly in the intensive
and the Irish government
Irish government's clear,

unambiguous and unfudged position was at Bll times that, in the context

of a complete cessation of IRA activity,

0 obstacle or precondition

would be placed in the path of Sinn Feij's involvement in all party

tatks, or any other form of political dialogu

|
This was practlcally demonstrated by the Irish government when,

within days of the IRA cessation, John

Yume and | met the then
|
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It was clearly understood that decommi
@ atarisation of soclety could only be eff

part of an overall political settlement agreed
to, all the Irish people.

There was no question of decommissioning bei
these talks.

0 o cAliea !

actively accomplished a3
hetween, and acceptable

e

;g made 2 precondiiion _to

For its part, the British government ne
decommissioning In the run-up to the IRA
perfectly well that this was an unrealistic de
statements, nor In the course of the c
exchanges between the British Government
year period prior to the IRA cessatidn, was t
as a precondition or otherwise.

On the contrary the British government re
publicly and privately that, in the context
Fein would be free to engage in all-party pe

Street Declaratlon, for example, the British|

itself to encourage, facilitate and enable agre
of dialogue and co-operation and said that tf
free to determine the nature of such an agree
impediment"”.

er made an {ssue

_essat on as new
'a‘mﬂé?o’where in public

nfidential dialogue and
d Sinn Fein over a two
‘is made an (ssue elther

atedly gave assurances
f an IRA cessation, Sinn
ce talks. In the Downing
government committed
]‘nent through a processs
e people of Ireland were
Ient "without external

The British government Is now asserting that fhe unlonists have a veto

over the commencement of negotiations, arisi
surrender of IRA weapons as a precondition
doing so the British are encouraging rather t
intransigence.

g from a demand for the
to such negotiations. In

an discouraging, unionist

)
|
|
This was another key Issue which we addresped In the immediate run-

up to the IRA announcement last August,

' At that time the Irish

government made cleai that the next step I\ the peace process was

all-party talks and that no party could have
thelr outcome. "

"The position of a unlonist veto over discussi
the clariflcation which the British provid
Downihg Street Declaration. In this documer,
stated; "No group or organisation has a

a democratically elected government"”.

2
v

;veto over these talks or

_ins was also dealt with in
d to Sinn Féin on the
t the British government

leto over the policy of
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So how do we get the unlonist feaderships
process? The unionist people are both prag

confident that they will not allow thelr reprek

out of negotiations on issues which fundame
The involvement of both the UUP and the DU
Hume and their participation In the
demonstrated that, If they cannot prevent s
discussion, or where they are convinced that
do so, the unionists will become involved in d

If the unionist leaderships reslistance to

veto over negotiations then negotiations w
prooonditione will fallaw another. However,
started, the unionists will remain outsi
negotlations.

The lIrish and British governments have a du
The British government is now reneging on

entatives to simply opt
tally affect their future,
‘in discussions with John
ashington conference
,ch inclusive debate and
t is in their interests to
logue.

|
‘negotiations, which is
consistent with their opposition to change, rs allowed to become a

| never happen as one

Is unlikely that, once
e a real process of

fy to call all-party talks.
the commitment to all-

party talks which It gave prior to the IRA cegsation last August. It Is

clearly and blatantly acting in bad faith,

»

The stalemate in the peace process mround the issue of -
decommissioning does not, therefore, result, f[as Or Fitzgerald argues,
from a misunderstanding on the Issue of:decommlsslonlng. The
stalemate arises, simply, because the British government has now
placed 2 new precondition on Sinn Fein's ifvolvement in all -party
talks. In so doing It is discriminating against gur electorate which has
a democratic right to be represented in pollfical negotiations on the
future of this island. But this block on all-party peace talks also denles
to the rest of the Irish people the right [to enter into inclusive
negotiations. All partles, not just Sinn Féin,[are excluded. It is this
policy which has created the present impassg - the vacuum and the
dangers this is provoking. How do we prevenf this from deterioratin
Into a crisis? Con ’

It was the efforts of nationalist Ireland which created the peace
process and brought about the enormous ogportunity which we now
have, -The Sinn Feln peace strategy, the HumedAdams dialague, the Irish
Peace Initiative and the IRA cessation gefierated a new polltic?l
climate in which, for the first time since parti on, a real prospect of.a

negotiated settlement and a lasting peace, exigts.
i

-
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negotiated settlement and a lasting peace, exis ks,

3 |

|

|
In all of this the strength of nationalist apd democratic opinion In

freland and among our exiled population, esp{cially those In the United

States, has been a force for progress. This pgsitive force must again be . :

harnessed to ensure that the potential cregted in Ireland is not now - s
squandered by a reluctant British governmemt. it is the responsibility
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in all of this the strength of nationalist
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and democratic opinton In

ireland and among our exiled population, egpeclally those in the United

States, has been a force for progress. This
harnessed to ensure that the potential c

ositive force must again be
ated in Ireland is not now

squandered by a reluctant British government. it is the responsibility
of all of us, and most particularly the llish government, to fill the

t and to bring about the

negotiations at which we can work out aopr own future. Negotiations

vacuum created by the British governm}

without precondition or vetos, at which e
everything on the table.

All-party talks are the obvious next step.

eryone is at the table and

If the peace process Is to move forward t e dithering, the stalling, the

blocking has to be replaced by a real commit
settlsment. :

ment, on all sides, to find a

The entlre logic of a peace process Is tl'ét through substantive all-
party peace talks we arrive at a peace seftlement which removes the

causes of the conflict and takes the guns, 'fl

orever, from Irish politics.

The British block on negotiations needs to He removed, not explained or

justified. All-party peace talks should bq
urgency and within an agreed timeframa.

initiated as a matter of

There needs to be positive and effectlve ac t:ion by those, in Ireland and
abroad, who support this peace process to I+£nove the situation forward.,

There needs to be a pro-active and pla
government, a strategy for all party talks.

Real peace talks need to commence so
committed to building peace can get on with

Once started the nature and structure of pe
the efficient examination and resolution
related issues required to move the process
be dealt with in isolation, nor can movement
as a precondition to the negotiations proce;
will be addressed. Negotiations need to
comprehensive basis.

-0 o ——— e ST e

ed approach by the lrish

hat those of us who are
the work of building peace.

ce talks must then ensure
of all of the many Inter-
forward. No one issue can
~on one issue be demanded
s at which all these issues
_address all issues on a
| [
: ,

Tha iesua of decommissionina is not. theréfore. a real barrler to all-

.81



which the British have created to stall or slow down the momentum of
peace. Decommissioning is not preventing alk-party talks. It Is simply
the British excuse for this. :

pA' peace talks. It is only the latest in a vierles of tactical barrlers
|

il

The case of Paratrooper Lee Clegg, released after serving only two
years for the murder of a 17 year old Irish gifl, illustrates that despite
the desire in Ireland for a new beginning that the British government
adheres firmly to the old agenda.

The British retain one law for themselves ajid another for the Irish.
This Is the historlc reality. 11 months into ar] IRA cessation it remains
the ‘contemporary reality, - i s

This weeks curfew of the Lower Ormeau arep is a timely reminder of
the continued reality of the nationalist nightfnare. The British are not
yet prepared to change that reality. They mus{ be convinced, persvaded,
pressurised if necessary to do so. A peacefu| strategy for change, for
achleving democracy and justice has to degl directly and effectively
with the realities of Injustice and inequality.

it cannot be dependant on the willingness of the British to change. The
British cannot be allowed to sit on their hqhds. The British have no
right to squander the present, unprecedgnted opportunity for a
negotiated settlement. Most crucially they cafinot be allowed to misuse
the Irish peace process to pursue an IRA surré¢nder - the real purpose of
the decommissioning demand and something |which the British failed to
achieve in 25 years of war. |
The peace processs cannot stand still. If it i not maving forward It is
in danger of moving back. It must be moyed forward if it is to he
sustained and brought to fruition. The al)sence on any movement
towards negotiations and therefore towards B negotiated settiement is
a the heart of the growing frustrations and tensions on the streets. The
British government has no conflict resolutigh strategy, they have no
plan to consolidate the new situation. Instdad they pursue the failed
policies of exclusion, discrimination and repfession.

In a situation which requires flexibility ang compromise, the British
government, in blocking political dialogue, is|denying us the vehicle for
flavihilitv and tha forum for compromise.|The are, In fact, forclng

The political vaguum has to be filled. Britain's negativity requires, in
fact, It demands positive and effective acfion from those who are

© Nnammided /20 thesuasess of this peace progess; to the securing of a
.anace doas not belong to
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" fact, It demands positive and effectlve action from those who are
co. .nitted to the success of this peace progess; to the securing of a
?otiated settiemenct n livland. The poace pfarcece doas not belong to

e British government. It belongs to the Irish people. We who have
craated the npnortunity for peace, who have hulit the. peace process and
who support the creating of a process of pejcetul change, we neud to
remove the obstacles to forward movement. |

This I8 our responsibility in Ireland, in Britgin and in North America.
Peace In Ireland cannot simply sit and walt untll the British
government Is ready and willing to move. W¢ need to move the peace
process into negotiations - into all-party pefice talks as the only way
to secure an agreed political settlement arj therefore a sustainable
peace. That is the unfudged commitment the London and Dublin
governments made publicly prior to the IRA cessation. It is the
responsibility of the political representatives of all the Irish people to
ensure that the British do not renege on this commitment, it Is our
responsibility to remove unnecessary obstacles, to resist preconditions
and to move the peace process forward Into fall-party peace talks.

It Is of cruclal Importance that this is our a feed position and that the
signal we send iIs a clear and unambiguolls one which the Bntlsh .
government cannot misrepresent or misundenstand,

A peace process, to bring about a peace ettlement requires peace
talks. This is the essential next step,
Peace cannot be made unless and until th§ British and the unlonists
engage positively In the peace process) Unfortunately, London's
commitment to peace in Ireland has been fudged from the start.

Key British Comments on the Peacq Process.

British Messaae to Sinn Fein. 17 July 199
'We remind you that this process of dialogge leading to an inclusive

political process can only start after we haye received the necessary
assurance that organised violence had been brgught to an énd’.
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Key British Comments on the ) Process,

' nn_Feln. 17 July 1199; 2

‘We remind you that this process of dialogue leading to an lnclusive
political process can only start after we hive recelved the necessary
assurance that organised violence had been b Jought to an end’.

|

itish Messaage to Sinn Fein. 3 Sept 1993

‘the ‘objectives of an Inclusive process would be the pursuit of peace,
stability and reconciliation on the widest pgssible basis. Beyond that,
there would be no attempt to impose prior rgstrictions on the agenda ....
this process of dialogue leading to an Inclusive political process can
only start after the receipt of the necessafy assurance that organised
violenci had been brought to an end’,

British and irlsh governments: ‘Thay | confirm that, in these
circumstances, democratically mandated |parties which establish a
commitment to exclusively peaceful methpds and which have shown
that they abide by the democratic process, are free to participate fully
In democratic politics and to join In dialogud, 'In due course betweaen the
Governments and the political parties on th:aI way ahead',

Johp Major, 15 Dec 1993
‘What is in this document js the cleares
providing the IRA are prepared to renounce i
Fein will be able to joln exploratory talks

‘We’ve offered them a route into the demodiatic talks themselves., That
IS what IS on uffer. Al thay have to dn i ’aive up violence ... there’s
one question of overriding importance andlfts a very simple one. Will
the IRA give up violence in order to enter |Into talks in the demacratic
procass?’ |

Inhn "Maiar. Belfast Newsletter, 4 J !1994

the other constitutional parties’,
© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/01
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ﬁ " Sinn_Fein, 3 3
e objectives of an inclusive process would be the pursuit of peace,
bility and reconciliation on the widest po sible basis. Beyond that,

there would be no attempt to impose prior reftrictions on the agenda ....

this process of dialogue leading to an inclysive political process can

only start after the receipt of the necessary assurance that organised ¥
violence had been brought to an end’. -~

British and Irish governments: ‘They |[confirm that, In these
circumstances, democratically mandated parties which establish a
commitment to exclusively peaceful methogls and which have shown
that they abide by the democratic process, pre free to participate fully

am t o ia in due course between the
13 HT KT8 sgeltics and to loin in dlaloguefin due ¢ By o
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.he other constitutional partles’,

Jo - Commons, 1
If he (Mr Adams) wishes to enter into dis ussions he know how he may
do it. He can decide to give up vialencq, after three months he can.
enter Into exploratory talks and then he yill be able to enter into- the
democratic talks process itself. That [s the route ahead. And the only
question that needs to be asked Is .. of|Mr Adams. Will he stop the
violence and enter the democratic procesy or will he not?’

those you represent politically abandon it| for good: and you can Join in
the process, a process where all thd interlocking Issues will be
considered with no outcome ruled out. Ve have assured you that you

Jan_1994 , ,
‘The government say this ..’Glve up the Justification of violence, let
hold the key. We are not going to change | he lock'.

Patrick Mayhew, - New York, 12 Apr 1994
'That's not going to require any Surréngier, the ending of that armed
conflict.’

(=i 1]

‘Acceptance of the ".'Iolnt Daclaration Is
the talks process. What is required is a
support for, paramilitary violence.’

! o h
not a precondition for entering
iermanent end to the use of, or

i
|
‘There is an opportunity for him (Gerry .dams) to give up violence and
then in a short while to enter the - “nstitutional talks. Now that
constitutional avenue is open to him an | do not believe any amount of
talking will please anyone untll such ti -e as he says the violence can

end and we can begin to talks. ‘That . what | am waiting to hear from
h“"’o ' i Y "

© NAITAGKYR6ad /T%5Tes 13.7.95



	2021_97_1
	nai_TSCH-2021-97-1_1995-07-13.org.ocr.r
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0057
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0059
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0060
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0061
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0062
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0063
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0064
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0065
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0066
	TAOIS_2021_97_01_0067


