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A8 you know, we had & long and full discussion witd the sian FYein
delegation today. The meeting lasted about 3k nours vwith two breaks
auring it. The strueture of the meeting was as follows. We opsned up
vith formal opening statellents. We than discussed for some time the
reasons why the Government insists on progress being mads oz
decsnmisslioning of arms and I was able to explaln to them that if we
vere to get to round table talks it would dave to be on the Dagis that
all parties went there armed conly with their mandates, otherwise those
talks in practical terms would not take place, and arfter a very full

and forthrigbt dlscusdion of that we disoussed the alements of

decommissioning. They bave taken away & paper covering those elemants

and we have agreed to rTetursn to that in the future. After a break
they came back and disoussed what they terz as demilitarisation and I
was Able to explain to them that i3 scooerdance with the speech made DY
thue Bacretary of 8tate in Coleraine in 1992, the onset of peace bad
alloved de-escadlatory measures to be takea in terms of security, ana
88 paace becomes astablished those da-estalatory measures will
hopefully ¢ontinue te be available. We discussed a number of &ther
issues in brief, but in particular at the ead ve discussed with then
the question eof the equality of treatmant which they had raised in
their opening statement. and I vas able to make clear to them that my
presence at today’s talks was an iadicatien of something we Rave
confirmed before that we accapt thelr electoral mandate, that ve wish
to move the process forward pesitively and comstructively with them in
exploratory talka. I made it clear that contingent obvicusly on my
being availlable to them in terms of these talks that we woula mlso
allov contacts Detveen counoillezs and Minieters to take place as &
logical copsequenceé of thit so long as their involvement with me@ in
talks continues. At the end I said to them that I thought wa had hasd
& very full disoussion. It bhad been useful decause ve had had a
cbance across a table te put our position clearly and firnly oa that
table and to explaln the reasons behind Qur positioan. =Xaving done 8o,
I suggested that it would be useful to have anotder maeeting socon, I



! 's offered them three datas next week Pecause I wish to see the

' nomentum ¢ontihue and they have gaid that they will come Dback to me.
A3 you know, they also asked me to pass on to 3ir Patrick Xayhaw a
reguest that he should invite their President te attend bilateral
political substantive talks. I again made oclear to them the elements
that would require to be fulfilled in terms of 4aecommissioning of arms
for that to become possible but sald to them that I would report on
the meeting to the 8ecretary of state.

Intarviewer
Can you describe the atmosphere today?

Kichael Ancran
The atmosphere was forthright. We bad a chance very firmly to put on
the table our position and to explain the reasoning behind our
\ position. I was able 6 make it claar, for instance, that our
concerns about decémmissioning were very much shared by the people of
Northern Ireland, but it was a practical and political reality that
unlees progress was made on this fromt in & substantive way we were
not golirg to reach a position where parties would come round a table
in order to be able to achieve the comprehenaive settlemant that all
| of us mee as the final oPjective. It was a hard meeting, it was a
forthright meating, but it was a business-like meeting and one, I
bope, we ¢an sontinue in a rfyuture meeting in the near future.

Interviever

Were you satisfled by your discussions on the decemmissioning ¢f IRA
waapons?

Michael Aneram F

The point this Torning was to begin those discussions. W%We discussed
the Various elements of decommissioning, modalities, guestions of
verification and we have, as I say, Put a paper to them which they
took and they have said thet they will consider the elements in that
papecr.
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.ntervievex
MP Ancram, will no Ministerial neetings though with Sir Patrick Mayhew
now take place unless you’ve got some progress on the question of
decommissioning. Are you categoric abeut that or what is your
position?

Micheel Anoran

What ve have made clear, aand we have made clear over a very leoxng
pericd of time, is that if we are to aove out of exploratory dialegue
into substantive political dialogue theré has to bhe prograas on the
decompissioning question in terms of three vary c¢lear alements. The
first is that thare bas to be An agraement in prineiple to a
progressive decomnisaloning of arms. ©Secondly, there has te bae an
agreement oa tha way that decommissiening will take place and thirdly,
there has to be some desomminmioning happening as ar indicatien that
their intent is sericus. And we’ve said once that is in placée, then
va can move frem exploratory dialogue to substantive politiaal
dialogue.

Interviewer
Are you hopeful aftar today’s meeting?

Miohael Ancram

I think today kas beaz 2 useful meeting in the sanse that ve vere, as
I say, able, across a table, to put our positisns clearly to each
other in a way that often i2 the past has only beed poesible through
the media and I hope that we have laft them in no dsubt about our
determination to try and secure a lasting peace in Northera Ireland
and a coumprehensive and agreed political settlement.

Interviewer €

Were you impressed with Sinn Fein’s &pparent determination to have
peace in Northern Ireland?



Miohael Ancram

They made it clear to me that they were committea to the achiavement
ef peacs in Northera Ireland. we agreed that thia vas a process whioh
had to be taken foTward and the discussien teday was largely about
8lements of that process.

Intarviever

Were you meeting a Sinn Fain delagation today with links to the IRA or
wWere you meating a Sinn Fein delegation, some of whose membars are
senior members of the IRA?

Nichael Ancram

X wae talking to Bian Pein on the understanding which they did oot
contradigst that they had influence over the IRa Which they would wish
to Use in their own vay, as they said te ma. 1 nade it clear that I
vas speaking to them bgcause I believed that they had that influence
&2d I hoped that Shey would be able to use it because tbat ig the oaly
Vay that the process can in effact be taken forward,

Interviewer

When you ghoek hands with these people today, what wers the amotions
going through your haad, given the backgreund of what happened at
Brighton and places like it. How dla you personally feel?

¥ichasel Ancranm

I shook hands with tham when they came in ©n a foraal basis as I woyld
a3y delagation I meet. 7ni§ was 2 sigmificant meetiang, but it was one
step in a progess ana that was how I dealt with it and that ia why I'nm
keen to see thig process continue. It is vBy I have offercd them
three days Next waek 32d I bope they will be abie to taxe up one of
these days so we can contiaue that process.

Interviover
Minister, whenever thay raiged issues ljke Policing, like prisoners
etc, what did you have *o #ay to them?

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/16

v B AA
i ‘P EEREREEERCEREEREEE ]
; F R FEEREEEREREEEREE R
‘FE EREEEEEREEEREERRREEFEREEEREEEEEREEERREEEEEEEERE
§ tE P REER R I i
I EEEREEEEEREREEREERI



© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/16

Xiehael Angran

Well we aidn’¢ actually taix about Poliocing. we talkea Priefly abpout
Prisoners and Buggasted o them as this Y&y a2 igportant issue this
¥as one or the Battors ye zight Goasider at 3 future Neeting anq that
la Sometding obviougly y vill awayt to Rear rrog them aboyt.

Interviovor

I hope obviously that the elements vhich are heeded to pe Put in pilace
to take the Process forwarqg t© a substantive Pelitigal dialogue wi1;
be torthcominq. I’'B very xeep tO 844 this dialogue PXOgTessing, 1/pm
VaTY keed to smge U8 moving as soopn 48 we oan teo ap inclusive,
Compredengive dialogue ¥om whish we might reach agreedsnt between all
the Parties, put it is gor the parties and psrticularly for gimn Fein
iz this inetance to take thig B3tter forwazrg. They Xnow what Tequires
to be dong. TR@ Britiss Govarnment a33 alengy nas mage it absolutaly
Clear that ye Ars determingg to achieve 4 Psacetyl dettlament anq an
49Tced politieal settlemont apg V8 wish to take it forvarg, pyt ve caa
021y do go op the basis or tne clear Udderstandipgs and sompitments
vhich r outlined today.

Iztarvieyer
Dig they Yuestion you about what the Snionigts said after their
meeting with sir Patrick Mayhew Yestargay?

Nichae] Ancram

They agked D8 what the status gf BY Position wag 408 I nmade it clear
that ag Bir ratrick bas mage clear, that the position yn relation to
Minigters ip talks is 4 flexible one, that Minigtars are put ferward

that are taxing piace at the moment.




.terviavo:

Is it absolutely oclear that thare must be some physical
decommissioning of some weapons before Sinn Fein can be adnitted to
the next stage?

Michael Ancram

1 have Dade it clear again today, ae 8ir Patrick made it oclear when he
was in tha United States earlier in the year, that there are tke three
elements, an agreenmant in principle to a progressive decommissioning,
an agreement on how it will happen and some decommissioning to shew
that that intent is serious.
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