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CONFIDENTTIAL

25 Aprile s “1'9195;

Mr. Paddy Teahonr
Secretary,

Department of“the Taoiseach,
Government ABuildings,
Merrion reet,

Dublin Z.

Dear Paddy,

You will have seen the attached from the Department of Justice.
You will recall the "feelers" put out by Fr. Reid about contacts
with this group.

Fr. Alec Reid and Fr. Gerry Reynolds are almost certainly the
"Church persons" referred to in this letter. For what it is
worth, Fr. Reid recently read me a letter from one of the same
group, protesting that the weapons in question were being brought
to Belfast for safe keeping rather than use, and generally
proclaiming peaceful intent.

I repeated to Fr. Reid the difficulties we would have in getting
political agreement for any meeting with such an erratic and
isolated group, whose capacity to adhere to any consistent line,
or to represent any significant constituency, was ian obvious
doubt.

Yours sincerely,

Sean O hUiginn
Second Secretary

clck Mr. T. Dalton
Secretary
Department of Justice
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We the (Balbriggan) accused would 1ike to make the following l
ptatement,

We are not involved in any way, in any acticn, that would put in
jeopardy the ' Peace Process'. We are 8 delegation appointed by
the leadership of the Irish Republican So¢ialist Movement, &nd
for tre last 18 mths. have been fnvolved in discussions with
relevant individuales and groups, We have a particulary close
relationship with a number of church persone based in Belfaut,
which can be verified by them. The thrust of our discussions
with such church figures was t6 bring our mevement into the
equation with yegard to the ongolng "Peace Process’:

We conciuded quite some time ago that a new non-violent apgroach
wag neceded to address and overcoms problens relating to Irish
unity., And in keeping with this point of view we were able to
{nfluence the Irish National Liberation Army to suspend its
military operations in July 1994.

ps 8 logical extenslon of the adove position the Irieh Repulhtlican
Socialist Movement intends to send a delegation to the Forum for
Peace and Reconciliation to articulate its political gosition for
the future, The Iriah Republican gocialist Movement has beon
involved in the Irish struggle for national liberation eince
1974, and fully intends to be involved in the solution.

In conclusion, we would 1ike to state that we aré fully committed.
to supporting the continuance of the dialogue between the Trish
Republican Soclalist Movement and all the relevant individuals
and bodies snvolved with the Irish Pedce Procese’. -
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MEETING WITH FATHER ALEX REID
ON WEDNESDAY 8TH MARCH 1995

Father Reid asked that a meeting be agreed to between officials in Dublin with
the IRSP which is linked to the INLA.

The request arose out of work done by Father Gerry Reynolds in which Father
Reid participated.

The INLA\IRSP had not had a ceasefire to match the IRA ceasefire and Father
Reid said it was a source of worry, to the Loyalists in particular.

The work of dealing with INLA had been ongoing since last September and
attempts had been made to have them speak to John Hume\Sinn Fein. The
issue had been raised with the last Government of their making a submission to
the Forum for Peace and Reconcilliation.

Father Reid said that on Monday last representatives of the organisation had
asked to speak to somebody from Dublin (this is linked to their view that they
have not been accorded parity of esteem in the North by Sinn Fein in
particular).

The meeting, as proposed by Father Reid, would take place in Ligoori House
and would be chaired by the Provincial of his order.
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