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Martin #lcGuinndss
SINN FEIN
13 Aprll 1998.

Dear Mr McGuinness,

Thank you for sending us on 11 April a further draft of the possible
exchange of letters betwsen us. (n the light of this and of our
previous contacts, each now has a bettsr understanding of the
othexr’s positioen.

Accordingly lt may be helpful it I sat out the position I believe we
have reached as a result of our recent corregpondence, our exchanges
of illustrative drafts and our informal discussions. I hopa you can
now agree to move ahead, without any further delay, on the basis
below,

Flreat, as I understand it, Sinn Feln want to engage in sarious,
constructive, detailed and substantive discussions on all ralevant
issues with Britisgh Ministers., We both take tha view that all
issues of lwportandgea shouwld be includsd.

Second, Sinn Fein accepts that once our Minister of State jolns the
exploratory dialogue, there will firut be a discussion, asg a
separate 1asue, on the decommissioning of arms, Sinn Fein has given
a commitment to ehgage in serious and constructive discussione on
all aspectg of thls subject, You Know and accept that this
discussjon will include an exploration of the ways by which
decommissioning can bast ba achievad; and accordingly that we shall
need to explore, among other things, mathods, veritficatlon,
including the scope for independent supervislon, legal and practical
conglderations, and timing. We, on our side, understand that you
will approach this and all issues on the basis of your mandate anad
analysis, with a view to saaking the resolution of this and all
relevant issues,




Third, Sinh Fein has made clear its wish to xalse what you term
"demilitarisation”, As we have always said, no subject is
excluded, We know from what you have gald that you have your own
opinions on thils subject, which you will no doubt express. For our
part, we will be glad to explain the Government’s policy and
approoach.

A simple confirmation, in writing, that this letter correatly
records the position will open the way to Ministerial weetings with
your patty in exploratory dialogua. Wa shall then be In touch
through tha usual channels to arrange the next meeting of
axploratory dialogue, at which our Minister of State will lead the
Government team, on a mutually convanient date,

Yours ylncerely,

P?‘.QUENTIN THOMAS
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