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Martin MoGuinncis� 
SINN FEIN 

Deftr Mr McGuin�sss, 

NOI\.THBRN IRl!LANt.'.l OFPK:n 

W1IIT.8IIALL 

LONDON SWlA 2AZ 

lJ April 199fL 

Thank you for sending tls on 11 April a further draft of th� possibl� 
exchange ot letters betw1FJen us. ·en: the l lght. o! this a11d of our 
prftvious contacts, each-now ha!S a be.ttar understanding oft.he 
other'� position. 

Accordingly lt may be helpful it' I �At 011t the po�ition I beli8Ve we 
have reached as a reAult of our recer1t correepond�nc�, our exchanges 
of illustrative drafts and our informal <liscuusions, I hopQ you oan 
now agr�e to move ;!lhec:v.l, without any furtlrnr d�lay, en the basis 
below. 

First, a!.! r under� l;:anct it, S.ir'ln F�in want. to eng�ge in stiriou�, 
uonstruct.ive, detll.iled and subst;;rntive dhicussions on all ralevant 
ieaues with Britiah Mini�ter�. WR �oth t�ke the view that all 
isaues of lmportanae ghould be incl�d$d. 

Second, Sinn Rein accepts that onca our Mlnlster of State joins the

exploratory dialogu�, thA�e will f�rut be a <li�cussion, as a 
separa l:e iasue, on the d�comroiss i.oqinq or. armH, Sinn Ffiirt has CJ i V()n 
a commitm�nt to engage in seriou:3 and constructive discus!Jionm on 
all aspects ot thls subject, You �now and accept that thi� 
discus�ion will includ� an exploration 0f the ways by which 
decommi�sioning can bii$t i).a achiev13d; ;,\nd �ccordingly thl\t we ah<\ll 
need to explore, among other thingi, methods, varirication, 
including the scope for independent suparviB!on, legal and practical 
considerations, and timing. WG, on our sicte, understand that you 
will app�oach tliis and all issues 9n the basis of your mandate and 
analysis, wit� a view to se8kiny the resRlutlon of this and all 
r•levartt iesuee. 
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Third, Sinn F$in has made clear its wish to �ai�e what you term 
"cterni.litarisation 11

, Ae we have alwciys said, no subject ia
excluct�d. W� know from what you h<:1ve �a.ld that you h�ve your own 
opinions on this �ubjact, which you will no doubt express. For our 
purt, we will b� gl«d to explain the Government's policy and 
appl::oach, 

A 8impl� confirmation, in writin�, �hat this lett�r corr8atly 
records thQ poeition will open the way to Minict�rial meeting� with 
you.t' pa.n·.y 1n �xploratory di.<i lognf'.;). Wia shnl l then be in to1.lch 
through the usunl channels to arrange the next meeting of 
e�ploratory dialo�u�, �t which our �inister of State will lead the 
Government team, on a mut�ally oonv•nient data. 

Your� ulnc�r•ly, 

�:QUENTIN THOMAS 
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