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AMBASAID NA HEIREANN EMBASSY Of IRELAND

TELEPHONE: (202) 462-3939 2234 MASSACHUSETTS AVE.. N.W.
FAX: (202) 232-5993 WasHINGTON. D.C. 20008
CONFIDENTIAT,
IMMEDIATE

SECURE FAX 22

8 MARCH 19895

TO HQ FROM WASHINGTON
FOR SECRETARY O hUIGINN FROM AMBASSADOR

ADAMS FUNDRAISING BAN TO BE LIFTED

1. As reported orally, there was regular contact this afternocon
between the National Security Council (Nancy Soderberg in
particular) and Sinn Féin in Belfast (Gerry Adams and Ted
Howlin), using Niall 0'Dowd as an intermediary, to see if a
form of words could be found to facilitate the issuing of a
non~restrictive visa to Adams. Late this evening, the attached
text (Annex 1), based on an initial Sinn Féin draft, was found
satisfactory to both sides; it was agreed that it would be
issued as a statement by Adams at 1 pm Irish time Thursday.

2. The key White House input into the text was to insist on the
addition of the words (a) "decommissioning of" before weapons
in paragraph 2, and (b) *including decommissioning™ in the
crucial final paragraph =- the relevant text of which now
reads: '"There cannot be a single issue agenda and no issue,

including decommissioning should be excluded from these
discussions. We look forward to discussing all matters with

a view to their resolution".

3. The White House response to the Adams statement will be issued
at 1 pm local time here (i.e. 6 pm Irish time) and will be
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along the lines of the attached (Annex 2). As you will see,
the only requirement being placed on Adams is that "all funds
raised will be used for legitimate political party activities
which serve to reinforce Sinn Féin's commitment to the peace
process" (in effect the Price Waterhouse oversight). The
White House, I might a&d, are likely to signal this positive
reaction from about 9.15 am local time.

4. The decision to try and break the logjam was taken personally
by the President, who had all the papers on his desk since
last evening. In doing so, he would have been very conscious
of our views, as conveyed in particular to the Vice President
and Tony Lake, of those of Irish-American politicians
(especially Senators Dodd and Kennedy, who spoke to the
President as late as last night) and of the strong feeling on
the issue in the active Irish-American community.

i) I had a sense that there was some softening in the U.S.
attitude since yesterday afternoon, and firmed up this view
in a discussion this afternoon with Tony Lake. A factor
undoubtedly was the view that this issue was going to continue
to fester, including of course over the politically important
(in U.S. terms) St Patrick's Day period, and perhaps lead on
to the erosion of some of the political credit the President
had achieved as a result of his initial decision to grant
Adams a visa. It was at the end of the day, and as indicated,
very much a personal decision on the part of the President.

6. There seems to have been no contact as of 1late this
(Wednesday) evening with the British on the above. However,
a White House contact has just told me that Tony Lake may call
the British ambassador later to-night to ensure that they are
‘‘not taken unawares" if the Sinn Féin statement issues to-
morrow morning, as agreed. (The White House will telephone
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me early in the morning to confirm formally the above
understanding with Sinn Féin). There was, I might add, some
concern in the White House about the likely Unionist reaction
but this seemed to ease on there being made aware of the visit
of the Queen to Belfast and the importance of this for the
Unionist community.
St Patrick's Day Reception

7. As you will see from the attached also, the President has
decided to invite all Northern Ireland Party leaders to his
St Patrick's Day Reception in honour of the Taoiseach and Mrs
Bruton.

Speaker's Lunch

8. In the light of the President's decision to invite all the
Northern party leaders to the White House Reception, there
will inevitably be pressure on the Speaker to revisit his
decision to exclude Adams fxom his St Patrick’s lunch. He may
well not wish to be embarrassed politically by this new
development; indeed, some contacts have signalled that he
might have reviewed his decision earlier but for Peter Ring's
foolishness in going public with his threatened boycott of the
lunch, about which the -Speaker was incandescent with rage.

9. We will, of course, keep you informed of developments.
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The follewlng is tLiie text of & statenant

M&rch 1994

Reesponding Lo medle speculstlon that BritLish Minlsters will maeet
with Slnn Rein, Gerry Adames, Sinn Fein Presideri, gzald:

1. It i8 acceplad Lhet Lhe mosl urgemt and imporient (ssue Taclng

us &Lt (s Lo remove Lhe c&usss of centiicl, overcoma tha legacy of

history and La heal the divislons which hava resulted: to achlave

a lamting peace Lhrough & negoliated aelilemant. Considarable
progress has been made sd$o 1gr, lhig progress fust be
censcol [deled. Evaryone corcerned Lo achieve & lastlng peacs must

apply themselves tou this tesk, which can only ba =sccompllshed by

dialogua; through (nclusive discussions and negetiatlorms lnvolving

table and every issue immust be oun the teable. All parties must be
accarded equality of trestment. The Britlah governmenlL muat
uphold, nol undermine the danocralic rights of atl sectlons aef the

glactorate.

e, 1t (s (n this conlext Lhal progress can be made on the whole
range of relavanl icsues - juslitl, discrimlnation Ln employment,
prisoners,

demi({ltarisstlon.

. The Taolseach, Mr Brutor, has correctly stsied that thaere
cannet be a single lssue agercia and the ternalste, Mr Sprlng, (n a
recent Limely (nitervaernllon, warred trhat ta make Live decommlisslon

Of wetpons a preconditl(on was 'e tarnule for disagter',
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4, Thie (s MYy poziticn ais&c: At Lhe same time, stn Feln has

}

jrigh potlitlcs. . {

conglelantty argued 107 Lhie permanent removal Of alt guns from

55 we have consistently stated, over & protracied period,
ecek B complete demttitmrisatinn of the situation - that
ramoval forevel o &l guné - Brittsh unitontst,

republtlcen = froin lrish palitlics

6. Everyone has &n (rd tuenee  ever tnhe present sltuation. The
coltectlve appl (cation of thet in{tuence can trangform the

pollLlcat climate and put un end Lo Lhe fatiures @t the past.

7. a
our inftuence on ul | matler i, in & positive way and with the alm

of advancing the pesce procehs

9. sinn Feln represantattweg will entel into digeusslong wlth
Brlitlsh Minieters oN all tpc nstters putlt tnad Ln puragrapg 2 and
on the best® of our mandgatt arnd  our analysl®. fhera cannot be 2

alngle lssue agGnde and na tSsus, inctudlng decommisaloning should
A/ ba excluded fromn Lhet® glecussions. wa Lcok forward 10 dlscussing

all matiers with & view Lo LLeir resolutibh
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DEAFT TALKING BOINTS CN GERRY ADAMS DECISION:

»

Gerry Adams applied for a visa February 22 and asked fer
permission te fundraise.

Adams had previously not been allowed to fundraise because
of concerns we had gkout issues related to IRA arms
procuzrement and disarmament.

Progress has been made in both these arsas sinhce Adams’ 1:
visit. In particular, we welcome Sinn Fein’'s announcement
tocday that it is preparec 4to engage in discussions ¢n

decormissioning and othez  issues in its talks with the
British. x

On tha basis of the progress made so far, the President h:
decided %o permit Gerry Adams teo engage in fundraising
activities during nis proposed upcoming trip to the U.S.
will be issued a 3 month-multiple-entry visa which will
perxit fundraising. We have made ¢lear our expectation £t
2ny and all funds raised will be used for legitimate
political party activities which serve to reinforce Sinn
Fein’s ccommitment to the peace process.

The President is hosting a reception on March 17 in honer
Irish Prime Minister John Bruton. In rec¢ogniticn of the
extraordinary opportunity for peace and political progres:s
which now exists in Nozthern Ireland, the Fresident is
inviting to the reception leaders of Northern Ireland’s

political parties who are committed o peace, including
Mr, &dams.

We will continue to werk to advance the peace process and
enccurage a3ll parties t¢ build on the pregress made to dat
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Sinn Féin

...news reiease...
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The following is the text of a statement issued to our office 4 March
1995. e _ 8 ot

Responding 1o media speculation that British Ministers will meet with
Sinn Féin, party President Gerry Adams said: ‘

1. "It is accepted that the most urgent and important issue facing us all
is to remove the causes of conflict, overcome the legacy of history and
to heal the divisions which have resulted; to achieve a lasting peace
through a negotiated settlement. Considerable progress has been made
so far. This progress must be consolidated. Everyene concemed to
achieve a lasting peace must apply themselves to this task, which can
only be accomplished by diglogue; through inclusive drscussions and
negotiations Involving all parties with an electoral mandate. Everyone
must be at the table and every issue must be on the table. All parties
must be accorded equalfity of treatment. The British government must
uphold, not undermine the demacratic rights of all sections of the
electorate.

2. "It is in this context that progress can be made on the whole range of
relevant issues - justice, discrimination in employment, prisoners,
political and constitutional matters and demilitarisation.
_Demilitarisation requires movement on a range of issues including

represswe legisiation, prisoners, and the decommissioning of weapons.
¢// e —

18 "The Taoseach Mr. Bruton, has correctly stated that there cannot be

and the Tanaiste, Mr. Spring, in a8 recent timely
intervention, warned that to make the decommissioning of weapons a
precondition was 'a formuia for disaster'.

4. "This is my position 8lso. At the same time, Sinn Féin has
consistently argued for the permanent removal of all guns from lIrish
politics.

5. "We have consistently statcd, over a protracted period, that we scck
a complete demilitarisation of the situation - that is the removal of all
guns - British, unionist, loyalist and republican - from irish politics.

Press Centre, 51-53 Falls Road. Belfast
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6. "Everyone has an influence over-tire present situation. The collective -
applicstion of that influence can transform the political climate and
-put an‘end to the failures of the past. : 3

7. "Our position on this matter is transparent. We wish to use our

influense_on-all-matters, in a positive way and with the aim of

advancing the peaee process. :
—

8. “I welcome th’erefore the suggestion that the Britlsh ministerial ban
on contact with Sinn Féin may be ended.

9, “Sinn-Féin representatives will enter into discussions with British
Ministers on all the matters outlinec in paragraph 2 and on the basis of
our mandate and our analysis. There cannot be a single issue agenda and
) no issue, including decommissioning should be excluded from these
Z [ discussions. We look forward to discussing all matters with a view to
their resolution.”
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