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19 December 1995 No of pages including this-vng:

To: HQ From: Belfast

For: Second Secretary O hUiginn From: Joint Secretary

Subj: Killing of Francis Callins

| [ have obtained the following background to the killing of Franci;m

the New Lodge area of North Belfast.

2 The information available to thc NIO from the RUC is that at 7.30pm last night two
gunmen hijacked a taxi in Spamount Strect (ofi'the New Lodge Road), entered Delaney’s
chip shop on Leppcr Street and shot Collins once in the knee and three times in the chest.
The gunmen Ned through the rear entrance of the shop. As Collins’ wife ran atter them,
they shouted “Up the IRA”. Collins was dcad on arrival at the Mater Hospital.

3. Collins, who was 40 years old, scrved a prison sentence in the early eighties for his part
in a Provisional IRA bombing. He also scrved a tive-year sentence more recently (1989-
94) for armed robbery. e was known locally for criminal activity, including drug
dealing. He was also belicved locally to have had an IRA involvement in the past (as his
first prison sentence would imply).

4. A pistol was used in the attack. Forensic tests are being camed out at present to establish
whether the weapon was used in previous incidents.

Sk The two gunmen told the driver of the hijacked taxi that they werc from the [RA. They
ordered him to walk to McLoughlin’s Bar on the Antrim Road (near the Ncw Lodge arca)
and to stay there. He did so. At 8.30 pm he was advised by somcone there that he should
report the hijacking of his vehicle and he did so. lle is currently being questioned by the
RUC about the incident.

6. The police view is that the killing becars all the hallmarks of an IRA operation.

‘The indications are, however, that thc context may have been Collins’ involvement in
armed robbery rather than in drug dealing (about which there has been some mecdia
speculation).

The RUC suspected him strongly of involvement in a number of recent robberies,
mcluding one at the Royal Victoria [Tospital which netted £37,000. In addition, it is
perhaps significant that, although the names of the victims in a numbcr of recent killings
with a drugs connection (e.g. the Devine and Kane cascs) had previously featured on an
alleged IRA “death list” publicised by the FAIT group, Collins’ name was not on this list.
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The RUC regard FAIT as generally reliable in this area - and Collins’ absence from the
list, accordingly, as an indication that drugs was not the major concern. Collins was in

any event not known as a major player on the drugs scene.

The British side have suggested speculatively that, if e.g. Collins had used IRA hardware
in a robbcry for his own personal gain, or if he had linked the IRA in any way with such

operations, that would already have placed his life in serious danger.

No organisation has yet claimed responsibility for the killing. It is recalled, however,
that the previous killings were also not claimed. [t is perhaps relevant in this connection
that a Sinn Fein Councillor who was interviewed on the lunchtime news hcre
conspicuously declined an invitation to condemn the killing (saying merely that Sinn

Fein would not condone it).

I attach a copy of a press release which the Secretary of State has just issucd on the
killing. 1 am told that this is the first occasion on which he has issued a formal public
condemnation in relation to a killing of this kind and that this reflects pressure on him to
express more active concern about such incidents. You will note that the Secretary of
State docs not in any way characterise the killing as a breach of the ceasefire.

The RUC has not yet issued any statement. It is responding to quenes by saying simply
that inquiries are continuing. We were told earlier that it would not be describing the
incident as a breach of the ceasefire and this line has now been reinforced to us in our

exchanges here.

There will of course be an opportunity to question the Chief Constable about the case at
tomorrow’s restricted security session. It is perhaps worth recalling that, in the restncted
discussion at the 17 October IGC, the Chief Constable made clear that he did not regard
incidents such as the recent Mooney and Kane murders as breaches of the ceasefire.
There has since been a further killing in this category (the Devine case). The British side
are privately of the view that the Collins case is part of the same series.
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SECAETARY QF STATE CONDSMES MULNER 19 Decsmbar 1998

Tha Secratary of 3tate, tha Rt Bon Sir Patrick Mayhew QC MP,
ragpanding to 1agt night’s murder of a man in north Belfaast said:

e wholgheartadly condesmn last aight'’s brutal murdar of Praacias
Collins in Belfast. Ther= can be oo justificatica for dqunning
down a man in front of him wife in this cowardly fashi{om; to do
26 ir che week before CAristoms graphiaally illustvratas tha
total callousness of thagse vicicus quamen.

Any violenca, {nsluding gsush aurdern where individuals arze
guoned down iz cold bloed, is wholly uaacceptable in a
civiliaed sogiety. The assagsing, whatever their mntivas and
whether or not they are acting aa debalf of parasslitary
organisacions, will be brought to juatice for thelr crimes.

The RUC imvestigation ineo this crime is in progress and I call
oo all chese gumiinely cammittad Co peacaful mathods tO condemm
these murdars unruservedly and to co-operata fully with the RUC.

Tha fact that this killing toock place on the vary day thac the
Iogternacicnal Bedy cencluded the f£irst phase of its work on the
decamissioning isgue further underlines theg nged to remgve
{llegul weapmas forgver frum Northern Ireland sociaty.®
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