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Porasonal mecozge from Fre Lian Cosgrave, T.De o

the Rie Hone Edward Heath, M.Pe 1 :

Thank you for your eessass 6f todayts dnte.

The date ~ December Gth « is accaptablse

I noto what you say sbout epousorship, end amproe that the parties
in Forthern Ircland can edmply bo notified of the date and venue. %his cas
be done Ly both of us.

On the quention ef chairmenship T feel you will appreciate ca
refleetion that, in tha context of the Mistory of thome islanda, n
gettienent reached both en British soil and alge undsy Dritish chairmanshin
- woulid on that sceeunt be likely o give rise $o more oriticises sud
controversy than oitlier of us vould dosirve

Qiite apart frum the fact that thls Coafsrence is clsarly
fud pansris - designed, hopefully, to produce an evolutionary solution
to ths Northern Irveland problem more thaw fifty years aftar the lnst
such pezotintion, and atiended by the three power=sharing parties in
lorthern Ireland as vell as by the two sovereign Covernments ef thoce
islands - cur acticn & month ago in raising the questions of wponsorehip
and chairmanship at tho same time as we reasted positively Yo the
suggestion of & location 4n Britain, meds it cleas that we ¢id mat fasl
thet the host country could piovide the chalrmonship em this ceeasica,
dad there Lowa any cuestionm of winking the twa, cur viow of the vehus
vould havo been different,

¥o proposs that a Duropean statesman from the Commmity of
vhich we are both meubers be fnvited to shair this meeting, Ye supmest
Gaston Thoxn, Foreign Minister of Luxsebours, whose quaiitics aro known
to Loth of ua, and vho we would hope might nscent this invitatiom.



