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Interview given by Italian Jour nalis t. Fulvio Grimaldi, 
on the R. T. E. "News at ( me-Thirty" programme o~ 
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"I was in the front line of the march a s the march a pproached the barricade erected 
by tne military in Wi11iam s treet. T her;;: were a f ew exchanges. a few throws of ~~ 
nothing very heavy , a nd after a bout th ree cr fou r minutee, the Army moved up with 
thi s water cannon and sprayed the whole crowd w ith coloured water . Then the 
crowd di~pc:rlilt!cl. 

"Succellsively, it returned and threw some more stones: nothing a8 I have .een in 
other places in Northern Ireland. nothing really very heavy. Afte r ~hich gas wa. 
used ma.lively by the: jl.rmy and the crowds dispersed towards the meeting place . 
whic h was at Free Derry Corner. As th e cr owd was moving away. I would lI ay about 
a couple of thous and people - complete ly pea.ceful bec au e t hey had been drenched 
with ga8 and they could hardly breat he. and many we r e . i ck .. suddenly in th e area 
behind Free Den'y Corner - Roe 8 vi 11. flats I think it is called, the big square in 
front of thoee flats - th~ Army. the paratroopers. moved inoon Saracens. 

And other paratroope rs followed on foo t. and they jumped out. The people were 
thinkin g they would be given another doee of ga s and.ca tte ed very hurriedly and 
they really fled towards F r ee Derry Corner. The Army jumped out and they 
tarted shooting in all directions. I took pictures of this, I took recording s of this. 

and there is no d~ubt whatsoever that tht:re wasn 't the s light.at provocation . 

• , here haC1J'l.'t 0 en one ahot fired at them. T here h a dn ' t been One petr ol bomb 
brown at th<.:m. 'Ther{~ had not been one nail bomb thrown at them. They j lUt 

jurup d out and, with unbelieva ble murderous fury shot into th. lhu.h'l a coowd" . 

. 1. "r~ you CeJ:tam that at no .. ta~e before the paratroops opened fire the l'e were 
ib'bts fired from t he top of R088ville flat B't 

A. "t <'m absolutely certain. and it is proved by the t ape. which r ecorda the whole 
following 01 events. Absolutely no ahor . no nail bomb even. nothing at all. That 
crcwd ',':"8 dsper~inr: ' ·. 

Q. Th~ Brithh army c!curn t hat they e re shootin& sniper!; on the top of the flaU . 
• 0 

... y in the .tre.U ? 'It'.: l' e any of the dead or 'Wounded you Ita IlIll.V1IIdIIIft' .. 

A. ! l.ee nle tell you <Wi.Olt I .aw, N o rh\?\, were only i n the strt>et and in the square .. 
1 saw a man and hiB son eros.in g the at reel. tryin & to get to .afety . with tb.eir hand­
on t.heir he cl.. The f w ere shot dead . The man got shot dead. The 50n, I think , was 

dying. 

" 1 saw a y oung fall ow who had be en wounde d , c r ouching a gain tit the wall. He walll 
~houting ' don't shoot . don ' t s hoot.' A paratrooper approached and 8h~t him from 
a bout one yard. I saw a young boy of 15 p rot.ectin g hia gir l f r iend agaln8t the'll .A1.l. 
and then proceeding to try and re .cue h er by going out with a handkerchief and with 
the other hand on his hat . A paratrooper approached. s hot him frorn about one yard 

into the stomach and shot the girl into the ann. 

, 1. sa.w a priest approaching a fallen boy in the middle of the aquare, trying to help 
hitn. give him the 1alOt rite. perhaps, and the army · I saw a paratrooper kneel down 
and take aim at him dnd shoot at him . and the priest just got away by l aying flat on ~lS 
belly. I saw a French colleague of mine w ho , shouting 'pre ss, press' and raisi~g 
high hie a r ms. went into the midllle to give help to Cl. fallen person a nd I, saw agaln, 
para.1!.;,'ooper s kne e lin g down and aiming at him. and it s only by a fantastlc acrobatlc 

jump that he did that h ..-! g < t away. 
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ffl myself >Fol shot .-i t five t , 01.(>:", • \'.';! ,~ ,j( d c( 'yt ai n stage shielding behind a window, 

I app roach t u the \vindow to lak e s, nw l) !, tu ~·l' s . Five bullets went immediately throug}: 

t he window, and I don ft kno'W how tht"y' nus s('d. I 

Q. What was the mood of the peopl e in th e BogsiCte a.s this was going on . 

A. fflt was panic, it was sheer d espair, it was frustration. I saw people crying, old 

men crying, young boys , who h ad lost their friends of 14, 13 and 15 year s , crying and 
not under standin g . T he re was astonishment. T her e was b e wilde rment, there was 

rage and frustr a. Lion. 

flIt was the rnost unbelievable ...... I have travelled many countries. I have se en 

m any c ivil w a.r s a nd revoluti ons ana w ars . I have never seen such a cold'-blooded 

murder, organised, disciplined murder, pl a nned murde r. " 
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