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Text of s t a'Leme nt rrklde in the House of Commo ns by Mr ._E:2.ul_~ha n.Qo n 
MP Mini s t er of St ot e fo r Nort he rn Irol Jnd , anno uncing the r es ult 
of ce r t a in mi l i t cuy operatio ns thr oughout t he "no- go " areas . 
St ateme nt s made by other members are also in cl uded . 

Th~Mi ni s~~E-~~iat~_ foI~2rtheID-1rel:2.n d iMr ~_2£~1~baDn2nl~ Wit h 
pe r mi ss i on , Mr . Speaker , I will make a sta t eme nt . 

At f our o 'clock th i s mo rn ing t he security forces in No r t hern 
I re l a nd moved i n s tre ngt h i nt o a numbe r of areas whi c h hav e bee n 
us ed as bases f or mu r de r , i nt i mi dat i on . a nd t he destr uc tion of 
pr opert y . Bef or e these a c ti~ iti es bega n , my r i ght hon . Fri end 
the Sec r eta r y of St ate is sued a t 9 . 30 p . m. last ni ght a ge ner a l 
a dvic e a nd wa r ning to t he popul at i on to ass i st the security f orces 
a nd pr ot ec t th emse lv es by keep ing off the street s . 

Th e ope r ati ons me t with l itt l e r es i s t a nce , a nd I am g l ad to be 
ab l e t o te l l the House t ha t known cas ua lti es we r e i n al l t he 
c i rcums t a nc es ext reme ly li ght . Two c i v i lia ns we r e k il led a nd t wo 
i njur ed . Th e s e we r e peopl e who , in spit e of th e wa rning issued , 
we r e pr esent on the s tree t s in t he early hour s of t he morni ng . 

It i s a ma tt er fo r gr ea t regret t ha t ther e we r e a ny cas ualt i e s a t 
a l l , but i t i s a tr i but e bot h to t he disci pl ine and mode r ati on of 
t he troops and to the g~o d sense of the popul at ion at l a rg e that 
th ese ext ens i ve oper ati ons we r e success fully ca rr i ed out a t so 
litt l e cos t . 

As a r es ul t of these ope r atio ns a ll ba rr ic a de s , Pr otes t ant a nd 
Catholic , hav e eit her bee n remov ed or a r e be ing ur gen t ly t a ken down. 

Th e so l e a i m of th e oper at i ons i s to see tha t eve r yo ne i n Nort her n 
I re l a nd en j oys th e ful l protecti on of the l aw . Wher e suc h pr ot ect i on 
does not ex i st, l aw- ab i di ng peop l e a r e exposed to suc h savagery a s 
we saw on "Bl ood Fri day" in Be l fas t , a nd t o brut al and indi s cr i mi na t e 
mur de r , a ss ault and intimidati on . Our pu r pose is not t o a ct aga ins t 
any se cti on of the commun ity but to i rotec t a ll , ond to r es t or e a s 
s oon a s poss i bl e the or di na ry con di tions of l i f e . 

Las t ni ght ' s milit J r y oper a t i on WdS by no me a ns a n end in it se lf . 
Ther e can be no milita r y s olution to t il e compl ex pr oblems of Northern 
I re l a nd ; Dut pol i t i ca l r epr esent atives cannot hope to di sc uss the 
futu re open ly and wi thout fear i f the r ule of l aw i s de f i ed by a ny 
s ecti on of the communi t y. Ev en t oda y , a bomb out r age a t Cl audy , 
i n County Londonder r y has cl a i med a fur t her s i x lives , th us un de r ­
l i nin g yet aga in the ur gent need to f ree t he pop ul ati on f r om the 
oppress i on of t error . 

Th e po li cy of He r Ma j e s t y ' s Governme nt conti nu e s t o res t , as it 
a l wa ys has done , on t wo ob j ect i ves fi r s t , the r es t or at i on of peace 
a nd t he des tru cti on of the capo city of the me n of viole nc e to t errori se 
t he communi t y ; sec ondly , to engage i n construc tive di s cuss i on as t o 
how t h0 po litica l , soc i a l a nd e conomi c a spirations of the who l e 
communi t y can bes t be me t . 

Mr . Merlw-B.§..§.2. : I s the Mi ni s t er of St ate aware t ha t, fo llowing t he 
r espo nse of t he IRA i n the las t ten days of ki ll ing or bombing and 
of the destruction of th e cent re of Derry , for exampl e , th er e wa s 
a n i nev i ta bi lit y abo ut th i s morni ng ' s milit ary ~ c t ion ? Ther e w~s a 
ca lculat ed ri sk , and the House wi ll be gl a d that t he adva nc e publicity 
a nd the str ength of the r espo nse a nd t he di sc i pline of the troops 
hav e l ed t o such a ver y smal l number of dea ths . 
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Now that the occupation ha s taken place, what comes next? Is the 
hone Gentleman aware that the IRA wanted a military response and 
that it is our responsibility to ensure that we do not, by our 
actions in the area, drive the Ca tholics as a whole into the arms 
of the IRA again? It is our job to snsure also that the political , 
initiative that the hone Gentleman t alks about is not put at risk. 
Are steps being t aken, not just to occupy, but to ensure that 
weapons an d gelignite do not reach the IRl1.? Is attention being 
given to policing the are a , because in the long run it is not the 
Army's role to police such are a s? 

/ IS the hone Gentleman aware that hone Members on both sides of the 
House expect action against all private arm1~s and their weapons? 
Is he aware, for example, that I am informed that in today's 
Belfast Newslebter there is a photograph of four UVF members in 
training; all a re armed and one with an Armalite rifle? Both sides 
in this dispute must be disarmed if there is to be peace. Is the 
hone Gentleman aware that there is fear, which has been present for 
a number of weeks now during the truce, of sectarian murders and 
that it is vital that this be dealt with? /"" 

Finally, the hone Gentleman has made clear what is certain and what 
"\Ile on this side of the House will support; n,1mely, that there is no 
military solution in the long run to the problem of Northern Ireland. 
Is it not urgent now not only to talk about the politic:a 1 future 
but to use the mood of expectancy which has arisen in the l a st few da 
days and for the Government to make proposals which will lead to 
elections in the North next yea r? 

M~. Channon: I am grateful to the hon. Gentleman, as I am sure the 
House will be, for his JBmarks, and in particular for what he said 
about the discipline of the troops, which has b~en generally 
recognised a s being magnificent. 

I entirely agree with the hone Gentleman about the need to ensure 
that weapons and gelignite do not get into the wrong hands. I note 
what the hone Gentleman says about this matter. 

As to what the hone Gentleman says about other illegal activities 
in the Province, my right hone Friend has made it perfectly clear . 
that he intends to prosecute with impartiality all illegal activities, 
from whatever source they may come, in so far as it is a matte~r foe 
him to prosecute them. My right hone Friend intends to pursue those 
who commit illegal acts, no matter from what section of the community 
they come. 

I entirely agree \'vi th the hone Gentleman about the very serious and 
tragic wave of sectarian murders which have taken pla ce during the 
past month or so. They come from both sections of the community. 
My right hone Friend is ensuring that the police are pursuing this 
matter with the greatest pos sible urgency. 

I entirely a gree \'~i th the hone Gentleman also that, as I said in my 
statement, no military solution is pos s ible to the complex problems 
of Northern Ireland. My ri ght hone Friend intends to pursue urgently 
the political talks which he has already been engaged in; he will 
pursue them furth er with the utmost urgency to try to find, if it is 
possible,a political fr amework in which all the people of Northern ~ 
Ireland can find a peaceful future. 

Captain Ott: Is my hone Friend awa.re that I am sure that I speak fo~ 
the vast ma j ori ty of. the people of Ulster when I say that we warmly ; 
congratulate the forces of the Crown upon the skill, precision and 
humanity with vlhich they carried out the duties this morning? Will 
my hone Friend give an undert aking that there will be no withdrawal 
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fr om the ar eas which have now been occup i ed by the Ar my until such 
time a s arrangements ar e made f or some kind of int eri m policing of 
the ar eas and until i t is possible fo r peace-loving people in the 
a r eas t o go about the ir bus i nes s freely and openly and conduct their 
pol i t ical activities in a democ r atic manne r? 

What ha s happened to the members of the IRA? We appr ecia t e the 
necessity for a war ning to be given to the populat i on , but has my 
hon e Fri end any idea whethe r the members of the I RA ar e across the 
border? If tha t be so, wha t steps ar e being t aken to prevent their 
r eturn to Nor the r n Ir el and and to pr event t he kind of inci dent tha t 
happened a t Claudy this afternoon? I s my hon e Fri end aI'la r e that 
the soone r a decision is made about the political futur e f or Ul s t er 
tha t now follows the bette r ? the sooner the interrggnum comes t o an 
end the bet t er it will be f or everyone? . 

Mr~-fhaP-t1oD : I am gr a teful to my hon e and ga lL1nt Fri end fo r what 
he , too, has said about the troops . As to the unde rtak ing fo r whi ch 
he a sks, I t hink he 1.",ill a gr ee tha t it i s f(~.r too ear ly for me ye t _ 
thes e events t ook pl2ce only about 12 hours ago - to give an under­
taking of tha t .kind , but I note wha t he says . Already , s t eps have 
been taken to :s tart some fo r m of police pr e sence in these a r ea s ? .and 
our Di m .is t o r estor e them to normality in all sens es of t hu word. 

As for whe re the IRA have gone 9 even if I ha.d full knovJ ledge on that 
ma tter I am not sur e t ha t I should be \-1is'e t o t ell the House exactly 
wha t informat i on I had, 'but , s ince he r a is es the matter , my hone 
and gallant Fri end can be 2ssur ed tha t the Government of the Irish 
Re puol i c a r e 'in no doubt about our views on thi s matter and have 
been well awa r e of them fo r a lo~g time . 

M.£..LDayi,d .. SLt53E2...:L : N Oi:J tha t the op er a tion ha s been succes sful ly con .. 
cluded, and since t~e Ministe r's sta t ement r eassert s tha t there can ;,) 
be. no milita r y solution to the problem of Northe r n Ireland, i s it I , : ',:"~ 
too much to hope th~ t those i n Ulst er who desc ribe themselve s as 
l oyalists 'will exhi bit tha t loyc.lty by giving full support to the 
Sec r e t a r y of Sta t e fo r Northern Ireland in his a ttemp ts to bring 
about r econcil i a tion and a pol i t ical solution? Second, will the 
Gover nment nm,J cons ider agai n vJhether it ,,}Quld be wise t o begin an 
a r ea by ar ea programme of impounding a rms held in priva t e hands? 

M.r_~annon: I note I,vha t the hon e Gentleman says in the second part 
of hi s question . As to the first part, I ,am sur e that there will 
a l ways be critici sm, and it i s ri ght that there should be , because 
these ar e ver y diff icult and compl ex ma tters 9 but I am sur e that 
the va st ,maj or i ty of the House at least , and, I beli eve , the va st 
majority of people in Northern Ireland, unde r st and the difficult 
pr obl ems in which we ar e enga ged and realis e how all of us must t ry 
to work now tOl,va r ds a pol i tic a l solut ion whi ch will be acc eptable 
to the ove r-whel ming ma jority of the peop~e . 

Mr. Maude : Since the milita ry operat i ons in the no- go a r ea s are 
~learly de~i gn~d to restore r a ther than to r educe civil rights in 
No r thern Irel and, will my hon e Fri end ag r ee that the extrava gant 
statement is sued today by the Civil Rights As soc i atioO shows tha t it 
ha s become mor e a propaganda mouthpiece fo r the Sinn Fe i n and the 
Provi s i onal IRA than a genuine movemc'l nt for constitut i onal r efor m? 

tIr . Q ha11-l1:Q11 ~ I cert a inly o.g re e 1!J i th vlha t my hon. Fri end s~ys inas ­
much a s one of tho purpos es of the a r my ' s action l ast n i gDt was t o 
r estor e these ar ea s to normality . It \<r i1l r esult in r estora t i on of 
civil ri ghts r ather than a r eduction of them, and they will have 
their full civil ri ghts . I s ive the cl ea r undert aking fo r wh i ch 
the hon e Membe r fo r Leeds , South (Mr . Merlyn Re es ) a sked earli er, 
tha t there i s no question of trying to act against one sect i on of the 
community . We a r e trying impartially to r est ore or de r in all pa rts 
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of the community and to r es tor e to poopl e their norm~ l civil ri ghts , 
to fr ee them f r om the intimidation of terror and the gunman under 
which th ey have labour ed f a r too long. 

Mr . Stalla rd: Will the hon . Gentl eman a ccept that I par ticularly 
we l come his statement about ther e baing no militqry solution, for 
tha t is wha t I and a numb er of other s have been trying to establish 
for a long time , but will he accept tha t I - I can only speak pe r ­
sonally - se e thi s exe rcis e today a s a tt empting to i mpose a milita r y 
solution? I think t Clt , bec::tUsc of pr essur e fr om Northe r n Ir el 'lnd 
~d fr om hon e Members on the Gove r nment benc he s behind the Sec r e t a ry 
of StJ.te - LHon . Members : lIoh . ~7 I think that thi s has been the 
r esult of Ri ght-wi ng pr essur e , and I fear tha t the Government a r e 
emba r king along the road wh i ch has already destroyed mode r at e 
opinion i n Northern Ir el ~nd , and I do not sh3r e the opt i mism of 
those who see it as a succes s • . On the cont r o.r y , I think tha t it 
has put us brlck many months , and [l rot of h.J. rd wo r k 1/1 ill h2ve to De 
done t o bring us back to the pos ition we we r e part way to achieving 
Wha t I hope -

Mr. SJleaker; Orde r . The hon , Gentleman must put a quest i on . 

Mr . lit...Q.lla r d : Will the hon e Gent l eman a cc ept th J. t there seem to be 
t wo different .J.pp r o1.che s to the tw o di ff er ent communi ties , i n sp i te 
of what he s aid , "hi i th one ,':1.ppr o,-:'..ch to the C,'). tholic communi ty I,vhil e , 
on the other h~nd, ther a a r e pictur es of the Army in joint pat r ols 
1:1ith the UDA on the Prot estant s ide ? These pi ctur es hQve been 
widely circula ted . Will the Ministe r now t ~lke on boar d the impres ­
sion given t ha t t her e a r e two sep'l r a te appro a ches to the t wo differ­
ent communiti es? 

Mr . Channon : The hon . Gentl eman i s entitled to his point of vi ew, 
but I must r efute wha t he says . My ri ght hon e Fri end 1 s pol i cy and 
the act i ons of the Ar my a r e not the r esult of t wo dif f er en t approac~s 
to the t wo communiti e s . I n f J.ct , it is widely r ec ognis ed by the 
ma jority of ri ght hon . and hon . Membe r s tha t during the pa s t three 
months my ri ght hon e Friend ha s been engQged i n the very difficult 
task of trying to 3ssure both communi ti es i n North er n Irel and tha t .. 
he wishes to 'lct i mp a r ti a lly in the int e r es t s of both . There is 
no att empt wha t ever - inde ed , it wo uld be fo oli sh to try - to impos e 
a military solut i on , but no one could indefinit ely contempl a te a 
s itu3. tion in wh i ch t errorists an d gunmen "I"ere ope r a ting I,v ithout 
l et or hindrance f r om q number of a r ea s which have been us ed a s 
ba ses o Such a situation was int ol erable , and ' wa~ the m6ie se~n t o 
~e i~t o l e ra bl e , . partic ul J rly att e r t he ~v e nts~Df~Bloody 'Fr! d 1 y . ' Nb, 
one could have tri .::d ~ mor e than my right ·hon . Fri end , ' by patience and 
det e rmi ncJ t ion , ' ; c.l ur i n~ji-'t he po st thr ee ,rilo fil t hs t o get ~/t he ba rriers down 
somehow . 'In .vi ew of th2t "s it u.Jtion .. my r i ght· h0n . Friend wa s 
r eluctu nt'ly"'driv cn ', ' I be li eve - t o the de cision wh i ch wa s ' takE?'n tn 
mount the milit aiy dpe r atio n l ast night . 

Rev . I an Pa is J.-ey : Will the hon . Gentlem:1n take it tha t all ri ght­
thinking people i n Nor th 2r n Irel and l;l il1 we l come the end of all no­
go 2r eas , espec i ally the a r ea s which have ha r boured those who have 
engaged in this campaign of crime , murder, an~rchy and bloodshed? 
Will he convey to the Ar my the congra tul at i ons of the peopl e of 
Northern Irel and , ~nd the ir r el i ef t h3t the ope r a ti on ha s not caus ed 
the bloodshed a nd dea th whi ch many of us expec t ed mi ght be caused? 
I thinl\: tha t that VJ '1 S Cl f ea r Hidely felt Q.mong ri ght hon e and hone 
Member s . 

Has the Minister ! s ntt ention been dr::.wn to the s t atement by the 
Prime Minist e r of the Republ i c of Ir ol and tha t this action by the 
Ar my W2 S on the brink of mc. dnes s ? Who.t prior knowl edg e or informa ­
tion was fed to the Prime Ministe r of t he Re publ ic abou t the action 
to be t aken by the Br itish Army ? Further, wha t steps a r e be ing 
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t aken to see th~t nQ fQrays of IRA men come across the Bo r der , 
since the Claudy i ncident tod~y , in which a young child of n i ne 
and f i ve other perSQns we r e brut 21ly mur de r ed, occurr ed i n an 
a r ea ad jncent tQ t he Bor der whe r e t hese men can escape to f re edom 
and the sanct ua r y of the Republ i c ? 

M~Ch~1lJ.1lQ.D. : I elm sure th o.. t the ,;]hol e Hous e uill ag r ee wi th the 
hone Gentleman in his tribut e to the troops, and I think that it 
will ag r ee a lso hbQut the need fo r an end to all no - go a r ea s in 
Nor the r n Ire l and , whoever m~y be behind them . Tha t is one of the 
purpo s es of the whol e ope r a t i on . I note the hon e Gentl emo..n ' s 
vi ew s abou,:t th e; Bor der • . I hn.ve not s een the s t at ement to wh i ch he 
r ef er s . L Hon . Memberst "Wha t s t J" t el11ent ?~y I h2.ve no t seen the s 
st .?, t ement which t hG hon . Gentl eman nllege s was made , and, in view:" 
of that, it WQuld , I think, be umJ i se to comment . 

M.r_Jcw1J.l1B:: We C""'ppr eciate who.. t the hon e Gentleman s r,id l.bou t t alks , 
but will he now r ep ly to the quest i on a sked by my hon e Fri end t he 
Membe r for Leeds, South (Mr . Mer lyn Rees ) about the longt erm pr o­
posals which his ri ght hQn . Fri e~ds have fo r consti t utional, 
political and econom i c r ef . r ms which they will put dir ectly t o this 
House and vhi ch will form t he only condi tions for ultima te peace? 

Mr . Q1.@J1l1QU: As r ega r ds economi c matt er s, my hon e Fri end announced 
l as t week a seri es of economic measur es to try to he lp No r ther n 
Ireland in i ts gr~ve economi c and employment di f ficu:t i es . As re ­
g1rds the l ong-t er m PQlit ic 21 and cons titutional futur e of Northe rn 
Irel and , it i s my ri ght hon e Fri end t s hope t o hol d a conferenc e of 
the parties conce rned in Northe rn Irel and , so tha t a conf e~ ence 
of the peopl e of Norther n Ir e l and m!!l'!Y try to de t er -m ine their futur e 
r a t he r than that t he r e should be some solut i on i mposed upon t hem 
by the .Bri t i sh Government . This confer ence may 0 1' m,1Y not have ~ 
succes sful conclus i on , but sur~ly the att empt is wort h making , 
and tha t i s wh3t my ri ght hon . F r iend i s enga ged in tryi ng to do . 

Mr . P owe ll~ Wha t me a sur es will the Government t ake to ensur e tha t 
the=7-1laref2~cto r s ,\.Jho ha.ve t 3mpo r a r ily qui tted t he scene :.o f their mis­
deeds do not r e tur n to r es ume them? 

Mr . Chq.nn...Qng My right hon e Fr iend Hill know perfec tly vJell tha t 
every effort wi ll bo made to br ing to justice the malefactors who 
have escaped det ec tion, a t l east a t t his moment , and every ene r gy 
Hill be devoted to try i ng tQ a chi eve tha t . 

Mr. F olG.Y. : The Mini st er haB be en very lucid o.b out the i mmGdi a t e st eps 
t 2ken by the Army in t he no - go a r eas . He ha s be on l ess than clear 
abou t the nex t s t flges . Wi 11 he Q j~p l (l in wha t propos 2ls the Goverrunent 
have f or policing the forme r no - go a r eas of the Cregg rtn , the Bogside 
and Andersonstown? Will they be pol iced by the Army, a conb i na tion 
of the Army ::wd t he RUC, . or by the RUC, 0 1' i s some other arranGement 
t o be marite? 

.M.l:J........Q.,banpon : The oper2tion V.Jas concluded only a f evJ hOllr s Ctg o and I 
am not in~a pos iti on this afternoon to give any long-t erm answers 
to thes e problems . I have o.lready sa id tha t s ome Deasur e of normal 
policing i s under way in thes e a l' ea s :.:wc1 it i s the Government t s a i m 
t o t r y to r es t or e t hem to norm2 lity a t the ea r l i es t poss ible moment . 

Mrd' ~...fl~eake r : Ther e ".r ill be a deba t e l at e r t oday on Norther n Irish 
aff airs ~nd i t v ill be f a irly v i de -r~nging , and, ther efor e , I shal l 
al low ~nly one or t wo more questions . 

£i,irJ . L ~l1gfoI'g -.tlol t: My 11.0.0 . F ri (md the Mini ste r and the hon e Membe r 
for Leeds , South 1 Mr . Merlyn Rees ) have quit e ri ght ly stress od tha t 
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th~ milit a r y ope r at i on i s not an end in i tself ~ Will Dy hon ~ 
F I' l end ''"'.s sure the HJuse that ' my ri ght hon e Fri end the Secrettl r y 
of ~t a t ~ wi ll di r ect his Qtten~ion t o the s in of both r elig i ous 
bodl es ~n Northe r n Ireland , whlch h,'}s been pr ac tis ed f or mnny 
year s , l n thnt they bri ng up thei r children to hate, di s trust and 
desp i se the childr en of the oppos it e r eli gion? 

Mr~~h:u:mon ; My hon e Fri end htls E1,'-',de Cl very Hide st Sl t eE18nt . I have 
met r~1O.ny peopl e in No r the rn Irel and vJ h,) would not tlg ree wit h hi m. 

M~H2r o~d Wilson : My ri ght hon e Fri ends 3,nd I as,')oc i 2 te our selves 
with what my hon e Friend the Membe r fo r Leeds , South (Mr . Me rlyn 
Ree s ) said both o.s r egnr ds the need , 'lhich I think the Mini s ter 
a cc epts , not onl y fo r D2 i nt~ ining but fo r r edoubl i ng the poli t i cal 
ini ti a tive , and also thJ need t o avo id anything t h~ t ~ i gh t be 
r egar ded as the hounding of Civilians , parti cul arly if it we r e 
selective 'lnd s ect a r i 'ln . Will the Minister give furt he r thought 
t o and discuss with the Secretar y of St a te th e point r a is ed by 
mo r e than one hon e Member this af terno on about the priva te hold i ng 
of arDs ~ DOG S t he Mi nist er r ecall that i n the deba t e on 6th April 
l as t yea r we r nis ed fr om thi s Fr ont Bench the quest i on whethe r 
ther o s~ould not be an a l mos t tot al b~n on a r ms in Northern Ireland~ 
tha t :111 exi s ting gun lic ence s should be withdro.wn r:tnd thn t there 
should be mand ,:lto r y pri son s ent ences f or ilnyone caught wi th guns 
i n hi s possess i on , whateve r se cti on of the community he may come 
fr om? - ~Int e rrupt i Jn~7 

Mr. Mel ll..§.h ~ Why not ? 

Mr . Wtl son ~ I i nclude explos i vos , of c ouc s e ~ When we pr opose d this 
a yen r l as t April wo s ~ id tha t one advant age wo uld be tha t the 
s ecur i t y auth or i t i es could th en f r eel y ente r '.lilY house whe r e the r e 
wns r eason fo r suspi cion ' Jithout it s being felt tha t the authorit i es 
wer e going only to hous es of one r el i gious or political pe r sua s ion . 
Some est i mat e s , part icular ly in the light of illegal smuggling of 
~rm s on both sides, would suggest tha t the f i gur e I gave then of 
100,000 a r os p r iv~tely-held in Nor ther n Irel and must nuw be about 
1 50 ,000 of ,:::. r E'lS rJ. lone . Should not the vJhol e lot be i opound ed , 
becaus e th i s is as much a pa rt of the Unit ed KingdoD a s Manc hester, 
Birminghao , Liver pool or Loe ds ? I t is no t t he f act tha t about 10 
per cent . of the popul ~tion in these cit i es hold 'lrms legally or 
i llegal ly . 

Mr. Channon; I C~):1 e; r ,~, teful t o the ri e;ht ;1on . Gentlm:1 ~ln fo r his 
opening r emarks and cert ~ inly I conf irm t hat i s is our int enti on 
t o pr oceed as f as t as possible with political measur es . I r epea t 
the unde r t ak i ng tha t I h~ve given other hon e Members about the 
tr e:l t me nt of c i vili l ns . The Arr:1Y h ::~s been s crupul ously 
c1.r ef ul in these op 8 r~ tions t o tre?, t civilin.ns vl ith the mi nimwn 
i nconveni enc e possible . As f or the 2r~s, this is a comp l i ca t ed 
ma tt e r which h ~ s been dis cuss ed ove r 2 number of year s but I shall 
cert ~ inly undert ~ke to di scuss the m~t t e r with the Sec r et a r y of 
St a te a t the earlidst oPJ or tunity . 

Mr . Wils on~ The ~uest ion of 2r ms is ~ diff i cult ma tt er. It i s 16 
months since the suggestion ~J ~ S fi r st put fo rw~rd f r om this side . 
I do no t vJ ish t,,J pr e ss the hon e Gentlei:nn tod ',-y . He ['lUst r eport 
t o the Sec r etar y of St a t e . But cnn we be t old wh2t a r c the 
di ff i cultie s , because it is clenr tha t t he C:luse of deaths i n 
No r thern I r ~lRnd is malevolence and evil alli ed wi th weapons ? If 
the evil and the Eu,l ev c)lenc e c:lnno t be s t-'.l~1pe d :mt i mEh;d i a t ely , 
at l east sooething c ~n be done about th e weapons . 

Mr . Channon : I unde rtake tha t I shall ur gently conside r the matt er 
with my ri ght hon e Fri end ~nd I shall gi ve the ri ght hon e Gentl eman 
an answe r ,'J, t ::n e,'u.ly and convcnL;nt opport unity . 
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Mr . De ed e s~ Will t he Min i ste r a ccept tha t a t leas t ~ne consequence 
of"todai's oper ,J,t i on lTI::CY 'lell be t o imp ~ s e much he :J.vi er r e spon­
s i biliti e s ~n the Republ i c . 

N.r~!, ,"_ Clll!11rlQill~ I t hi nk 0, he n..vy r esp~ns ib i li ty r ests on a ll r espon­
s i ble pe~ple in Irel and n t the pr esent t i me , because the activities 
of the Pr ~visional IRA thr eL1. t en t he secllrity and lives of pe opl e 
in all part s of the island . 

ltI' • . M.s:.:.liQJll.Q. r Cl : The Minist e r I s answe r 2.bout the policing of thes e 
a r ea s in the futur e l ef t a lot to be do s ired and made us wonde r 
vlha t the Gove rnment I s c~nt ingoncy pl ans vJer e . Is the Ministe r 
mrar e th]. t l ong bef or e tbe P r ov isi anal IRA took ove r the C re gg D.n 
and the B ~gs ide ~ 2.nd before it \;J ClS nctive i n Anders onstown and 
othe r p:..uts ~f Belfn. st , th e RUC i;.J1l S n~ t a cc epted there by the 
mi nority popUl a tion a s an impar ti~l police fo rc e in the \;Jay t hat 
the p ~lice force i n one of ~ ur ci ti es wou l d be accep t 0d? It is 
the r efor e i ncumbent upon the Minister to r ea ssure the min~ r i ty not 
only about a r ms he ld l ega lly or i llegally but 2bout pol i cing . Ther e 
shoul d be ,-:1,dequ,J. t e consult ?, t i on '\vi th c~mmunity l eade rs i n the s e 
a r eds D.bout the r e- int r oduc ti on of pol i ce f orc es on a credi ble 
ba sis so t ha t the min:lrity c "",n feel th .-.. t the po lice (;1,, 1' 13 no l onge r 
thei r onemy , :l S t hey we r e l ong be f ~ r G the Provi s i onal IRA came in, 
but tha t they c:J.n be t r ustGd like the Engl i sh bobby . When will 
tha t h.a ppen? 

~"ll',,".J1.non : The H::mse r ec,)gnise s tha t the questi on of policing 
i s extr emely compl i cated and i s ~no of the mo st difficult matt ers 
which f ace s us i n Nor the r n Ire l and . My noble Fri end the joi nt 
Mini ste r of State i s i n L ond~nde rry a t thi s very m~ment , I beli eve, 
and is h~ving wide - r ang ing di scuss i ons wi th r ep r es ont a t ive s of tbe 
pe~pl e there . I :'JD. s U.r e t hese t1l1e :J.r.J.o ng th e m.,·"ltters 'whi ch \v i ll be 
discuss ed . Thu op8 ra ti~n \Ja s concluded a t only D.b~ut 7 o l clock 
t hi s m~rning and no l ~ng - t 8 rm pl ans c ~n be l a i d . There is some 
p ~l i c ing El t the pr osent t i mo . I sh.111 dr ml my ri ght hon . Fri end I S 

a tt ention t o the po i nts r a ised by hon e Members tbi s aft e rno~n . 

/ 
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